Teachers’ unions win, keep 4

By Tim Richard
stalf writer

Teachers' unions flexed thelr po-
Jitleal muscle as the state House of
Representatives beat dawn plans to
require 180 days of cl: timea

Dunn  represents Garden City,
Livonta, Plymouth-Canton, Redford
Unlon and Wayne-Westland. He had
tavored the amendment.

“They're caliing in their chips,”

year.

The issue was whether to cllmi-
nate four snow days, specifically al
lowed n the Senate bill, from the
$558 mlllion school aid blll,

State ald {s based on 180 days, but
schools are not penalized for days
lost due to boller breakdowns, “snow
days,” teacher training and part-day
parent-teacher conferences,

“The school year has been reduced
20 days in 20 years — from 192 days
when I was on the local school board
te 172, charged Rep. Willlam Kelth,
D-Garden City, author of one of the
defeated amendments.

“Our youngsters have to compete
{when they graduate) on & global
fevel with those in forelgn countrles
who hnyc had 220 to 240 school days
ayear.”

SCHOOL BOARD lobbyist Gerald
Dunn, whose clients are 10 suburban
districts, sald the Mlchigan Educa-
tien Association and American Fed-
eratlon of Teachers “made four
snow days thelr number one prioti-

Aid for

Dunn sald of the unions. *They want

to d to thelr

they do have certain powers.”
Keith agreed after the vote, “The

teachers did a helluva job,” he satd.

“Too bad nobody was lobbylng for

the Kids,”

THE HOUSE spent more than an
hour last weck rejecting the 180-day
amendments, branded “hogwash” by
Rep. Robert DeMars, D-Lincoln
Park,

That was all the rcbuttal anyone
offered to Keith and Rep. James
O'Netll, D-Saginaw, author of simi-
lar amendments,

The Kelth amendment falled 39-66
with five absent, Those voling yes
wanted to require 180 classroom
days. Those voting no favered specif-
ically allowing four snow days. The
local vote:

Yes — Democrats Kelth, John
Bennett of Redford and James Kos-
teva of Canton; and Republicans Wil-
bur Brotherton of Farmington, Gre-.
gory Gruse of Madlson Heights, Da-
vid Honigman of West Bloomfield,

2-year

colleges scaled
down after veto

By Tim Richard
stafl wilter

After Gov. James J, Blanchard
vetoed a $196 milllon community
college aid bll, the Legislature
sealed it down to $169 million.

“That was what the Senate recom.
mended originally,” sald a pleased
Sen. R. Robert Geake, R-Northville,
a member of the Appropriations
Committee.

“It's a pretty good deal for Oak-
tand and Schoolcraft,” Geake sald
after the 33-3 vote last week,

OAKLAND Cemmunlty College
wlil recelve $12,8 million in the state
fiscal year beginnlng Oct. 1.

It's a 7.59 percent increase {rom
the current year, and one of the larg-
est percentage Increases for any of
Mlchigan's 29 two-year colleges.

Schoolcraft, in northwestern
Wayne County, will get $6.7 million,
up 6.7 percent from the current ap-
propriation, Its percentage increase
is a bit better than average for the
state.

Wayne County Community College
(WCCC) will get $20.3 million, up
about 6.34 percent.

GENERALLY, communlty col-
leges get a third of thelr opcrating
funds from state aid, a third from
property taxes and a third from stu.
dent tultion and fees — with one ex-
ception, ¢

WCCC property owners pay 0.25
mill while other districts levy at
least 1 mill (OCC) to 2.27 mills
(Schooteralt).

That bothered two outstate scna-
tors, who provided the only debate
on the measure.

“I think it's unfair and unrealistic
to require the taxpayers of the entire
state to underwrite and supplement
one community college district be-

cause the people within that district

have refused to vote additional mil
lage,” said Jack Welborn of Knlama-

200,

“I think It s unfair that the tax-
payers of this state should be forced
to supplement and make up the dif-
ference,” said Welborn, whose re-

Economic
awards go
to county

Oakland Counly olficials today
were scheduled to accept flve na-
tional awards from the American
Economic Development Council,

“Representing the AEDC at this
morning's County Board of Commls-
sloners meeting was John Curtie of
Michigan Bell Telephone Co,

‘“These awards merely emphasize
what an cxcellent job our Economic
Development Group does,” sald
County Executive Danlel T. Murphy,
whose office supervises economic
development.

. Awards were for: best marketing
literature used during 1986 In the
U.S. and Canada; {lrst place for iis
general marketing brochure; first
place for a full-color publications
advertisement designed to attract
aito-related  manufocturers; first
place for promotional direct mail
literature; and an award for Interna-
tional literature.

