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Plan OK’d to pay school taxes in advance

By Cancy Hons
staff writer

Farmington will pool with other
Michlgan munlelpalltles, to buy tax
anticipation notes for advance sum-
mer tax payment to Farmington
Public Schoaels.

‘The city council approved a reso-
lution Tuesday, June 24, to [ssue $2.9
in tax anticlpation notes through the
Michlgan Bonding Authority, accord-

ing to City Manager Robert Dead-
man. The notes wlll be issued for
Farmington schools and Oakland In-
termedlate Schools and should be
ready for distribution July 1. The
notes wlil be purchased at a 4.6 per-
cent rate, Deadman added.

The arrangement — similar to a
recent agreement between the dis-
trlet and Farmington Hills — was
approved June 16 by the clty counch!

and June 17 by the school board. The
bond resolution was the flnal step in
putting the arrangement Into action.

Unllke Farmington Hills, Farm-
ington's note purchase is through the

on
In a pool arrangement of municipall-
tles that have less than 50,000 papu-
lation. Only those with more than
§0,000 can buy and Issue their own
notes, according to Public Act 227 of
1985,

The consolldated notes would use
the state’s bond rating “to secure the
best possible interest rate,” accord-
ing to Deadman.

The school district will recelve its
summer tax proceeds on July 1 with
moriey from the note and immedI-
ately begln Investing the money,
which it 1Is estimated will gencrate
about $50,000, city and school offi-
cials sald.

Learning fire safely

Pre-schoolers got a taste of fire safely at a particularly ap-
propriate setting June 23 — Farmington Hills Fire Depart-
ment headquarters. The hourlong fire satety outing was part
of the city Parks and Recreation Department's Safety Town.

‘The pri hool safety

program pedestri-

an, motoriot, bus, hll:ycle. railroad cwning, play, flre and
andd

stands behind Safety Town participant Blake Ashley as fire-
fighter Kevin Bersche (right) demonstrate how the nozzle of
a tirc hose works. Bersche and firefighter Brad Christy, fire
safety session leaders, not only explain fire equipment but
also teach stop, drop and roll, to be used when clothing
catches fire, and show a safety-oriented tilm, Fire Marahal

Hume said.,

home safely

c
Above, John Oro»: {tail) of the parks nnd recreation staff

RANDY BOAST/s1a!! pholographer

‘The note would be sold ata hlgher

League and the Mictigan T 'rown;mp'g :

rate, glving the city a
$28,000 in revenue, Deadmnn sald.

.COLLECTED WINTER taxes will
be disbursed to the school district
cach Friday, within flve business
days of collection. Money Is now held
by the three collecting agencles for
10-30 days before belng dlstributed,
according to school officlals.

In a trade-off, the school district
apreed to pay $15,000 of the estimat-
ed $22,000 in underwrlting fees for
Issuing the note, while the clty
agreed to pay slightly more than
415, 000 in interest m;ncd on proper-

aft

the ruling. b
They ull collect taxes for Walled -
Lake Consolidated Schools, which :
has countersued, asking not only for -
future tax interest, but for interest ©
golng back six years, School districts °
can go back no further than aix -
ylcar.z, due to the statute of limjta. -
tlons. H
West Bloomfield Townshlp ‘also -
collects taxes for a small portion'of -
the Farmington Publle School dls» N
trict, but no agreement has
reached with the township, : .
West Bloomfleld “won’t make'any :

untll the court case s :

ty taxes
19!15. School officlals have estimated
the distrlet is due $180,000 in inter-
est earned by the three government-
al unlts since Decembery

The disteict will forgive any claim
it has to interest on previously col-
lected taxes prier to Nov. 4, 1985,
the date of a Michigan Court of
Appeals declsion lnvolving the
Grand Rapids schoo! district and
tax-collecting unlts in that Western
Michigan distriet.

The agreements with Farmington
and the Hills arc being negotinted
due to the Grand declslon,
which ruled the district had the right
to Interest earned by collecting gov-
ernmental units before the money is
transferred to the district.

THE APPEALS declslon triggered
a rash of litigation involving West
Bloomficld, Commerce and White
Lake townships, the city of Walled
Lake, the Michigan Municipal

heard,” Deputy Superintendent Mi- -
chael Flanagan sald. It was reported |
that the township Is consideringa 1 ;
percent levy against Its residents to
cover the expense of paying thesin.
terest money to school districts,

In a verbal agreement with'the -
city, Flanagan sald the district
would share in the costs of part-time
hetp if daily turnover of funds be- :
comes necessary due to leghlnﬂon :
or further legal declslons. :

Farmington Public Schools has .
never been charged a fee by any of -
the three governmental unils for col. .
lecting taxes — Hs past costs were .
pleked up In earned interest, acgord-
lng to Flanagan. .

In deciding the case, the “caurts
followed the old commen law princls -
pal of ‘interest follows princlpal,” -
Dcadman sald, .

Flanagan eriginally met with clty
and township leaders last March to
discuss the tax payment matter.

Furnishings for center eyed-

Everything nceded to furnish a
new media center ~ Including stody
carrels, book shelves and other items

panles bid on the project, but enly .
partially on the 22-tem invitation to
bid. CR Equipment was the only

- was approved for p une
17, by the Farmlngwn Board of Edu-
catlon.

The items will be used In the new
media center at Eagle Elementary.
Money from the district's Capitat
Improvement Fund will be used.

A bid of $60,861 {from C.R. Equip-
ment Sales Inc. of Lansing was ac-
cepted by the board. Two other com-

a full bld. The
olher two bids were §11,843.92 for 10
items and $68,773 for 13 items. °

Site plans for the $300,000 Eagle .
media center, 14 Mile and Middlg- |
belt in West Bloomfleld Township,
were approved in December, 1985,
The project is expected to be com- -
pleted o time for use in the 1957
school year.
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OUIDOOR CANDLES

KEEP BUGS AWAY FROM POOL OR PATIO WITH INSECT-REPELLING CANDLES

Free Food Sampling & Saft Jaest

Junc 30« July 11, I1 a.m. to 2 p.m.

::nlrw: Al'l“)j)bhlll:ne Town Center
2]

Enjoy summer evenings outdoors without [rritation from pesky ,,“ ”

Mare Food & Fun!

4ih Annral Fairtane oo Feslival
Sunday, July 13, noon - 6 p.m.
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“Incredibly Summee* Fashion Shaw
Friday, July 11, 7 pm,
Saturday, July 12, & 3 pm.

One red, blue, green, and yellow candle per set of 4, $12. Faitlane Restavranis.
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