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to all past and future All-

Area girls soccer players.
1t looks like the Michlgan High
School Athletic Association is going
to fake away your game — the Ob-
server & Eccentric All-Star Clas-
sie, Or at least alter it drastically,
Sorry, Jim Hughes and Dennls
O’Connor. They are taking your
baby away.
The decision-making body of the
MHSAA, the representative coun-
cil, has declared that underclass-
men may not participate in any all-
star game at any time. Those un-
dchlassmen who compete will be

ORRY, MARY KAY Husscy.
Sorry, Katy Andreae. Sorry

MHSAA ruling could
shut down Kick classic

game in the state,

You just aren't going to have an
overabundance of all-star games
with the so-called “minor sports.”

LET'S TALK about who sponsors
all-star games and why,

Certalnly, the carperations who
sponsor the events are Interested In
boosting thelr public image and in
legal tax shelters — not the most
altruistle of motives.

Coaches’ assoclalfens are prolif-
ic sponsors of all-star games. Their
molives are genuine, Thelr prima-
ry Interest s to provide a showcase
{or the athletes, a chance for them
to gain extra recognition on a

{or the g sports
season.

The state’s all-star rule has been
on the backs a long time. But In the
past, it aflfected only basketball,
football and hockey. Last month,
the council agreed to Infllet the
rule on all MHSAA-sponsored
sports beginning Aug. 1.

“The original reason for the all-
star rule was that kids were never
in school. They were out playing in
one all-star game after another,”
said Fred Sible, assistant director
of the MHSAA. “Magic Johnson,
when hie was in hlgh school, played
in something like 13 or 14 all-star
games. Now, the other sports are
starting to have all-star games.”

ON THE SURFACE, the state’s
all-star ruling s a good one. It is
designed to control potentlal ex-
ploltatinn of high school student-
athleles (blg corporatlons llke
McDonald’s and 7-Up have had
Jgreat success using all-star games
as tax write-offs) and to keep the
athletes in schiool.

You can't dispute the valldlty or
reality of those concerns.

But the MHSAA has spread the
blanket of this rule too far. To slm-
ply wipe out allstar games or
make them just for graduating
high schoot seniors Is a disservice
to the high school athlete,

Think about this. Which sports
are conducive to allstar games?
Football, certalnly, and basketball,
Baseball, yes, and, I suppose, hock-
ey,

But how many all-star volleybalt
matches have you been to? How
many all-star gymnastlcs meets or
wrestling tournaments? Have you
seen us publicize the O&E a1!~slar
swim meet?

Of course not. There aren't any
such events, As far as we can tell,
ours was the only all-star soccer

Proflt, gener-
ally, is not an Issue,

Then there are media groups,
such as the Observer & Eccentrle.
Tl speak only for the OLE., We
consider our newspaper a commu-
nity service and part of that ser-
vice is to support the athletes with-
in our community.

We not only sponsor the soccer
classle, but a mens and womens
golf tournament, a junior bowling
tournament, and we help sponsor
several 5K and 10K runs.

We do not sponsor these events
for profit; we've never made a
prolit on anything we've spoensored.
We do not, as one MHSAA officlal
suggested, sponsor (hese events to
boest our circulation. That's plaln
silty.

WHEN HUGHES and O’Connor
began formulating plans for the
Q&E Soccer Classle, we talked
about the cthics and practicalities
involved. We took our plan to the
MHSAA for approval, The MHSAA
had no problems with it. We asked
our coaches and our athletes about
it, and all feedback was positive,

The game, now four years old,
has been a success. The community
has supported It by attending the
games. The games themselves
have been clean, well-played nnd

And most
the players lave them.

Katy Andreae, the Birmingham
Seaholm star, sald the game pro-
vided her the chance to play with
and against the very best players in
the reglon and state — something
she wouldn't have otherwise been
able to do In her carcer at Seaholm.

Mary Kay Hussey, the three-
time all-stater from Livonta Ste-
venson, begged us not to let anyone
take the classte away, “It's a great
game for the players,” she had
satd.

Diroff wins at Canton

Allan Cook of Canton and Peggy
Diroff of Farmington were the blg
winners at the elghth annual Canton
dCountry Festival §-mile run Satur-

ay.

Peggy Dirof! (Ion) ot Farmlnglnn and Allan

‘The event attracted 122 runners.

* Cook, running in the 20-20 age di-
vislon, came across first with a 26,27
clocking. Diroff, same age group,
finlshed in 32.52.

