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End near for

By Chris McCouky
stafl wrlter

‘The Farmlington Harrlson girls basketball program is
on the ropes, its future, dim.

Ron Holtand, athletic director of the Farmington
Public School Distrlet, sald Thursday that a decision
will be made in August whether or not to continue spon-
sorship of a girls basketball program at Harrison.

“Chris Lessnau {the head coach of the program) hetd a
summer minleamp, like all the other schools in the
Western Lakes do. He sent out letters to the middle
schools and made about 80 phone calls te sce what kind
of interest there would be. He had a commitment from
about 40 kids to attend the camp. But only about 12 or
13 showed up,” Holland said.

The camp was cancelled,

“We are golng to start practice Aug. 11 and walt
about a week to sce what type of numbers we get,”
Holland sald. *We'll make a declslon at that time.”

The final declslon to cancel the program would be
made by the school's supcrintendent and the school
board. If an insufficlent number of players show up in
August, Holland said he wiil recommend that the pro-
gram be terminated.

“WE ARE very concerned about not belng able to
fleld a junior varslty and varsity program for safety
factors,” Holland sald. “You have seven or cight kids
Just extending themselves too far, And you have a sltva-
tlon where freshman and sophomores are competing on

Hawks’ g

the varsity level before they are ready. They are play-
ing basketball, but what arc they really getting out of
i

‘The Harrison girls basketball team currently holds
the longest losing streak in the state, Over the course of
the last three scasons, Harrison has lost 61 consecutive
games,

The constant losing has forced the better Harrison
players away from the game, Last year, Jennlfer
Hughes was the only senlor on the team and the only
player on the team Lo have ever experienced victory in
a Hawk uniform,

There has not been erough players to fleld a junlor
varsity team (he past two seasons. Several times the
team has begun games with only six players and fln-
Ished with less than five.

A.J. Baker:
Mr. Hockey

By Chrls McCosky
statf writor

Just who is this A.J. Baker charac-
ter?

\;ou sce his name in the paper a

hockey

Iot. You see hlm at every
hlgh school and junior hockey game
you attend. He scems omnipresent In
hockey elreles.

If you are true follower of ama-
teur and college hockey, you might
remember hlm from his playing
days. He played college hockey at
bolh Chio State and Eastern Michi-
gan before spending two years In
Sweden playing on a scml-pro cir-
cuit.

Now he's more or less known as
Mr. Amateur Hockey in these parts
— although the tltle will embarrass
hlm severely.

A.J. Baker, 27, heads up a compa-
ny called Midwest Hockey Schools
headquartered In Ann Arbor. Mid-
west Hackey is an off-shoot of Dave

s
Report project, McGuigan used to be
the director of amateur hockey de-
velopment for the Detroit Red Wings
in the Ted Lindsay era.

He was Baker’s mentor,

“McGuigan was a genius,” Baker
safd. "He created the position of am-
ateur hockey directer and sold It to
Ted Lindsay. That position is what
Danny Belisle Jr, (who works closcly
with Midwest Hockey) does with the
Wings now.”

MIDWEST HOCKEY, a fledgling
but forever growlng company, acts
as a clearing house for amateur
hockey In Michigan. It sponsors
hockey clinies all across the state, it
organizes and promotes high school
hockey through an all-state game
and the U.S. High School Invitational
Tournament and it lends able assists
ance to mldget, bantam and junfor
hackey throughout the state.

Also, Mldwest Hockey Is the spon-
sor of the Midwest Summer Hockey
League, soon lo begln ts fourth sea-
son at the Plymouth Cultural Center.

“What we are trylng to establish is

a supporting body to p

hockey,” Baker sakd. “We want to be
2 facility whereby young players can
gain the proper fundamental train.
ing and the proper exposure. So
many pareats and players are In the
dark about what junlor hockey is all
about. They may have a boy whoisa
star at the midget level but they
have no idea about the next step. We
can answer those types of questions.”

Baker's role with Mldwest Hock-
ey? He is a coach, a scout, a pro-
moter and an administrator.

