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By Joanno Mallszewski
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OR ALL practical purposes,
it looked like a disaster.
A natural gas pipe ex-
plosion had just ripped
through a North Farmington High
School chemistry lab. The 80 stu.
dents and-teacher lylng across the
floor were suffering from a myriad
of Injurles — chest wounds,
severed limbs, head wounds, burns
and cuts,
‘The Farmington Hills Fire De-
partment arrived at the scene —
on 13 Mile, east of Farmington
Road < at 12:35 p,m., seven min-

‘Explosion’
fets crews
hone skills

emergencles outside the scale of
usual proportions,

“I think we learned a lot. We
were well-organized. It showed us
some glitches. Afl we're trying to
do now Is trylng to Improve.”

Unllke hospital emergency, per-
sonnel, the 18 partleipating fire-
llshten were prepared for the dis-
aster drill,

“We had a planned event. We
determined to do that because this
is the firat time we have done this
scale of exercise,” Shurtle!f sald,

AT THE scene, Shurtleff was
deslgnated flre offleial In charge
while a Fleet Ambulance
triage

utes after th
Paramedics from Fleet Ambu-
lance (a division of Paramed Inc.)
arrlved flve minutes later, Mean-
while, unsuspecting emergency
room personnel at Huron Valley
Hospltal In Commerce Township
were about to be alerted to incom-
ing disaster victims.

Adding to the already disastrous
scenarlo was a serlous auto acel-
dent In Commerce Townshlp In-
volving flve adults and an infant.
Fortunately, at day’s end, all vie-
tlms — partlelpants ih a-mock dls-
aster drill — got off thelr guer-
neys, wiped off the makeup,
unwrapped thelr bandages and
went home,

STAGED BY Huron anley Hos-
pital and Bloomfleld Hills-based
Fleet Ambulance, the drilt was de.
signed to help emergency response
personnel assess thelr abilities to
respond to disaster, Whether an ex-
plosion, tumndo, fire or flood, an
emergeney'is classificd as a disas-

ter when it Involves 30 or more in-
jured people,

“We were approached {to partic-
Ipate) through'the ambulance com-
pany, We work fleld units while
generating injuries for a hospital,”
sald Lt. Tom Shurtleff of the Farm.
ington Hills Fire Depariment.

“It gives us the ability to know
we can be organized to deal with

wos R
officer. A trlnge officer is not in-
volved in treatment but cnsures all
vletims are cared for in order of

of injury.
stablized victims, gelermincd pri-

Far Hilts

ority Injurles ani
flrst aid,

“It's practice for all emergency
agencles to pull together in the
event of disaster,” sald Carol Loe,
Paramed public relations director,

Disaster drills are required to be
staged by hospitals to maintaln ac-
credidation through the Joint Com-
mission on Accredidation of Hospl-
tals,

“Most hospitals and ambulance
services all cooperate to put on
these dlsasters,” Loe sald,

A communications officer called
the Oakland County EMS Commu-
nication Coordinatlon Center,
which contacted neighboring hospl-
tals to determine emergency capa-
bilitles, status of blood supplles and
bed nvullnblllly.

AN EXPLOSION was chosen for
the drill because of the possible in-
Juries that could result,

“We need multiple types of inju-
rles, We aren't doing this just for
gore. But every injury is treated in
a certaln way.

“So we have ckemical burns, am-
putations, hcerallons, head inju.
ries,” Loe sal

{on ). North

i - o
Troy McCormick, a Fleat Am-

bulance paramedic, sorts out’

pationts according to the se-

verlty of thelr Injurles. e
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Ronald Silt (left) and Michae) Garr tend to North Farmington ngh Schoo) student Matt .
Megan Case (behind stretcher) portrays a worried family member. :

Dan noy (leﬂ) and D

on
mock disaster site to Huron Vallay Houpiinl.
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