Cook of Ply

.ma National Sporln Fostival,

now at K

DAN DEAN/staff photographee

y, wiil represent the Midwest at

wero
y at Ihu Canton Counlry Festival S-

1t was a milestone day for Canton
runners. Prior to the event, Canton
residents Melba Hatch and Bl Boyd
were honored for being named Mich-
igan Runner Magazine's Runners of

‘The winners

Miler. Cook was the firat person 16 cross the
tinish line. He ran a 26.27.

the Year.

Boyd procecded to establish an
event mcord In the 40-49 age group
llnlsmngln 2137,

Here are the mens age group
winners: Erlk Opdyke, Dearborn, 14-

* under; Michael Frampus, Redford,

15-19; Cook, Canton, 20-29; Thomas

. Taylor, Ypsllanti, 30-39; Boyd, Can-

ton, 40-48; Paul Et&lngcr, Plymouth,
§0-over.

The age group champs for the
women were; Stacy Nield, North-
ville, 14.under; Lynda Schendel,
Piymouth, 15.19; Dlroff, Farming-
ton, 20-29; Dlane Rizlk, Plymouth,
30-39; Dawm Tellier, Canton, 40-49.

CANTON COUNTAY FESTIVAL
5-MILE AUN

1. Atian Cook, 20.27; 2. John Yaios, 26.44; 3.
Thomas

ugl i 3
s«m Harrison, 20.45: 6, John Koios, 20.47; 9.
n« Sovn 30. w, 10, Mmol F:nm;m. 3025,

r Bohi
3015. 13, DlMd Flllt\t.wsl. ‘

32, (I(r 22, Dan deek. 3242..23 Pete Vea,
4. Poggy

32.50; 2
Sehwmidt, 33.02.

26. John Lipford, 33,10; 27. Dana 5|nmnq~
worth, 33.10; 28. Jay Michasison, 33.19; 2
Thomas 1%: 30, Roa Ziemba, 332|
1. Mark Vetnon, 3).21; 32. Jack Pacento,
33.21; 33. Mark Rk, 33.40; 34, Matk Suchott,
33.48; 35. Ketlh Procior, 33.50; 38. Randy No-

-

Dualf, 3251; 25. Paut

lesting, 34,08; 37, Splro Kareay, 34,17; 39, Wil
tam Tennay, 34, 9. 81 Swih,
Rod Jenking, 34 Jomos M

h,
43. Randy
, 34.54; 44, Scott Sirykor, 34.55; 45,
.lumu Hudnm 35.13; 4B, Craig Nalson, 35.14;
47 D‘:M Rizik, 35.25; 4B. Robbl Woolad,

a1,
34 30; 42. Chaties Prucnal, 34.37;

fom Kassel, 35.36; 50. Larry O'Con-,

w

Stevon Cunningham, 30.20; S2. Gml
supp, 38.24; 53.Bob Muphy, 36.24; 54, Rich
J, 36.24; 5S. Paul Enmu. 3&30
59 Go«uc Mondoux, 38.35; 67. Fied Gurof,
36,60; 63, Aobert Cobon, 37.04; 59, Lynda
Schendel, 31 10; 60, EM Dolage, 37.36; 81.
Paul Balog, 37.36; 62. Tom MacDonald, 37.: 4\.
83, Jim Donalay, 37.48; 84. Donnis Hoe
97.55: 05, Mary Brunc, 37.05; 60, Kurt Glh‘(m
37.58; 67. Richard Cole, 38.03; 86. Danlel Du-
chacan, 38.1%; G' Gersld Heath, 38.11; 70.
Gme soroa 38.24; 71. Dasryl Forimio, 30,36,

Jawm 38.43; 73, Eric Opdyke.
QB.l?: 74. Deonia M:Em‘ 35.42; 76, B Tur+
nay, 39,42,

76, Jim Bryans, 39.51; 7. Willam Murp
3050; 78, Brpven oy, 30.80; 70, afl o B
2, 40.13; 80, Larry Baroen, 40.13; 81, Drex
Morton, 40,20; B:
Thoras Lalour 40415 B8 T‘hnﬂymk' 100
85. Walt floasor, 41,16; 8. Rulbann Trout,
41,26; 87, Kara Carlion, 41.40; 89, Susan Ny-
quist, 41.41; 89, John Roughloy, 42.00; 90. Tod
Sonach, 4205 91. Richard Loy, 4212; 02.
Vito Curcuro, 42.15; 93. Daan Wiy, 43.1
Margla Boued, & W Sincey Hio. 4520

awn 97, Donna Saaach,
255755, Kot Cirk, 45,06, 9. donnio
Dagg. 45.06; 100, Danlol Baker, 45.08.

