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Unmasking a tal

ent

Current pop trend has artist castmg in that dlrectlon

By Janlco Brunson
staff writar

T ACIAL MASKS, the pop art
;| trend of the moment, are

caplured by artists [n a va-

ricty of artlstle expressions,
using a wide variety of medlums.
* The masks range in size from min-
latures appearing on jacket lapels, to
larger-than-life versions that de-
corate walls. They are created from
metal or ceramic, papler-mache or
(abric., Some are contemparary, as
real as life. Others are traditional,
an excrelse In fantasy.

John Sutton of Garden City Is an
artist of faclal masks. The 58-year-
old Sutton has taken the medlum and
personalized a style of expresslon he
describes as “on the average, realls-
tie.”

SUTTON'S MASKS are nearly
life-size and a majority of his 62 or
50 samples are realistic. Some are
extremely  lfeJike, portraits of
women donc on commlssion,

But an equal number possess fan-
tastic colored halr of blue, purple or
green, and traces of anlmal-like fea-
tures.

The most-personalized aspect of
Sutton's masks are the eyes. Eyes in
a normal mask are cut out, revealing
humar eyes when worn. Sutten'’s
masks are not intended to be worn
and the eyes are Intact.

Most are shaded traditlenal blues,
browns and hlack but there are star-
tling sets of eyes calored gold, tur-
quoise or Javendar. All are outlined

with thick, luxurlous lashes, “beauti-
Iul sets of lashes,” Sutton said.

Because the masks are hand-
painted, no two are allke, Each Is
signed by the artist, making them
collector pleces of potentially In-
creasing value.

MOST OF Sutton’s masks repre-
sent female faces, whether it be a
glel's face plastered with freckles,
Sutton's Interpretation of Jullet or a
fantasy mask wlth feline features.

Sutton fashlons hls human por-
traits from colored phatographs sup-
plied by the customer. He uses he

The most personalized
aspect of John
Sutton’s masks are the
eyes, Eyes in 8 normal
mask are cut out,
revealing human eyes
when worn. Sutton’s
masks are not
intended to be worn
and the eyes are intact.

photograph to gauge
and hair color. }lu sah! the phuto is
all he needs to palnt an authentic
likeness.

The most difficult commissioned
order was a mask of a female llon,
complete with a mane, “Lionesses
don't have manes,” Sutton explained.
e ended up with a mask contalnlng
a mane of feminlne curls laced with
forget-me-not flowers.

Sutton, who was raised In Trav-
erse City, said he has no Idea where
hls artistic talent came from. Nei-
ther parent was artistle, Yet each of
their children are,

Sutton's sister, Edith Knapp of Yp-
sllantl, is an artist of local renown
and his brother, Harry, is Sutten's
right-hand man,

It is Harry who casts the cecramic
masks for Sutton to palnt. They are
cast from molds Sutton designed.
he “dreams new fdeas,” he said, he
designs new molds,

The two do seminars throughout

A hallway in the
Suttons’ Garden
City home is framed
with tholr ceramic
artwork. John
Sulton fashions his
fhuman portralts
from cotor
photographs
supplied by the
customer.

the mldwest.

This Christmas season Sutton will
release two new styles, one mask
decorated with mistletoe and ber-
rics, and another festooned with
mistletoe.

CERAMIC 1S not a new medium
to Sutton. He served for 16 years as
art dirccior for Ceramlc Arts &
Craft Magazine, a national trade
magazine. During that time he began
painting ceramics. He hos also au-
thored two books, “Brushwerk on
Ceramics” and “A Gulde to Painting
Features.”

Sutten.was trained as an artist at
Bradley University in Illtnois and he
has studled at Kennebunk Art School
In Malne, Prlor to working for the
magazine, he was a commercial art-
ist for 21 years.

A year ago, Sutton sald, “1'd been
the property of other pcople long
enough.” Last November he created
his first mask and business has been
good ever since.

His mask samples are displayed
for sale with the Michlgan Assocla-
tton of Gift Salesmen in Northville.
His work was displayed by Jacob-
son's In June and countless smaller
shaps carry the masks as wel. Sut-
ton sald lhey are priced between $50
and $60 each,

1f Sutton Is not busy fashioning
masks, he and Harry are attending
Indlan powwows in Michigan and
neighboring states, The Sutton broth-
ers are descendants of Potawatomi
Indians,

“We are big fans of Indian tore
and crafts,” Sutton sald.

Thls interest has led Sutton to
palnt ceramic pots in a style strong-
Indian

ly r of t:
style. Sutton also wnrks with oll, wa-
ter color and pastels.

