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A new group called “The Handica-
pables” has been formed which fo-
cuses on individual assets, positive
attitudes and the sharing of coping
methods developed from each of the
members' unique situation.

Chris Morrow calls those coping
methods *“our handleapablilties.”

She calls the handicapable “a per-
son who, though handicapped, Is able
and willing to share his or her unlque
glits with others,”

The Farmington Hills resident has
a mailing list of about 20 now for the
group which meets in Qur Lady of
Sorrows Catholic Church and wants
to hear from others who share her
philosophy.

“Whether our. bodies are weak or
strong, we all have gifts and the po-
tential to help others,” she sald, “We

need to allow ounelva to share our .

Joys and sorrows.”

The group is also open to those
who live with a person who has some
restriction in thelr life. -

“It Is not easy to live with some.
one whose conditlon requlm your

Original inn

The Handicapables

New group formed to share its assets and accent the positive

attentlon, your care; whoso ability to
leave home Is limited. These people
have a commonality that can be
shared for everyone's advantage,”

she sald. "My husband comes to the

meetings with me and so do others
who live with someene who has a
chronle problem.”

-MORROW HAS been in and out of
schoo, In and out of wark, In and out
of hospltals most of her adult life.

“It's been an up-and-down road,
but I did learn to cope along the way,
1 dldn't enfoy a lot of it but I think
I've got the knack of it now, What-
ever I've learned can help someone
else and whatever they've learned
can help me. We can all learn to-
gether,” she sald.

“Pve had MS (multiple sclerosis)
most of my Jife but I stil? like me. I
do the best I can and leave the rest
with God.”

Morrow suffered the flrst symp-
toms of multiple sclerosis when she
was a student in ‘Mercy School of
Nursing.

“My eyes just kept closing. I just
couldn’t keep them open. I was
advised to take a year off,” she sald.

owner S

relative pays a visit

Getting In touch with one of the
relatives of the original owner of
Botsford Inn was one of the Iringe
benelits for innkeeper John Anhut in
his year of celebrating the Inn's
150th annlversary.

The occasion was Francls Leone
Shelly's 88th birthday and a dinner
party hosted by her family in the old
stagecoach stop, where she met.An-
hut and recalled some of her memo-

+ rles of the inn while she was growing

up.

Denlce Bowman, a Farmington
Hilts mldenl and Shelly’s gran-
daughter, arranged the dluner party
after reading about the yearlong an-
niversary festivities in the Farming-
ton Observer.

Shelly's great-great-grandmother
was Ollve Botsford, sister to Mliton
Botsford, the orlglnal inn owner.

Shelly and her party were given a
tour of the inn, a copy of the anniver-
sary book and some mementocs for
the family to kecp in their personal
archives.

Historical rescarchers for the inn
believe Shelly s the closest lving
relative of the original inn family,

‘The dinner party was made up of
Bowman and her husband, Chuck;
Shelly’s son and his wife, Dr. Kene

-neth and Mrs, Shelly; Deborah Her-

ceg, ' another of Shelly's gxan-
dnughun lnd her busband, Alan G.

Heree,
F'rnncl: Shelly is now a resldent of

Further attempts to get a degree
took her in and out of Wayne State
University, Unlversity of Detrolt,
where she got her bachelor's of so-

eral funding or because timing was
wrong in the job market.

Meanwhile “I dld tons of volunteer
work. I couldn't stay still. I couldn’
just not do anything,” she said of her

-

.work In a half-way house, in a sub-

stance abuse center, with troubled

‘It's been an up and
down road, but | did
learn to cope along the
way. | didn't enjoy a lot
of it, but I think 've got
the knack of it now.’

— Chrls Morrow

clal work, and Qzkland Community
College, wherc she earned her de-
gree in mental health,

Jobs closed on her for lack of fed-

and as a tutor for Bucket
Brigade” ’

MEANWHILE
children, “both against a doctor’s ad-
vice and I'm glad 1did,"she said.
One of the things Morrow lcarned
on her up-and-down road: was net-
working.

she also had two

-1 learned about that at U, ol D. :
_ture

and It made me an

2y

“Nothing is concrete when you arc>
forming o new group. Even the MS™
support groups are different from-
one another. We're still assessings -
‘The Handicapables needs, I'm thelr
facllitator to get started, but this Is
thelr group. They'll have to speak™”
out on what they want,” she sald,

THUS FAR she has had no (rauhlo
getting speakers, who have ulk:d
about a-gamut of things, from legls- -

sald, “I learned that you huve w
reach out and when you do, there ls a
lot out there that Is available for
you, a lot of services many don’t
know about, a Iot of people willing to
he!p It' Important that it all be

ing ln!ormauun is hclp(u
!onll of us w enable us to help our-
selves. The more you know the bet- 3
ter,” she sald: “But so many of ug
Eave to learn that it's OK o be dl(
ferent. Everyone is not made the
same way, Wo's reall usel\ul. We'reall.

Help to gel The" Randlcapablm 'spechL

started came from members of .
Christian Service ‘at Morrow's
church who are providing space for

the gatherings, providing secretarial *

scrvices and making some funds
avallable.

Perza wl:hlng tn be plnced on
'The Handlcapahles mailing lisi
asked to call the Religious Edum-
tion Office In Our Lady of Sorrows
Church, 474-6480. .

will UIku lnqulrlu at 4778461,
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‘Innkeepor John Anhut gﬂmh
.Francis . .Lsone, Shelly, - be«
Tleved to be tha clom! itving
‘relative "of Milton Botstord,
‘the man who owned Botsford
Inn 150 yeara ago, - ... . .
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