“I'm deflnately trying to make a
career out of hockey,” Baker sald.
“I've recently obtained my market-
Ing degree from Eastern Michigan
Unlversity and I hope now to make
Midwest Hockey a year-round, finan-
clally stable business, We want to
make a few dollars, but at the same
time we don’t want to gouge the pub-
lic. 1 realize that's a very fine line,
but It ean be done™

THE MIDWEST Summer Hockey
League is a perfect example of what
Baker's aims are. After three suc-
cessful scasons, the MSHL has estab-
lished itself has superb off-scason
trainlng and conditioning league for
high school, junlor, college and even
professlanal players,

Mark Hamway and Richard
Kromm of the Islanders both spent
time [n the MSHL. But the NHL will
no longer allow its contracted play-
ers to compete in summer leagues.

Baker isn't fretting over it. He has
140 players ready to take the fee on
cight teams. The MSHL has gotten so
blg, an MSHL II has been created for
the younger players. It will play its
scason at the Ice Box in Brownstown
Townshlp, There are another 148
players in the MSHL IT,

7
Darryl Molse, who plays minor league hockey for the Erie ¢
Blades in the Atlantic Coast Hockey League, returna for his
Plonse turnto Page 2 fourth aeason in tho Midwost Summer Hockey League.
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irls hoops?

IT'S AN ironic situat!
Harrlson's proud athletle tradition. The school has had
consistent success In football, boys basketball and base-
batl throughout the 1980s. -

“It's like I told tha girls,” Lessnau sald. “First It's
basketball, then it’s soccer, then tennis, then track =
they all have problems getting glrls out. I don't know
why it is, but the best glrl athletes are not playlng
sports, They're in{o pom pons and cheerleading. I don't
know why that Is.” -

Lessnau does not expect things to change by Aug. 11.

*“It's really disappointing,” he sald, “I've done all that
I could do. And I don't think, come August, we'll have
anymaore kids show up.”
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soccer

200 kick squads
swarm Livonia

The World Cup may be over, but
soccer Is still going strong, particu.
larly at Schoolcraft College where
the Wolverine VII tournament will
Zc held Fridoy, Saturday and Sun-

ay. .

An estimated 200 youth teams and
3,800 players from the mldwest and
Canada wlll compete for age-group
tltles this weckend. Over 20,000 par-
tl:lpanls and spectators are expect-
cd.

Tournament play begins Friday at
three different sltes: 8:10 a.m, to 7
p.m. at Dickinson School and Bleen-
tennlal Park; and B a.m. to 7:20 p.m.
at Schoolcraft.

Matches will continue Saturday at
two sites: 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at
Blcentennial and 8:30 am. to 7 pm.
at Schooleraft.

All finals will be held Sunday at
Sehooleraft. Play begins at 9 am.

Admission Is free, but parking is
$1 per car, per day.

AGE-GROUP TITLES for boys
are as follows: under-10, 12, 13, 4,
15, 16, 18 and 19, The five girls dlvi.
slons include under-10, 12, 14, 16 and

10.

Games will be played simulta.
neously on 13 dlfferent flelds at
Schoolerdft, nine at Blcentennial and
four at Dickinson.

Last year, the tournament gencr-
ated an cstimated $1 million for the
local economy, This year, according
to Schoolcraft College athletic direce
tor Marv Gans, approximately-1,800
motel and hotel rooms /wlll be

booked. / \
Last year’s Wolverine VI tourney
produced slx champlons” from the
Observer and Eccentric coverage
area: (boys) Vardar III, under1s;
Troy United, under-15; Tray Michly
gan Metros, under-16; Vardar I,
under-18; {(girls) Plymouth Western
Suburban Soccer -League Stingers,
under-14; “and Livonla Florlst
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Beautiful Customized paving adds beauty
to Walks, Patlos, Driveways, Poolsldes, .
Shopping Malls & Public Squares.

Interlocking Brick Pavers are Durable and
Flexible to ground swelling and frost heave. !

Pavers add BEAUTY and VALUE to
residential and commercial property.

Malntenance Free Pavers are . N B
GUARANTEED to last a lifetime, and are Kl 3
comparable In cost to wood decks. -
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