1a| Thm\n ﬂrylm. 45.09; 102: Aonald
. Ron Klays, 45.40; 104. °
Gmlld Rmol. ‘5‘& 105, Stephania
4545, 108, Bathann Gyorke, 48.00; 107,
Bharon Pisifter, 40.40; |08. Erc Jawu 40.55;
109. Paul Vancamp, 47.00; 110, Shane
M’. 47.00; 1M1, BBI Kml\ 47.05; 112,

A7 Jeanine Lon-
lWI’L 47.35; 114, Ly‘ﬂ WNDN& 48.63; 115,

ming , 60.14; 118, Loona Daldono,
51.21; 117. Shalla McEvoy, 51.30; 118, Torl
Ehinger, §3.30; 119, Elake Rosat, 54.00; 120,
Jenniles Kuchara, 85.37; 121. Susan Kuchero,
998.48; 122. Willam Kuchera, 5848,

Ex-Stevenson spiker Bokovoy
big hit at U.S. Sports Festival

By Tom Hendorson
staff writer

voy succesafully tried out in Florida
while her Wildcat team was there

Lisn Bokovoy, a former superstar
in volieyball, softbatl and basketball
at Livonia Stevenson, has taken a gl-
ant step toward her goal of playlng
volleyball for the US. team In the

- 1988 Olymples.

Bokovoy, who was a standout as a
freshman last season at the Univer-
sity of Kentucky, has been selected
to play for the north team in next
month's Natlonal Sports Festlval In
Houston. .

Bokovoy ls recovering from an ap-
cration in April to remove bone
spurs and {at deposits in her right
foot and is currently undergolng re-
habllitation, but she vows to be
ready for the festival, which runs for
two weeks beginning July 23.

“It’s still o little tight, It feels like.
a big cramp,”, she said of her fool.
“As it stands now, I'm golng. I want'
to go desperately. I'll go even U I’
in paln because'l want the experi-
ence.

“The Olymplcs are a goal. In
Houston, I'll see what it’s all about,
playlng with the top players In the
country.”

THERE WILL be 48 volleyball
players divided into four teams —
cast, west, north and south — at the
aports (cstlvnl They were chosen In
a series of tryouts last spring, Boko-

v

for an during
spring break.

“I surprised myself at the
tryouts,” sald Bokovoy by phone
from Lexington, Ky., where she has
a summer job in the school’s food-

enginecring depnrunent. (She plans
to major either in food englneering
or civil engineering.}

*We'd been in the tournament all
day and the tryouts were at night,
But I declded to Just be aggressive; I

played all out. I surprised m;
with my hitting and my delense. and
when 1 walked out, I thought my
chances were pretty good.”

‘Two months later, the word came:
She had been selected to represent
the porth team,

Bokovoy has been undergolng re-
habllitation five days a week, an
hour and a balf a day, Two weeks
ago, she resumed volleyball practice
and she says doctors fell her she
should be fine by the end of July.

BEING NAMED to the tcam caps
a blg first year of college for her.
When volleyball practice began last
August, she was projected as a
backup, and In fact was not in the
starting lincup when the season be-
gan. But an wury to one of the start-
ers moved her Into the No, 1 unit
carly In the season and there she
stayed

By the end of the season, Bokovoy,

a 6-foot-1 middle blocker, had
played in 137 of the team's 141
games — the team played 37 match-
es, which are on a best-of-five-game
format ~ and led the Wildeats in kill
percentage and blocks. She had 393
kills In 1,068 attempts, or 37.3 per-
cent, and added 80 solo blocks and 86
shared blocks for a young Kentucky
team (three freshmen starters),
‘which went 14-23,

“I've still got to work on my de-
fense, but it's come a long way slnce
the first days of August,” she said.

She admitted there was a big ad-
Justment from high school athletics
to major college athletles, but she
has been able to keep the fun in 2
game that is pract!catly a Job, too.

“I enjoy it,” she sald, “Therc are
times you say, ‘Oh, there’s all this
work and the pressure of school’

ng to budget your time is what
makes It not fun, but Idon't get up in
the morning and think, 'Jeez, I gotta
m;' to practice today.’ But itislikea

“In pre-season, it was elght hours
a day, six days a weck, and that
wasn't any fun, After pre-senson, I
liked it a lot mure — the traveling
and the games.”

Bokovoy, who has mnlnulncd aB
average, Is down to just one aport at
Kentueky. *They don't have a softs
ball team here and I'm kind of glnd
!dnn‘t have to be tempted.”
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