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Many of those who maintain nno-

es a

troversy over
spnm are generally situations in
hich clout or Influ.

clations have some k
that it's best If the groups avold be-
coming politieal. Stll others arguo
that associations are most successful
and have greatest Influence within
individual nefghborhoods.

And still another school of t.housht
acknowledges assoclations’ success
within the neighborhood but fecl it's
time to stretch thelir wings and be-
<come somewhat Involved In the larg-
‘er realm of city politics,

FARMINGTON HILLS Zoning Su-
pervisor Hal Rowe calls peighbor.
hood associations “the flest. step in
tho grags-roots political process.”

The fact lhnl many of the city’s
former and current councll mem-
bers began thelr political careers as
association members and officers
testifies to the involvement, influ-

cucc is most evident.

WHEN AN nssoclnuon opposes a
deyeloper’s plans — even though the
developer 13 meeting all of the city’s
.ordinance requirements — council
often strives to strike a balance be-
tween what.the neighborhood wants
and what the developer Is legally al-
lowed to do.

“People that come to the planning
commission just bave an Input,
which I guess you can say Is im-
pact,” Enwe sald. “But it h pol.ltltal
clout when these people go {o the
counell beéeduse they (council mem-
bers). are the elecied ones. That's
where the subdivision association
has its greatest Impact.” .

But that’s not- o say councll and
city officlals consistently yleld to de-
mands of tions.

ence and of
over the years.

Homeowners' influence Is evident
when an association president stands
before the Farmlngton Hills City
Councll and local politiclans know
that one person represents a portion
of their constituency.

That fact makes associations both
positive and negative forces in the
city, accordlng to Farmington Hills
Community Development coordina-
tor Richard Lampt.

. “The disadvantages are basically

the same as the advantages. They

- represent a group of people, If they

arc oppesed to the clty, they can re-
act in a core group,” Lampi gaid.
Zonlng issues and continulog con-

Many an assoclation in the history of
Farmington Hills have lost thelr bat-
uu before the elty counell.” -
“When you have an organization
and you're dealing with polltl
1t's got to connL Influence Is not a
bad  thing," - Councilwoman Joan
Dudley nld. “But we have to consid-
er, ‘Docs this represent the peoph:gl

on whnl slde of the fmce acritic is
standl, og. . 2

“IT'S OFTEN v
whether they™ (i
viewed as political or not. I¢ they are
dolng somcthing a council or other

very mbjectlvo on
assoclations)

" people don't agree with, then the as-

soclation may be called political,”
Oakland University Professor Don

Warren sald,
Desplle the 1 criticism

are |

!
J\ ing the nbdlvhlan. “They, nhonId not
|ibecome polltical,” he sald.
" County’ Commissioner Molml
[vagm: “I find them valunble bo-
cause théy are not political,” he uld,
“When a homeowncrs associntion
calls me, 1 teke it for face value,
‘There are no political reasons,
“Politlces is & complicating factor
In government many tlmes. When
that fact Is absent, you have greater
" Moffitt added,

council recelves, however, it contin-

When assoclatlons are polltical;

ues o support assoclatlons’ attempts
to be heard and ‘acknowledges the
potential to influence.

“I think they have a tremendous
Impact,” Councilman Wolf said, “I
believe in a populist form of govern-
ment. The only that is accomplished
is with people. When a person ap-

pressure {rom groups. 1 T don't fault
the city council. Thi

(.hu councll, it's a filtering

- clations, maintains it's dl(llcll!t for *
such and b

lhemhag:l'uualercbuccoldhm

Political
involvement could tend to factional.
ize an association and damage lis ef- .
fectiveness In worklng for the
betterment of the indlvidual udgn
borhood, Moffitt sald.

Professor Warren, who has wm.
ten a book about neighborhood paso:

Mnynr Joe Alkateeh

Jack Joy'nl of the

ey (h
aro thelr constituents,” Kaftan sakd,

DURING A council public hearing
on mKaltan 's nlng request in

strongly upholds a nelghborhood s
tight to get involved and make their

{feelings known. ““They (council) bave
to Uisten to somebody - uot Just the
bullders and

April, may

1y of the Oak!and Hills Mobua Home
Park and the Springbrook Home-
owners Assoclation — turned ant in

P!

the city or does it Just re
peaple sittiog here.’

