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Hydroplane dr

By Marty Budnor
statf wrilor

Talk about belng left high and dry.

That's what owner Bill Wurster,
driver Scott Plerce and the Miss Ex-
ecutone U-8 racing crew must have
{elt Nke this winter. They all were
looking forward to 1986 after a tre-
mendously inspiring 1985 campalgn
on the Unlimlted Hydroplane Raclng
circuit.

However, beeause of new market-
Ing stratcgies at the corporate level
of parent company Continental
Telecom Inc., Miss Executone will
not be amang the field of boats
pounding across the Detrolt River
Sunday In the Amerlcan Power Boat
Assoclatlon's unlimited Gold Cup
race.

In fact, Wurster's boat ls stil) sit-
ting back home In Seattle collecting
dust and awalting new sponsorship.
The turn of cvents was extremely
dlsappointing to everyonc fnvolved
with Executone racing, fncluding
Chief Executive Officer Paul
Boudreau of the Troy-based Exccu-
tone Business Systems,

“Although it's regrettable and dis-
appolnting, the story is stmple,” cx-
ptalned Boudreau, a Bloomfield Hltls
resident. “There was a complete
change [n mapagement and the
whale philosophy (n terms of promo-
tlon and advertlsing completely
changed.

“Each year it seemed ltke we had
a b in per

ver dumps Executone boat

TRICK SMITH/statt photographor

Hydroplane driver Scott Piarce is eyeing his first-cver Gold Cup championship Sunday on the treacherous Detrolt River courso,

Van Lines), Miss 7-11 and the Miss
. There was even talk of

5 Imp
of both the boat and the erew. Each
year we would learn more about
promoting. I thought we were just
starting to get rolling in terms of
promotion.
“Our four-year raclng program for
the Execdl came to a hl!

switching over to the turblne-
powered cnglnes that are fast be-
coming the modus operandi on the
unllmited circuit,

Pleree plloted the Rells-Royce-
Merlin-powered Miss Executene to a

halt,” he said. “But I sthll haven't glv':
cn up hope that we'll be able to do
something In the future.”

MISS EXECUTONE firmly estab-
lished Itself Jast year as a future
threat to such unlimited VIP's as the
Miller American (the former Atlas

Metroparks commission selects new officers

The Huren-Clinton Metropolitan
Authority has elected officers for
1986-87, They are:

Chalrman: John C. Hertel, who
represents Wayne County on the
HMCA and is also chalrman of the
Wayne County Board of Commls-
sloners and a professor of govern-
ment, environment and technology
at Lawrence Institute of Technology,

Vice chaleman: James Clarksan,
who represents Oakland County on
the MHCA. He is chairman and chlef
executlve officer of First Federal
Savings Bank and Trust.

Treasurer: Harry E, Lester, an ap-
pointee of Gov. James Blanchard
who represents the district at-large,
He is the director of the Unlted
%oclworkers of America, District
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*$300% REBATE
AIR CONDITIONING SALE

1. KIGH
EFFICIENCY

2. 10 N
SOUNDREVEL 3

3. YR COMPRESSOR  |J

RANTY

MODEL 3BEH018
INSTALLED AND
AUNNING FOR AS LOW AS
12!

5000

C - SALES INC.
Cooting & Heating Sales, Serice
and Custom Sheet Metsl
1!
39472 Ford Roads Centon, Michigan
Expiros July 31, 1986
* Combiaation of Camier and dealer rabates,

All
Athletic Footwear

30-50% off

McNish'’s *2250°
41084 W, 13 Mtis a1 Mesc.
348-1820
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pening vie-
tory In Miaml, The Executone crew
managed to stay atop the A L

was In

E: would not re-

for the sport's coveted natlonal
champlonship,

Miss Exccutone ultimately {in-
Ished sccond that September afier-
noon in Caltfornia to the more finan-
clally endowed and turbine-powered
Mililer American racing team.,

But the foundatlon was latd.

After four years of Executone
two fine sca-

Power Boat Assoclation's nationa)
polnt standings throughout most of
the summer,

Even entering the scason's last
race in San Diego, Miss Executone

sons of Improvement and refinement
wlth the Wurster racing camp, optl-
mism was at a feverish pltch,

Then the news came crashing
down llke a Detroit Rlver white cap.

