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HE VOICE WAS that of
Kevin McCarthy, cheerful
ly answering the phone
from his home in Los An-
geles one afternoon last week.

‘The actor was obvlonaly in good
splrits ~ *You've called at a perfect
time® — as he talked willlngly about
his role as Harry Truman in the one-
man show “Give ‘em Hell, Harry.*

MeCarthy, whose credits include
stage, sereen and televislon, s bring-
Ing “Give 'em Hel), Harry™ to the
Ann Arbor Summer Festival for one
performance, at 8 pm. Tuesday,
July 15, in the Power Center. The
noted actor has been dolng the show
for about eight years, playlng in 47,

e sald,

This will ba the first time for the
show in the metropolitan Detrolt
area, although McCarthy has done
the Truman portrayal in East Lans-
ing, Sturgis and Saglnaw,

“l DO TRUMAN when it’s feast-
ble,” he said, I dId a TV scrles fora
while - and I could slip away —
and flims. I did 85-70 performances
in 1984 of Truman, on the centennial
of his birthday. I did work on the
Broadway stage thea. It’s a great
thing to have that man nearby.”

The actor said Margaret Truman
saw a performance he did as Tru-
man about two and a half ycars ago.
*“She was so full of pralse for what I
did, she gave me & quote for the fly-
er: ‘Kevin McCarthy s superb as my
father In ‘Glve 'em Hel}, Harry "

McCarthy sn't the first actor to
appear in this particular one-man

show. “It was first done by Jamcs
Whitmore 10 years ago. He walked
away {rom it.”

McCarthy sald Whitmore did the
role on stage, but after Whitmore re-
corded It in Seattle for a film per-
formance, which was shown s a fea-
ture flim, he no longer had any later-
est In dolng the role..

“Another actor tricd to take over
the road tour after the film, but he
wasn't too successful” MeCarthy
sald. . .

The author, Samue! Gallu, sug-
gested McCarthy might ke to play
the role. Although the performer
doesn't bear a physlcal resemblance
to Truman, and is more a leading-
man type than a character actor, the
author told him, “You'll do just fine,”

WHAT DO e

‘Give ’em Hell’
Kevin McCarthy plays Truman

‘I try to get near to him
without trying to
impersonate him. 1 .
don’t wear any paint or
powder.’ ;
— Actor Kevin McCarthy -

strong-featured McCarthy ‘do to
make himsell look like Truman? *I
don’t do anything,” he sald. “I comb
my hair on the left hand side of my
head. I wear rimmed spectacles and
blousy, baggy suits of the era. I wear
a Stetson of the type Harry used. I go
up and down the alales with a cane. I
try to get near to him without trylng
to impersonate him, I don't wear any
paint or powder.”

MeCarthy sald he admires Tru-
man for his candldness, his humility,
hls modesty and his courage.

“The qualities of this man are just
80 attractive. As he sald, ‘I am a one-
man lobby for the peopte.’ ®

Dolng the show is a hard job,
McCarthy sald. *You stand up on the
stage for two hours. I work with a
stage crew four or five hours and go
on. And I don’t know 1f tho cues will
work.”
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pectus to the theater, listing the
things he wants, which include a
desk, a bale of hay, a lawnmower
and a platform for a whistle-stop
train, to name just a few, °I tell
them what I need .. . a pool of light
In the Qval Office.”

The play starts in the Exccutive

Office. *“It opens with a letter to

Margaret,” McCarthy sald. *He
sirides to th and tells

haberdashery guy and found hirmio)
runnlng for country judge.”
During - the show, McCarthy
Truman talks about the conflict with
MacArthur, the’ dropping of the
atomlc bomb, and meeting Stalln
and Churchill at Potsdam. Thiin
there's the eplsode where the pregl-
dent is out In his shirtsleeves cutting
his lawn on Sun(.in& morning, and

gz

o
what it's like to become president.”
To filustrate, the actor quoted Tru-
man saylng, ‘Hell, I can't compare
gyscl.! to Roosevelt or ChurchilL'* -

MeCARTHY SAID the play ram.
bles around to when Truman flrst
started out. He got into politics after
the depressfon of 1922, “He was a
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“flesty, pragmatic at es, funy
and salty kind of guy,* . =
‘The actor and bl wife, Catherizie
Crane McCarthy, have lived in thejr
Los Angeles home for the last fige
years. He sald they're really Now
Yorkers but stay in L.A. becausaof
the family life with their children.="
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