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Changing attitudes easing artistic struggle

By Fayo Kuzma
special wrlter

OMEN ARE changing
thelr attitudes toward
themselves,"  observed
artist Eleetra

To make it as an artist today, a woman
must view herself first as a

s,

during her recent slide presentation
chronicling the accomplisbments of
Michigan women artists for “Wom-
en: Focus "86,"

The confercnce, held on the Unl-
versity of Michigan's Dearborn cam-
pus, reflected that changing attitude.

Stamelos’ story mlrrers that of
many women-strivers In traditional-
ly male fields. Persistence in the
face of mixed from male

pr

I. Her eight to 10 hours a

day at work should not be interfered

with.’

— Electra Stamelos
artist-instructor

field Art Associatlon, BBAA; and her

wtors and colleagues and determi-
nation in spite of family

id-fire Insights in an
art as an adjunct lecturer at the Unl-

tes and illness characterize the attl-
tude of the successful woman artist,
Such an attitude often leads a wom-
an to 1ake pround-breaking steps.

Stamelos, for instance, was enly
the second woman to graduate with
2 master of fine arts in water color
from Eastern Michigan in 1976, She
was about 49 years old,

Stamelns recalls ber father’s well-
meaning advice: “It's OK to be an
ariist, but learn typing.” Such com-
ments were typicai from her par-
ent's generation; yet, even after re-
turning to schoel — having put in 15
years as a typist — Stamelos still
heard non-supportive remarks such
as: How can you be an artist and be
married?” This Ume, it came from
the Py generation,

TODAY, STAMELOS Is a success-
{u) water color painter whose vision
incites figurative abstractlons. Her
warks are exhibited in such gallerles
as So Ho's Arbitrage and the Michel-
son Gallery in Washingtin, D.C. In
the metro-arca, she is perhaps best
known for her cfforts In saving the
Wilson Dairy Barn in Llvenla; her
encouraging style of teaching water
color for the Birmingham Bloom-

exhibitions

verslty of Dearborn. She
also serves the university as director
of art acqulsitions and exhlbitions.

Stamelos paints organic shapes
with technlcal verachty, as in “Blue
Cabbage,” on cxhibit at the Cantor
Lemberg Gallery on N, Woodward.
Insplred by the farm life near her
home in Hartland, the study of eab-
bage ls also based on her love of geo-
metric forms. For hldden beneath
the leaves and layers of glazes,
Stamelos designed a pattern of trian-
gles arranged according to the an-
clent methed for creating dynamic
symmetry, the golden mean.

While teaching beginning and ad-
vanced water color at the BBAA,
Stamelos has tutored several well-
known Michigon women artists, in-
cluding Laura Whitestde Host, Lilli-
an Moran and Mary Lou Westmas.
Reflecting the struggles and
achievements of Michlgan's women
artist’s, their storles were echoed

and 6. Still, she has managed to
teach art In elementary and second-
ary schools while also working as a
frec-lance artist, When her daughter
was five years old, she determined
to take waler color classes at the
BBAA. Slnee (hat time, she has start-
ed to preduce more finished work, In
fact, she has begun to show her work
and pick up prizes. Contact with
other artists, Host comments “keeps
the juices flowing.”

The vital interaction possible in
the art class Is also valued by Lillian
Moran, who recelved her bachelor of
fine arts degree from Wayne State
University, Moran asserts: “Art
classes create the proper eaviron-
ment for total artistic freedom.”
Such an approach Is reflected in
Moran's entircly origlnal vislon of a
still lite.

Stamelos explains that she scts up
a still Hife “mecely as a remijnder of
shape and form.” Moran takes It
{rom there, “If all the student’s work
looks like the teacher's,” Stamelos
advlses, “Run.” An art class should

To make as an artist today, a woman must
view herself firat as a protessional, Electra
ocus '68

“Blu
L

DAN Dlllll‘l photographer
born. She is shown here with her watercofor,

e Cabbage,” on oxhlgll at the Cantor -

tos told a Fi
recently at the University of Michigan-Dear-

commitment thraugh her art classes,
Stamelos commented that Moran
{requently completes two paintings
during one class period,

gl the slide p
covering the lives and work-styles of
some two dozen women avtists,

11OST, WHO EARNED a bachetor
of fine arts degree and teaching cer-
tificate from the Universlty of Mich-
igan In 1971, has two children, ages 4

Insplre not

APPLYING HER UNIQUE style,
Moran deslgns the Mlchigan Water
Calor Soclety's catalogues and invi-
tatlons. Added to this fult schedule
are responsibilities as wlfe and
mother. Yet, Moran maintains her

however, keeplng an
artisitc appointment becomes a tri-
al, A refrain among storles of wom-
cn artists [s the struggle to find time
for thelr art amid the demands of
family and {llness. Westmas, the old-
cst artist Stamclos profiled, is fight-
ing litness. Michigan winters are

g gallery in

particolarly troublesome to her.
Nevertheless, she continues to paint
and vivify the waman artist's requi-
slte determination despite adversity.
Often women can offer each olhﬁr

1 ad-

keep groups small and practice hon-
ecsty, acceptance and love,

To make it as an artist today, a
woman must view herself first as a
According to |l

the support lacklng
vocate support groups,” Stamelos af-
firms. Llke the artists who met in

“Her 8 to 10 hours a day at work
should not be interferred with.”