Developer Melvin Kaltan, who
was recently denied a rezoning re-
quest for !our lots on the east side of
Orchard Lake Road, south of 11
Mile, to build offered a

In this
Ka!lan safd he telt that the councll
“bowed to these people's loud
nnlses >
But in denying Kaftan’s request,
council upheld an earller pl:uming

different opinion,
“They (clty councll) get a lot of

denlal,
clting the request did not conform to
the city’s master zoning plan,

Yet Joynt also ma[ntalns that the
clty councll doesn't automatically
lean toward nelghborhood associa-
tions' demands simply bocause they
make their opinions known., But he
fiercely belleves assoclations should
be as loud and Influential as possible
to ensure the [nuegrlty of the nelgh-
borhoods and the ci

Whelher council !s vlewcd as bow-

In «city
guvernment and politics.
ery citizen xhould be a part-
time politician,” Alkateeb said.
“Should neighborhood assoclations
get involved in politics? Yes. 100
reent. A good gwernment works
well only if It’s well informed.’
Vet there are many who say asso-
clations should stay away from city
politics.

ROBERT McCONNELL, Econom
le Development Corponllon chalr-
man and former clty officlal, be-
lieves there are more than encugh
political groups floating around,

appears
Lo be 4 matter of opinlon, dependlng

should
stick to what u:ey do best ~ protect-

s
to avold the palitical process, .

“They sometimes do function as
sub-governmeants. All of these groups
have a political function. Many
tlmes, though, they may not have
been expuellly nrglulud to do that
Warren sald,

OFTEN, IT “takes the ﬂghl kind
of pmblmn" to bring the political
ide of azsociatlons ovt into the open.

"Bulyou really have to size up the
neighborhood and the problem and «
how the neighborhood sces itsclf,
Does it want {0 be recognlzed. Some
groups feel that by keeping distance
from city hall, they are able to work ,
more effectively. .

“Somo disagree,” Warren sald. ‘

ment exerclse, p

: § Chaldean Pcdcrnuan of America,

: jbegan with a Mass edcbnt.ed by
Tbrahim,
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five years to flnance Improve-
ments considered a priority by
commlniunmcm!bcu 1d be cf.

I passed, the levy wuu ef-
fective July 1. Almos

“So the ooly way the pmblcm
will be solved is by asking people
to pay,” he added.

To date, the city has applied for
one $155,000 matching grant
through the Mlchlxan Department
of Natural R (D I

1y, the special mmnge would gen.
erate $600,000, based on the city's
projected state equallzed value of
$1.2 hillion, City Manager Willlam
Costick sald, Withln the first year
(locluding the July 1, 1988, and
July 1, 1987 collectlons), the spe-
cial millage would ralse $1.2 mil-
1lon, he added.

Based on an estimated 5-percent
growth rate In the city’s SEV; the
¢lty would 5enerate $661,000 In the
third year of the five-year special

. In the fourth year,
$694,000 would be. generated, fol--
Towed by $729,000 1n the fifth year
for an estimated five-year total of
$3.3 milllon, Costick =ald,

If passed, the 0.5-mill (pu 31.000
of assessed valuntion} will cost tax.
payers — based on a $20,000 house
assessed at $45,000 -~ approxi-
mately $22.50 annually.

In determining how to finance
par)u and recreation Improve-

ments, commission members con-
sidered 10 possible funding meth-
ods, including donations, money
from the city’s budget, nnd ‘grants,
for cxample, .

{for financi;

“THE CITY | budget has no room.
parks and -

NR),
awarded, the city would use'the
grnnt money for development of

the proposed youth athletic fields
on the northwest corner of 13 Mile
and Farmington roads.