+ Accepting the awards were Mur-
phy; Richard Wilcox, county board
chalrman; Joseph Joachim, director
of economic development; and Jim
Berline of the Berline Group, mar-
keting communleatlons consultant to
the county,

makrs were concurred in by Alan
Cropsey of Dewitt.

THE STATE currently gives cam-
munity colleges more than $175 mil-
Hon, and Blanchard asked a 5.5 per-
cent hike to $185 milllon.

Gerald Law of Plymouth, Judith
Mlller of Birmingham and Gordon
Sparks of Troy,

No — Democrats Justine Barns of
Westland and Maxine Berman of
Southfield; and Republicans Lyn
Bankes of Livonia and Mat Dunask-
Iss of Lake Orlon,

The House version is different
{rom the Senate bill and will be sent
to a jolnt for

was being bargained away (in unlon
negotiations) so he put In an amend-
ment to make it 180 days.

“Somcone in the Department of
Educatfon declded it wasn't neces-
sary to make up snaw days. Then we
found the average was 172 days.
Now It's time to reverse that trend.”

Kelth said an education commls-
slon on which he served recently rec-
after 18 months work

compromise, Flnal passage Is due
this week,

KEITH TRACED how the school
year was whittled from 192 days in
the 19603,

“We found it was 187 days, then
184 days. Rep. E.D. O'Brien feared [t

that the school year be 200 days. But
the stale Department of Education
advised the panel that every dny's
extension would cost the state, $36
million, so Keith settled for starting
with a demand for 180 classroom

days.
He sald the loss of 20 days from

alone for the exclusiy

date
and

Jor men and women,

Known only by those who know.
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‘snow days’

® “The anticipatlon of snow days
Is a morale booster.”
& "“Snow days are not days of rest
and rehabilitation but shoveling
NO ONE defended the unlons' days.”
point of view during debate, but # Requiring snow days to be
O'Nelll of Saginaw sald unlon letters made up would mean Saturday ses-
made these arguments, which he de- slons that would cause “siress”
plored: among teachers.

- June 28this
Sensational Saturday
_ atSFA!

Come join us at Saks Fifth Avenue —
Troy as we celebrate Lagy Liberty’s
Centennial and salute the red, white and
bluel We've got an All-American array of
activities, entertainment and special
events that'’s guaranteed to put some
fireworks in your Saturday shopping!

* An old-fashioned barbershop quartet
will be strolling the store for your musical
enjoyment.

« “Russell the Clown” will up to his
antics, with balloons and surprises for
ourlittle customers!

* The Jean Deer Collection of exact

replicas of our First Ladies’ Inaugural Ball
Gowns will be on display.
= Get that “'Country-fair” feeling with -
complimentary popcorn and lemonade
on every level, plus a sampling of ice
cream and Silver Palate toppings on the
second floor, o
« For your listening pleasure, our piano
player will entertain you on the first
floor.

Plan to be a part of the excitement at '

— as we celebrate “Sensational *

Saturday” with a salute to the USA!

(O)7A

the school year meant “kids lose 1%
years of class In their 13-year expe-
rlence.”

THELOOK -
+OF THE YEAR
You know where you'll find it.

I's biere. The debut of summer’s
most sizzhng styles together
with the most extensive, the
most spectacular model search
m the world. it's The Look of
the Year 1986, and it's happen-
ing at Twelve Oaks Mall.

Join Trudi Tapscou from The
Elite Agencies of New York as
we host the Regional Finals of
the agency's exciting nation-
wide talent search. It’s an even-
ing of fashion and fun. high-
lighted by a very special sum-
mer fashion show featuring
summer hair styles by Heidi's,
the Twelve Qaks Mail Fashion
Panel and Fashion Guild and
hosts Colleen Burcar from
WCZY along with Alfiliate Tal-
ent model Do Hopkins, See
summer's best and brightest
styles from 35 of the stores at
Twelve Oaks Mall, plus the
selection of the regional finals
winner of an ali-expenses-paid
trip to New York for an Elite

. testing session]

THE LOOK OF THE YEAR 1986
Friday, June 27

7pm. to 9p.m.

Lord & fayror Coun
sponsored by Look of the Year,
JInc., dohn Casablancas, The

Elite Model Agencies and .
Starkives. ..

You know where you'll find It.

twelve oaks mall |

resi storws and

HUDSON'S, LORD [y TAYLOR, JCPENNEY, SBEARS®
and over 470 g1 pervices.
- 98 at Novi Road, £l 182
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