The Grayling, a native
{Ish related to the trout, which disap-
peared from state waters during the
1030s, may be making a comeback.
Same 150,000 eggs of the Montana
Grayling specles arrived at the Dee
partment of Natural Resources Woll
Lake Flsh Hatchery at Matawan
where they will be raised to year.
lings for release in the spring of
1987,

The last known stronghold of the
Michigan Grayling was the Otter
Rlver [n the Upper Penlnsula. Habi-
tat destruction, primarily due to de-
forestation and compounded by the
massive log drives of the late 1800s
Is consldered the most likely factor
leading to the extinction of the fish,
according to the DNR.

o

Fitness buffs can gel a workout
cven when attending a family plenlc.

THINKING ABOUT
AIR CONDITIONING?

caLL Topay MEIETLIR

FOR FREE ESTIMATE
476-7022
ANYTIME

D & G HEATING & COOLING
15149 FARMINGTON + LIVONIA

outdoors

A “Fit-Trall" litness course, with 20
exerclse statlons over a 1.75-mile
course is open at Stony Creck Metro-
park near Rochester.

‘The course beglns at the top of the
hil at Eastwod Beach, then proceeds
along the blke-hike trail to a polnt
between the Southdale and Oakgrove
picole areas and returns on a tall
through woods and fields. The tratl
has three lengihs: casy — .75 of a
mille; average — one mile; full —
1.75 miltes, i

[

Several nature programs will be
held at Huron-Clinton Metroparks

Riding  (new $
essons Students)

D965 14 Milo
atlod Lake Hagaory

T
new its sponsorship for the 1986 sea-
san.
The turn of evenis certalnly
stunned Plerce,

*“I was very pleased with the
cutone) team,” sald Plerce, the 1981
co-rookie unlimited hydroplane driv-
er of the year. “We were learning
and growing together. We didn't
have a clue there was golng to be a
problem.

“We were even preparing a tur-
bine boal. Then, all of a sudden,
bang. I didn't know about it person-
ally until November. Then we had to

the weekend of June 26,

Stony Creck: “Nature for Tots,” a
program designed for 3-5-year-olds
and thelr parents, will be at 10 a.m.
Saturday at the nature center.

“Pedalin' Nature,” a bike-nature
tour around the seven-mile route to
learn about nature, will be at 9 am.

go scratching and there just wasn't
any funds avallable,

*But, you know the old saying: ‘No
bucks, no Buck Rogers,'™ he said.
“And that was the end.”

ALL OF A sudden Plerce was
uncmployed in a sporting fleld with
very few gpportunities. But he found
new llfe scme three months later,

‘The 30-year-old Seattle native
received a call from untimlited czar
Berale Little In February asking him
to drive the Mlss Budweiser Grlffon-
powered boat this season.

Naturally, Plerce jumped at the
opportunity to be part of the world's
most famous unlimited racing team,

Sunday, Partlcipants must bring a
blke or rent one from the park. Meet
at Eastwood Beach sile,

Indlan Springs: “Summer Wild-
flowers” will be viewed durlng an
outing at the park near Clarkston at
10 a.m, Sunday. Meet at the nature
center,

trrras
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“For ycars being in the smaller
camps and with the lower-budget
boats, you always dream of being i’
a camp like (Budwelser),” saldcn
Picrce. “When Mr. Little called L«
was very pleased. It was one of thew
happler days of my life.” “.

Little actually has two Misxin
Budwieser boats racing on this
year’s clrcult — the npew turblne«c:
power boat drlven by former World.a
Champion Jim Kropfeld and"
Picrce’s Griffon boat.