“In addillon to that grant, w
will also be applying for others, "
Costick sald. “But we have (o rec-
oguize that especlally the tradition.
al grants that are federally funded
arcdrying up. And the outlook is
getting worse. The opportunity for
{;runﬁs Is going to become less and

THE NEWLY adopted 1986~
81 capltal improvements budget,
clty umclals allocated $100,000 for
parks and recreation — $50,000 for
Heritage Park and the same for the
proposed athletlc flelds at 18 Mile
and Farmington roads, Costick
sal

d,
Whether city officlals will bond

for any of the proposed parks and
rccreny o Is still

review by the planning commission
and city councll, following engi-
neering and costs,” he sald,

It the millage passes, the t
step will be design and engin
work on the 13 Mile and Farml.ng-
ton flelds, as well as Heritage
Park. “So hopefully, by fall, wc'll
get started so the basies are avall-
able (nspring 1987, Costick sald.

ALTHOUGH FARMINGTON
Hills City Council lust November
approved the concept of forming a
foundation to stimulate interest in
and financing of devz!opment o{
Heritage Park, progress
been made, A lanndauon could be
responsible for “some of the spe-

Settmg prlorltles |
Heritage Park focal point of Hills’ plan

Dy of t!:e 212-acre

\mduwrmlncd. “But any bonding
would be short-term,” Costick sald,
with all debt retired within the
five-year period.

Il the millage passes, the top
priorities to be addressed are de-

improvements), especially  with
major road expanslion projects, We
coulda't get It (revenue) in the vol-
ume needed,” Fitzgerald said.
Even {f the city could recelve
zome of the dv;lndl!.ug grants still

Roa
, and 11 Mile, Costick sald.
“While we are going to follow

um gex:enl parameten of the

there

mos
mqulring the city to put up at Inast
an equal share. “Without a millage
belng passed here In the city, o
uwﬂ would be difficult,” Fitzger-

on)
will be ﬂuctuaum." Costick sald,
adding that cost estimates cotld
change,

"H%w much of the uchnl budge!
is spent depends and is subject to

Heritage Park represents a major
portion of the $7 million in im.
provements listed In Farmington
Hills' five-year master parks an
recreation plan,

Although the flve-year actlon
plan-Includes 21 suggested parks

and recreation lmpr?:ammls the
speclal 0.5-mill levy Is expected to
finance nine top priority improve-
menla., totaling approximately $3

!wprovemnts expected to be
accomplished within the five-year
perlod with revenue generated by

the special millage Include: -

@ Development of a 15-acre
youth athletic' park on the north.
west corner of 13 Mile and Farm-

clallzed things at the (Heritage)
park,” such as an anlmal farm and
nature areas, Costick sald.

Possible creatlon of a founda-
tion, as well as consideration of
putting the Spicer estate bouse into
the clty’s historfc district, are two
issues t!lm will be addressed simul-
taneously if the millage passes,
Costick sald. Declslons have not yet
been made on how the estate house
will be used, including the possibili-
ty of using it for ndmlnl:h-nuve of-
ﬂm, he added.

. “The use of the whole struct\u-e
Is l;y inthe alr, "’Cost! h
: ith the majority of pmposcd
" Improvements based on passage of

Hills voters will consider a parks mlllage

the spedn! 0.5-mill, a defeat at the
polls would bring plans for major
Improvements “to a rapld halt,”
Costick sald,

It the mll!nga 1s defeated pext
week, city officials will be forced

to reassess what can be done with-
wt revenue from the pro;

levy. Other than the $100,00 allo-
cated in the capital improvements
budget, city olllclals hnva not ear-
marked any money for parks and
recreation in 1986-87, Costick sald.