Parls Salons,
compatlble artists from small erl-
tique groups. Including spouses can
also enlighten attitudes about wom-
en artists, Stamelos suggests artists

However,

“At the same time, marriage takes
work and support.” Thercfore, far
women, the ecffort remalns, as
Stamelos puts it, “a juggling act.”

® CADE GALLERY

Saturday, June 28 — Mixed-media
paintings by James Poole, color
woodeuts by Carolyn Swiit Armitage
and furniture by Don Eifert will be
on exhibit through July 23, Recep-
tion for the artists 3-7 p.m. Saturday.
Hours are 10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tues-

® TOWN CENTER GALLERY
Tucsday, July 1 — Paintings with
non-traditional materials by Luz
Ines Mercler, Southwestern images
by Jean Richardson and silkserecn
metal cats by D. Gerstein along with
gallery selections are on exhibit dur-
ing the month. Hours are 10 a.m. to

@ TROY ART GALLERY
‘Tuesday, July 1 ~ Landscapes, cl+
tyscapes and flowers by local, na-
tional and International artists con-
tinues  through August. Summer
hours are 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tues-
day-Fridayuntl 3 p.m. Sawrday.
Closcd Saturdays In August, 755

® D & J BITTKER GALLERY,
LD,

‘Wednesday, July 2 — Contempo-
rary and Antique Japanese Textiles
plus regular gallery collection of
18th- and 19th-century Chinese fur-
pltire continue through Aug, 3.
Hours are 11 am, to 5:30 p.m. Tues-
d

® COUNTY GALLERIA
Wednesday, July 2 — “Mostra
D'Arte,” an exhibit of Jtalian-Ameri.
can artists, continues through Aug.
14. Reception to meet the artisis
6:30-8:30 pm. Wednesday, July 9.
Exhibit sponsored by Oakland Coun-
ty Cultural Council and the Italian

tand County Executive Bullding,
1200 N. Telegraph, Pontlac. .

® PEWABIC POTTERY :
Student show  will continue
through July 20. Regular hours arc

day-Saturday, 214 W. Sixth, Royal  5:30 p.m, Monday-Friday, 3000 Town W.Big B , Troy., y Study Group of Troy. Hours are 8 10 am. to’5 p.m. Tu y-Saturdays
bn{. v * ova Ccnlgr,Souu-(Inl):i. Y B Beaver, Troy., B[;mlnghnm. a.m. to 5 pm. Monday-Friday, Onk- 10125 E. Jeffersan, Detroit, .
r

e

30480 LONGCREST, SOUTHFIELD
S. ol 13 Milo/E. of Southtield. Birmingham schools, 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, famlly and Florlda room. 48 x 20 Inground
pool, ovely updaloed kiichan, fermal dining room. Boautiful ot.
$109,800 (L-304) 540-6777

ONE OF A KIND QUAD-LEVEL
BRING YOUR BEST OFFER on this Souihflotd FOUR badroom
homo. Panlied family room, 2 full and 2 hall baths, centeal alr
plus attic fan. Amoniilos Include; sprinkling systoim, Intarcom,
scrooned porch and MOREL $115,000 (B-182) 557-6700

QUALITY AND PRICE

THINX SUMMER and haw you will onjoy swimming In your own
custom INGROUND POOL. Ralax In tha large famlily room, cal
in tho custom kitchen. Droama do como lruol SEE THIS
HOUSE TODAYI $89,800 (S-201) 557-6700

SOUTHFIELD/LATHRU
g . ‘ 0 )

WATERFORD TOWNSHIP N

Quitesimplyln
expressing elegance,
qualityand prestige;
GlenOaks bas oo equat.

Glen Oaks. An exclusive private
community oestledin 10 naturally
landseaped ncres, complimented by @ fake,
stream and ponds, Bullt to zecommodate the
most discemmisg eye aod discrimisatiog taste.

1 ¢

Like the belicopter Janding pad aod all grounds security

- virtualiy Empenateable o the unlaviied. Ve, withln mizutes

from your doorstep, I:}\::Xvuom halt - with more than 150
s, a0d theat: 4 &)

stores, restavras your

perlain

BEALLORS'

851-2303 or 476-9100

joymeat.

U you asplre fo lIve In an eavironment offering the very best - make your

address Glen Oaks, a0d seek refuge In this oasis of burury.

Models open Sat. & Sun. 11-4 p.m.
or by appalatment.

View Sylvan Lake feom atmost evory room of thia lovely 2 bod-
room ranch, Lake accass In private park across strool. At-
toched 2 car garage. Watarford Schoals. Lovaly hllitop carnor
lot. $76,800 {S-274) 851-2303

FARMINGTON HILLS
Spaclous Nosan bulit colonlal with 4 bedrooms, 2% baths, for
mal dining room, family room with nalural firaplace, first flooe
taundry, central alr, nttached 2 car garago with opener, wood-
od lot and many oxtras, $119,000 (C-250) 851.2303

IO
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FABULOUS CALIFORNIA CONTEMPORARY
Ranch located on woodod acre and lol. Completely romodaiod
fn 1885, offoring now walls, Insulation, rool,” plumblng end

resiiaries

heating. 4 bodrooms, 3 baths, don, famlly room and second
floor loft mastor sulto. Call for all the additional foatures. Lo~
calod at 12/Inkstor area. $159,000. {(-260) 5472000