John Sutton (left) and hia brother Harry team  molds and paints them, with the casting of

up to do ceramlc masks, John designs the

the molds falling to Harry.

PERFECT LARGER FAMILY canier eniranco ranch.

Great floor plan with vaulted ond bosmod collings In

Groat room, dining room and tamity room. 4 bedrooms,
Al

i
. Immaculatoly kept 4 bod-
room Colonial on bosutifully londscaped ot with mature
trecs. Contral Alr, fult basemont and simplo assumption.
Oulck occupnnvf, move-in condition. $144,900, 477-

COUNYRY IN THE CITY Buumul cwmry ot with mag-
nificont pina trees. Porfoct for family home, groat arca
for chlldron. 3 bedrooma, large remodelod kitchen. Don
for privacy or olfice. $74,000. 477-1111,

1111,
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‘COUNTRY AMBIENCE. Throo booroom ranch on a large

trood country siza lol. Finished basement for ontortaln-

{:‘B. Excelient homo for the young tamlly. $54,800. 477~
11

ALTA LOMA TRI-LEVEL. In-lo Nd Mas

sulte In this Bexible floor plan. Chmn. Inviting home |II

vory canvanlont nrea, near downtown Farminglon.
139,800, 851-1900,

. Move In condlition. $108,000,

ENDALLWUOD SuB. updnmd throo bedroom mn:h
n beaullul treed lot. Famity room, porch and finishod

851-1900,

T =
'BEDROOM RANCH Cuuntry living In cen-
trally located Southfleld, Large 3 bedroam ranch, 2%
baihg, 1st toor ulllity, 2 car attachod gorago with door
openor, Sellor says SELL. Mako ofior. $60,500. 477-

How 'ro Buy

A HOME

Free for youl

abto, $62,500, 559-2300.

...from Real Estate One

Invaluable buying and selling lips plus step-
by-step information on everything from
financing to closing on a new home!

Call any of the offices listed befow for your
free copy!

FREE TRAINING*

Pre-license classes
starting saon.

*smatl matorlals feo
+1908 Fioal Eatals One, tnc.

BRICK COLONIAL Snmp 3 bodroom, 2 car garage. Just
right for a family to move right Jn. Newly decorated, now
cablnats In kitchon, new carpating thruout. Central Alr,
Cable TV. Coillng fan, fonced yard. Appllances nogoll-

N T
CRANBROOX SUB. 4 Bodraom Colonial, tamlly room,
centeal alr, finlshod basomon! with possibla Sth bod-
room o office. $75,000, 659-2300.

room home with big kncnon lnmily room with firaptaca
off kitchen. Finlshed rm:ronllon room. Porfoct family
homa. Counlry tooling with city convenlonces. $78,800,
348-6430.

rming 4 bod-

OUTSTANDING TEN ROOM ralsed Ranch with 4 bed-

rooms. Hardwood floors upper loval with morble floors

In oniry foyer and bnths, Also hos 27 x 22 it. rocreation
0.

A METICULOUS BEAUTY! 3 bodroom, 2% bath cusiom

aplit-fovol canch, Hugo family room with natural fire-

placo. Wonderful kitchen with walk-In pantry, 1st floor

faundry and full basoment. Show to fussiost buyoral
118,900, 477-1111, .

CUSTOM CONTEMPORARY. Opon llowina rloor pluﬂ.
coramic foyor wilh opon stalrcase, groat room with
skyllghts, brldgod master sulto and bath, noutral decor
and scutplured landscapo, $189,800, 851-1800,

MOVE IN CONDITION, 3 Budroom 1% bath ranch wﬁh
nl, 2 car garago. This home haa
now carpel, Kitchen floor and freshly palnied through-~
out. Contral alr and attic fan. Kitchen bullt-ins. Priced 1o

tamlly room, basemot

soll, $71,800. 658-2300,

= S
SHARP THREE BEDROOM HOME. Groat foalujos -
Gorgoous living room. Hugo famity room, Spacious
kitchan with largo dining ared. Two car attachod garage.
Mollvatod Soflors. $72,800.

room and Bauna on unlry lavol. $174,000, 3+
o

all 844-4700.

$89,500. 6815700,
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MRS, CLEAN LIVES HERE - Today'
day's amonliles, Immaculate 4 bodroom ranch, wondor-
tul porch, formal dining room, firoplace In living room,
finlshod basoment, contral alr, sprinkiing system.

s nomu wltn yosior-