“PARKS AND recrutlun might
have to annually compete with
ou:’:& things, mds, em." c«u

ington roads. The uuughtnd park  building for use.by youth athletic
would lnclude three soccer flelds, - organizations, The pro; bulld-
two softball/baseball flelds, fitness Ing’s site is still undetermined but
trall, plenfe area and parking, Esti-  'a centrally located spot is desired.
e Upgrading of spproxtmately  bag ’e’o“”“’"‘u‘”““’:'ui.&"‘m""’:‘““
pgra of appro: ly ys to provide en e for
18 Farmington Public Schools-  equipm Wurmlinger said, m;u-
owned athletlc flelds, The flelds” mtedenst, $10,000. -
would be upgraded to standards re.
quired. for play by Little League . Deve.lo mmt of an entﬂnee.
and other youth athletic organiza- _maln road, glto. signs' and
tons. It's still which or Herltage Park.’
flelds would be upgraded, Plans In-  “We want m get Heritage Park to

clude worklng with school district
officlals ito determine what .Im-
. provements should be made, sald
'Eric, Wurmlinger, Farmington
Hills m!mnt spednl sarvices di-

oCanxtructlnn of a mnge

the ‘point where {t's usable” City ;
. fillam Costick sald. v

Mnugctw .
‘. Devalopmz:'ty nllu nature, Nk-
sleddlng bills in Hr.rllnge Park. Eb-
Umated cost, $137,000, ..
. Dwe!opment of plente aréas

. speak now for what wlu be the| .

Beeause of the 1978 state constl. | -
tutlonal tax Umitation amendment |*
(Headlea Amendment), the clty’s
cxactly what i cly s ovgig |
exactly wi e clly 13 levylag In )+
19867, Con.sequenﬂy, the clty é‘am
not — at least lcvy
millage lonmmmodalo parka an
recreation needs, Costlck sald.

Following the five-ycar apecln
‘millage period, city offlcials would
bave to determine how, #f at all,
the remaining suggested Improve-
ments in the master parks and rec-
reation “plan‘s; action program
would bo completed. “It’s hard to

{cellng then,” Costlek sals

and shelters, and playgrounds in
Herllage Park, Estimated , cost,
$223,000.

@ Development of natlve spe-
cles arboretum In Heritage Park
for an estimated $26,800, .

© Renovation of;Spicer eatate
honu.&umled t.ma,mo.

ylsitcr ceoter
In nermgc Purk. ¢ center would
include meeung

rooms, ol!lco, :
small cnncmlaunyand auditorum,
mitlion. .

g
€
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g
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§
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jects
viewed anoually. {The actual h\ldg- X
ef spent will bnz&oect to review
by the p mmlulon luul
clty coundl."

About 100 students, In cap and .
gown (rom 29 area hlgh mhooh
y for

::I‘I: Bevtrly Gellner, Southfleld

teb t Our.,

class
Haitham Sitto of

l.ndy of Chaldeans Calhednl, the
archdlocese for the Chaldean com-
munity, B

The fourth nnnu!

. al

Chaldean fgrads saluted
at Southﬂeld Ceremony

‘O:Park:hospokewthemdu- -

Knnmmnkl,mlrmnu“ho .

ted by, the

Bishop Mm'
leng lhu choreh were plmu

- piriends and cdueators from area

-the students thal the past 12 yv:au
wm a stepping stone to the lnlum,
{n which they must carry on

traditions and nont:rtbuuan: of lhe
Chaldeans, )

"Whdt you are'is Gods gift to
mwhnl ym: bccomehyaur gt -
mﬂod,"

- [ sebool districts.
' “I 1OVE 'I'Im euthu:lanm of -
.-{ parenis lccln thelr chil B
marching In xef.bcr.'lald.l Julla -
llnumolBl rmingham.
i |-. A .member of the commence-
. [ment committes, Hakim also was

sing the natlonal anthem,
Keyno tpuh:r lnr ﬂw uvm

there o soo ber daughter, N’lcolc. '.

ques were awarded, .
--The', ﬂmldm Fed

“uwdrded *thres |cbollnhip:.

‘Jnuqucl!.nu ‘Acko of Notth Farm-

. £nnduinnmrdswm,
mndnlo hmGummolBoutb- .

-recelved .2 $1,000

'Sonthﬂke.l‘:lmlilgh. sternn;
: m mwnna
scioo!

ﬂnld-uuwp High and to Robert
mwnl also from North Farming.