The turbine boat won the season's
first race two weeks ago In Miamisi
with an average speed of 102,485+
wmilles per hour (fastest competition, *
lap of 107.357), Its fastest qualifying.:
1ap was 122.795 mph. it

Mlss Madison, driven by Rone:
Snyder and formerly sponsored by'
Speedy Printing out of Birmingham,
was second followed by Plerce fn thon?
‘Grlffon Budwelser. i

Pieree admits he pressures ofi-
driving Mlss Budwelser are uniquely-1}
higher than when he was with thess
“lower-budget boats.” N

“With the Executone you were the-.:
underdog fightlng the blg boys all
the time,” sald Plerce. “You're the'
top dog with Budwelser. o

“It's Hke a role reversal for me. Itu:
took me out of a challenger position
to the favorlte position, It does put;
extra pressure on you. It puts you {n«z
a different frame of mind than whati;n
Iwas last year with Exceutene. w13

“If I finlshed and did well every:
one was hoppy,” he sald. “Now, I."
can’t find justification to lose a race,
It’s a complete different set of lde-;:

als, K]

Plerce says the Detroit River 15™
the most challenging course fn un.
Umited hyrdoplane racing. While™
Pieree reallzes the hazardous condi-J«
tions In Detrolt, he ls looking for™'
ward to Sunday’s race,

“I have the best opportunity that
I've ever had in my career 5o far to
win a Gold Cup — it's the most pres-*
tigious race on the cireult,” he sald.

The Executone may not be there, ©
but Plerce is ready to go. !

KensIngton: “Crawlers, Jumpers ,
and Fllers,”" a program about the
identification and hablts of common; .
insects, will be held at 2 p.m. Sun-
day, at the nature center.

Most programs are free but re- |
qulre advance reglstration, Vehicle
eniry permits are required. .
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wood deck Kits : ' *
do-it-yourself and save d99 eared fence ot

. A oeA - mall 6'x8'sactlon [ ',
tronted N B

- | treated lumber inciudes:
-]+ 2x6 joists {2 layers)
“|* & posts

treated
phsents

31288

4" wide pickets
rough 2 sldes

P
\:5/4" x 6" deck boards

SAVE 50%
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HERE'S HOW WE DO IT1
We replace all esisting doars

your cbaice of custom made volld

It

real wood vencer.

< TOPS - 5§

DAT DESIGNING AT WHOLESALF PRICES
For solid wood

les, enils and sic
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DON'T BUY NEW KITCHEN CABlNE’i‘S
CHANGE ONLY THE FRONTS

old-faskloaed kitchen Into s besuriful,
am Lichen for ¥ the price, 48 the

and drawer heads with
peefiained wood and
des with your cbolce of
« lasull all new decorsior hardware,

KS » COMPLETE KITCI

cablaets froot replacement, Call anvM
FARMINGTON  p1£RCE'S NU WOOD FRONTS

HEN &

LIVONIA
522.0297

[“Let us Service your
Roo‘f’in)q and Siding

Necds 0?\“6

Calotes Fiberglas

Baturday 17

HOURS

Whits No. 2's

Shingles ..o 18% Siding  gnoos

porsaurs Spectal ..., 539
Certain Tond Harlzon White 54VIng) persquate
Pramium T 59085
Shingles .. S37% Siding ....’39%

pefaquare C+-2430r More 53595
91, Box Coll Stock ..
ﬂooﬂng Nails .52790 We are disiributors for X k perea

C_ ek HunlerDoughs SIding cioug ou Vi ot e

WACARRY alarge N . _/Whllear Brown '
graarer s . * Soffitt ...,
miaes | Lee Wholesale Supply g guron

.
85985 Grand River- New Hudson
h 437-6044 0r 437-6084

Buy NOW
and SAVE!
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: ( in the bathshop
-} tuband single real oak
;*  shower shower framed
enclosures EOC:; mirror
: 24t
2 door unit s wide da;lt:ury's:r':les I
i choice o
37988 low 56488 orqarkoask
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whole house fans
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20" fan
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monday thru friday 8 8.m.8:45 p.m.
saturday 8 a.m.-5:45 p.m.
aund 101.:71.4:459._&

" 26"x86" whito or green
30" fan standard |hlckngﬂss
I n2230- $169°8
\ Includes: hoavy 4,50 02. white only
b fan= shutters and gﬁ"’:gg"o:?;"
‘ 26" x 120"
2 speed switch J oluminum notls & necapsorios Inatock
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