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If you have a news item, fea-
ture story idea or an action pic-
ture with a Farmington arca
connection, send a note to our
downtotwn aff ice at 33203 Grand
River, Farmington 48024,

A PUZZLING sltuation.

A Farmington HIlls couple
will try to snap 1,000 picces
Into place faster than the
natlon's best puzzlers during
the 1988 Amerlcan Publishing
National Jigsaw Puzzle
Champlonshlps Aug, 16-17 in
Athens, Chio,

Linda Vedder and Ronald
Vedder are vying for cash
prizes totaling $11,250 and a
chance to break the record
doubles time of 1:05.13.

The Vedders complete about
20 puzzles yearly.

PAVING’S on tap.

Twenty-Flve Cents

» Commenicat

Liquor law crackdown begins

By Joanno Mallszewak}
stall writar

A crackdown on businesscs selling

" aleoholic beverages to minors s only

the first in a scries of planned efforts
by the Farmington Hills Pollee De-

Rights

of father.

at issue

8y Loralne McClish
slalt writer

A Farmington man lost the right
to visit the child he contends Is his
son after a June 2 court declsion
when it was determined someone
else was the boy’s blelogical father,

After a dlvorce trial that took two
years and cost Harold James Atkin-
son $56,000, Onkland County Circuit
Judge nlchnrd Kuhn nwatded 'L'r.-rrl

Barfleld Drive will
have a ncwly paved road by
summer’s end.

Farmington Hills City
Councl! established a spectal
assessment district to flnance
restdents’ portion of the
project’s $156,588 cost, The clty
will pay 20 percent.

Avcrage cost for a property
owner is estimaled at $1,728.

The project includes paving
Barf{lcld, from Brookplace
Court to Fink Sreet; Brookplace
Court, from Duncan Drlve to its
southern end; Duncan Drive,
from Brookplace Court to
Creckside; and Creekside, from
10 Mile Road to Duncan Drive.

KNOW what number to
call.

Farmington Hllls City Hall
and the Farmington Pollce
Department have a new
telephone system. The new
service began June 14.

City hall’s main switchboard
number, 474-6115, and the
police-fire emergency number,
477-0911, remaln the same.

the
mnthcr. {full cuslody o{ the 4.year-

l(uhn based his declsion on blood
tests that proved father and child
were biologlcally unrelated.

Midway through the Atklnson vs.
Atkinson” trial in Oakland County
Circuit Court, Terrl Atkinson re-
quested a blood test to prove that
someone other than Harold Atklnson
was the child's blelogical father.

“It was the flrst indlcation of any
kind I had that he might not be my
blologleal son.

“I love my son, and he is my son,
that hasn't changed. Nothing ls going
to change that,”" Atkinson sald.

“I was the one who went through
the Lamaze classes. I was there
when he was born. I was the first one
who held hlm. From that very first

Plaase turn to Page 2

partment to control teen-age drink-

“We will be Increasing our efforts
in the bars, We've been getting com-
plaints about Class C {by the glass)
establishments,” Pollce Chief Wil
liam Dwyer sald.

As a result of “Operation Party

Blitz" — a 10-day (June 8-15) task
force operatlon targeted for the
high-school graduation season —
lice cited six lHeensed liquor estab-
lishments for either allegedly selling
to minors or belng open after hours,

“We knew In the past, there have
been problems (with drinking) at
graduatlon time. We originally
planned on this in conjunction with
graduatlon,” Dwyer sald.

Also as a result of the

possession. They also arrested seven
peapte for allegedly furnishing alco-
hol to a person under 21, 16 for al-
legedly having open intoxicants in &
motor vehicle, ene for allegedly con-

pollce arrested 55 minors in alleged

Please turn to Page 4
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Dorothy McQueen, at hor desk In her Farmington Hills resi-

RANDY DORST/8ta7 pRotograpaer

Hills volunteer

working

the mentally ill

By Louiso Okruteky
staff writer

It has been 11 years since Doro-
thy McQueen flrst reallzed her son,
the oldest of her two children, had
been stricken with 2 mental fllness,

At a time when she expected her
son to be in his final year of col-
lege, McQueen was instead ap-
proaching Oakland County Probate
Court to have her son hospitallzed.

“Some people are slek, but they
wiil not recvgnlzc that thcy re il
‘They won't go to a doctor. My son
was llke that. We had to go the
court route,” McQueen said in a
qulet but flrm volce.

“I thought this couldn’t be hap-
pening to me. You're In a state of
shock when that happens. After a
c?up'l’e of years, I began to pull out
ol

McQueen rallicd and began to
organize a support and advocacy
group for famtlies of mentally i1l
persons. Last month, the Farming-
ton Hlils resident was named the
1986 Publle Cltizen of the Year by
the Michigan Chapter-National As-
socintlon of Soclal Workers for her

to aid

people

IN ADDITION to organizing the
Alllance for the Mentally I of
Mlchigan, MeQueen has served as
president of the Parents and Rela-
tives Assoclation of Clinton Valley
Center and 1s chairwoman of the
cealer's Cltizens Advisory Board,

Her work serves a more personal
need. “Having to do what 1.do
kecpa me on an cven keel,” she

Her partlevlar strength lies in
her organizational ability. “I'm not
creatlve, I just want to keep every-
thing moving along,” she sald, .