Tho Blshop's awud weat to Lin- |
da Knnb from Sonunl feld.
throp,

Dlstrlct s future is explore

cuntlnuad twm Pa

lnll bmmtx.'msyw,nmeoﬁsl

employees rétired from Farmington

Publle "Schools, where ‘only 10-15

* would have normally re
In the ares of pl

E!menu.ry Sch IBonndniu Com-

mltu , Lo arrive at its nve-yur pro:
ons,

. The mix ol enrol!menl

and retiring d;cnnlng,w

lmporumt factor for the dlsh-lct h

consider, 0 estl-

hysical
heating/ventilating problems, barri-
. er-free bulldings and general

acsthetics were areas of concern dis-

. trictwlde, according to Jack Lawing,
" the district’s director of admlinistra-

o tive lervim. whn ehnl:ed this com.,
"mittee,”

- -Lawlog's . eommlttee discovered
more than 1 milllon square. feet of

- “High lchooh. besides &mthﬂeld- bulldings o review, and survi
!';!lgr:‘% d:u North F lmurun’m and n:pv.-x-vfzruml
ceremony were Avondale, o problem as
Detroit Catholic Cen- | " THE ‘' COMMITTEE'S ‘study was
tral, . I?nmlngton, Forndnlc, .. broken down Into the areas of spo--
TOVCS, - dAIeducale-.

Kimball, Lam, hcxu. Mld.bon. Mar-|*

fan, Merey, Mou. Qak Puk, Penh-

ing, Rocbeﬂcham. .
parudpaﬂng mdulu

Helghts,
“Athens, Wut Bloom(le!d.'
uun_:h!gk‘.

Folluwlng the ccmmmy md
ates: gathered “with . their pmtu
fornmpﬂonundd.lma“ L

ancillary services, el-
entary. schools, middle. schools
and high schools. lawlng called the
. proposed;: needed
s!ve pmpw.ltlcn. ~:

tie
In our; dlztrlct,"

son High School and chalrman of the

buman resources itoe,

His, *tyro-person
. trlct's personnel office, &

,Mlchlun Stato University and a ro-
cent lludy dmm thm@ the dnu-l:t‘s

W

" merlo, asslstait pelncipal at Harm

committee re-
ewed: informhtion- from the dis-
study from

sald, B

mates that morat!unso t of
F 's em) wm
yur:.andt.bnlbylwl there ma be
A turnover in lrmluwnnm
200 employees, o
; G tho early ob-

umlnan.

“ucation program In F

pl ell-.
glble to retire during the next five’

+
Mary Lou Sommervﬂl sald; “the |
“concept of “the more the better’ or ;

;. ‘the earlier the better’ is not neces. .

. mﬂxynpprvprhte.” i
‘The supervisor of \Aiameda Enly
Education- Center and chalrwoman
for the early childhood commlttee
mld "])Inyh_lsy child’s work. : ell's
too S00n to put pencil’
ln kids' hang, . , weregolnx lalu:o
something down the road.”
_Her commlltee also called lor a0

. TH .
and a wmmummt to early educa- -’
tlon tw()duelopmenk and lnur\-
vlco fort!ln tlavel,
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Garver v;ctorlous

a performer “for other local|- §

. Her first few days as Miss Micht.  Pageants around the state, and sho |
wtubcbac! homa to turn over her{'

mwmlpent;"’.ﬂmnxcutloadn{ f:ﬂu o “"m :3 w‘: :

. 'Farmington o at the close of | §
"h;."’fh‘:me‘.ﬁ'fe‘”:;k_‘ the & pagesnt here Mooday, July .

Ing with Miss Michigen Pageant oI 10 Vi2dimir’s,
. recerlctBuhon&thapllunl’ Wbltevullmuulcunv uh'll i
f official hairdresser White, “polishing up at Patricia Sto- R

other. pageant officials.and cha-

ubedm!orarunm
mer festlvals, ¥
storo opmln
sm:mahnbeinzcd!ednponu

perones s rho fulfills' a huvy,;
lnm-' be wlth gﬂ

spend “po

vr.us," 2bo sald, rnd with the help

geant officinls who wlu ¢
in ‘Atlantic City, NJ., A
hen tha topresents the state In

linAmu-lu Pageant {n Sep- {.

tember, .. o L

- o




