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Father’s rights — at heart of Iegaﬁ dispute

Continued from Pago 1
day in the dellvery room, we were
inscparable.”

A PLEA to the Court of Appeals to
reverse Kuhn's decision has been
made by attorneys Rlchard Vlietor
and Michael Robbins. An answer
{rom the Appellale Court Is expected

esday,

“Atklnson has been put in the posi-
tlon of belng a third party in a case
involving his own son's best wel-
fare,” Robbins said.

“There has never been a case like
it before In Michigan, and if we
wanted a test case, a Hollywood
seriptwrlter and casting office could
not possibly have glven us better
materlal,” Victor sald.

“This man has neighbors, a day-
care provider, and even a (former)
sister-In-law who have called us vol-
untarily to testify as to the excellent
relationship he had with his son, -

“We call hlm ‘his son,’ and we wil
continue to call him his son because
we belleve he s his son.”

The Birmingham lawyers were
sought out by Atklnson because of
thelr national reputatlen for fighting
for the rights of grandparents and
step-parents where — because of die
vorce, death or adoption — the
adults were legally separated from
the minors,
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was one of two pllots who died when
a Cobra Gun Ship crashed during a

“IF THIS is golng to take the
enactment of a new law, we wlll pur-
sue that. Lawyers generally can't
plek thelr cllents, but we picked this
one. An Injustice has been done, and
we're not giving up,” Victor sald.

“All Michigan law involving custo-
dy cases is wrilten for the inherent
rights of the child, yet this child was
allowed to lose — or had taken from
him — the only daddy he has ever
known,” Robblns safd.

Harold Alklnson, a consultant to
Ford Motor Co. on banking and port-
folic management, custom built his
Farmington Hills house as well as
the playground equipment In the
back yard for his prescheel son.

HIs former wife Is part-owner and
operator of a local travel agency.
Her fob took her away from home,
sometimes for a month at a time,
which, Atkinson sald, “enly strength.
cned the ties between me and my
son.

“It gave us time to be alone to-
gether, time to bond, time to play,
time to learn,”

When contacted, Terrl Atkinson
preferred that her attorney speak
for her. Requests to speak to Farm-
ington Hills attorney Paul Harty
went unanswered.

HAROLD ATKINSON filed sult

crash

Funeral Home, Farmington, The
Rev, Charles Beynon of Flrst United

for divorce w)mn he snld his wife
told him she wag going to South Afrl-
ca with the child,

Atkinson said he asked {or custody
ol the boy to prevent belng scparat-

ed from him, and asked for a court
order to prevent his former wife and
the chlld from leaving the country,

The infunction was lssucd, but
Terri Atkinson dld make the trip to
South Africa with the child.

“When we asked the court to en-
force that order, to hold her In con-
tempt, hold her responsible for her
violation, we were denfed,” Vietor
said,

Harold Atkinson’s attorneys were
denied entering the testimony of psy-
chologlst Jack Haynes, who signed
an affidavit stating that “denial of
visitation or removal of the minor
from the state would be extremely
detrimental, both emotionally and
psychologically, to the minor child
and the plaint!ff-appellant.”

The court denled a request to have
the child represented by an attorney,
according to Harold Atkinson's law-

'ers.

‘““The laws are there for the pro-
tection of the child, yet no one was
representing him and his right to
have a father,” Robblns said.

ATKINSON RAN into Catch 22s
along the divorce route.

He sold his Farmington Hills
house by a court order to divide as-
sets between the two partles. One of
the reasons glven for his not getting
custody of the chitd was that he had
changed resldences, he sald,

Early on In the divorce proceed-

Robblns' question now Is, “Where
does this man flt Inte the court sys-
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such high standards,” sald Capt.
Richard Esposito, also a member of
the 101st Alrborne Dlvision (Alr As-
sault).

Esposlto, who flew a slmilar traln.
Ing mission two mornings carlier,
sald Kennedy and hls co-pllot “were
supporting ground troops by provid-
Ing aerial cover when they experl-
enced some kind of in-flight emer-
geney."

AT THE TIME trouble developed,
the two were flylng close to the
ground and close to the trees — both
typical trainlng techniques. They
also were flying Into the sun, The

lchup&cr Cll‘tppedl ; tree before crash- Porch

ng, slto sa

YA lgtu of times when you experi- A;E-w&(ne‘gn N
ence an In-flight emergency, you Evanings by Appaintment

have one slight chance of putting the
helicopter on the ground in one
piece,” Esposito said.

Esposito characterized Kennedy
as “a good guy who 1it up a reom
when be came in” Esposito said
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Kennedy famil had told
him “all Phil ever wanted to do was
fy.”

In June, Kennedy received an
Army Meritorlous Service Medal, It
honored his handling of successive
assignments as a pltot and an in-
structor pllot for Company A, 226th
Attack Hellcopter Battalion, of the
101st Airborne Division,

“His leadershlp, professionallsm
and aviation expertise contributed
significantly to the unit's high level
of combat readiness,” read the ac-
companying proclamatlon,

It added that Kummdy'x initiative
and devotion w duty “carncd blm
the respeet and adm!rnuun of all
with whom he served.

LAST DECEMBER, Kennedy was
awarded an Army Achlevement
Medal for his efforts in initlating and
coardinating acroweapons gunnery
and training for an aeroweapons pla-
loan during a November tralning ex-

Kcnnedy “*quickly demonstrated
injtiative and a professional ‘can-do’
nmtude, which enabled him not only
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to quallfy all the platoon’s pllots but
also carned him the accolades of all
those who worked with him,” the ac-
companying proclamation md.

Kennedy was o member of the
Army Aviation Association and the
Association of the US. Army. He

WOMEN'S COTTON ATHLETIC SOCKS WITH COOL, VENTILATED SOLES
Let your feet breathe naturally with Sweet Soles™. Patented cotton socks .
with cushiony soft, ventilated soles. Parfect for sports or long distance
walking because they keep feet frash and comfortable all year -
long..warm In the winter, cool in the summer. Roll-down style In white;
Turn-down In solid white or white with stripes; Pom-pon bootie In
solid white or white wilth stripes. Fit sizes 9-11. Palr, 3,50; 3 for 8.25.
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Wo welcome Jacobson's Charge Card or The Amerlcan Expross? Card.

* The hottest styles plunge in price! .
® Swimsuits: Originally 136 to 4150, now 21.90 1o 8290,
* Unforgettable—maillots, bandeaus, bikinis, By these stand-out
dcslgnels. Anne Cole, Oscar de fa Renta, Plerre Cardin,
. Gottex apd countless others.
. Comups, Ongmally 48 to 1250, now 28.90 (o 149.90.
These poolside coverups—ihis scason’s raciest shift in attitude.
® in Sand and Sea Collections.
* Thero may have been fntermediate price reductions on some items prios to
this u!c Not every style available In every color ;nd me ar overy SFA store.
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