By 1978, she had put together a
group called Relatives of the Men-
talty IIl. Four years ago, that group
incorporated and became part of a
national organlzation.

Today, the Farmington Hills res-
ident is Lhe third president of the
500-member Alllance for the Men-
tally 11l of Michlgan, Her tasks as

work on behalf of mg 1y ill per-
s0ns,

Ploase turn to Pago 4

Homeowners revive citywide alliance

Benems 1n¢1udc more This is the sixth and jmnl in-
in a series
system of lransfcrrlng calls Far iils®
between and all- ! and their impact an
around greater efflclency, city the city.

admlnistrators said.

TIME is waning.

Friday, July 25, is the
deadline to nominate someone
for the Senlor Cltlzen of the
Year, co-sponsored by the
Michigan State Fair and the
Offlce of Services to the Aglng.

The winner will be honored
on Sentor Citizens Day,
Monday, Aug. 25, at the
Michigan State Fair. .

Submit nominations to Office
of Services to the Aglng, P.O.
Box 30028, Lansing, MI 48808.

HE?'S honored.
State Sen, Jack Fazxon, D-
Farmlngto: Hills, recﬂvcd an

By Joanne Mallszawski
staft writer

. As Farmington Hills steps away
from lts rural past m\d }nlo an ure

T Y
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Neighborhoods

banized future,
hoods are finding they are not t alone
in problems they face.

Increasingly, neighborhoods on
one slde of a major road arg contact-
ing neighborhoods on the other side
to compare notes, share ‘concerns
and gather strength In battling prob-
lems that accompany a community's
growth — trafile, roads, drainage
and zonlng.

“I don't think that we alone can
accomplish too much,” said Jack
Joynt of Sprlnghrook Homeowners

“We have good control

of
Michigan Puhlln Service
Achievement Award,

Faxon was the primary

sponsor of Senate Bill m the
Michigan Clean Indoor Alr Bill,
which would restrict smoking
in public buildings to
deslgnated smoking areas,

NOTE our hours.

The Farmington Observer
summer hours are 7:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. weekdays.

‘We're at 33208 Grand Rlver,
In the back of the Metro Bank
bullding in Downtown .
Farmington. .

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago Lhis week — Farmington
Public Schools will spend
almost $1 million in l985-86 to
cover the costs of purchasing
cquipment, repalrs and
malntenance for the district.

within the subdlvision. But there are
limes when a problem affects more
than one subdivislon. Things nl!cc§

the whole clty, and I think we should
be heard.”

For that reason, Joynt and Spring-
brook's board of dircctors are lead-
ing o move to revive the former
Council of Homeowners. — an um-
brelta group of neighborhood repre-
sentatives that organized when the
city flrat incorporated in 1973,

SPRINGBROOK DIRECTORS
are sponsoring a meeting at 7:30 to-
night in the large conference room in
the Farmington Community Library,
82737 12 Mile, Farmington Hills, to

Plense turn to Page 10
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Jack Joynt, overlooking the pond In the yard ot his Springhrook

Teen activities center opens what's inside

Farmington Youth Assistance will
open Its Summer Actlvities Center
for area teens on Tuesday at the
Shiawassee Center.

Hours on Tuesday will be 4-6 and
7-10 p.m. 'l‘hesc drop—ln ecnlcr isin the

001,
between Orchard Lakn and Nine
Mile roads,

For the ninth year, the center will
‘provide a fun place for teens 1218 to
80 oh warm summer evenings,

Regular center hours are Mon-
days, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fri-
days, Wednesday will ba reserved
for field trips.

Many [ree activities are available,
They Include sports, video games,
eml‘u, alr hockey, poel and table
tennis.

Movies, pizza and fce cream par-
ties are often on the agenda.

FIELD TRIPS this year will in.
clude horscback riding, a canoe trip,

‘a visit to the Oakland County Wave

Actlon Pool, a plenlc at Kensington
Metropark and an all-day trip to
Bob-Lo Island,

All teens need to participate Is a
one-time permission slip algned by
thelr parents.

the director this year. Assisting him
will be four college-age assistants:
Becky Ehle, Ken Zisholz, Ann Brown
and Mary Beth Balog,

‘THE CENTER will be open for
cight weeks, A dapce Wednesday,
Aug. 183, will cap the summer pro-

am,
Tho center is designed to mect the
restlessness and short attention span

The center, by Farm-
ington Youth Asslstance, is funded
by United Community Services,
Farmington Public Schools and the
citles of Farmington and Farming-

. ton Hills.

Sam Shivers, who has worked at
the Farmington Training Center, 1s

of many young tcess. Aslde from
safo lon, It gives
young people a neutral place to talk
with each other and with a sympa-
thetic adult statf and counselors,
Teens have “their own place” at a
tima of day when teasions between
youngaters and their parents are of-
ten at thelr highest,
.
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