Longtime Clarenceville educator retires E
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“f 1iked talking to people, I liked
helgirg people,”

Marra graduated with the bulk of
‘World War II veterans, he sald, He
didn't land a teaching job until al-
most' 2 year later. UntH then, he

. wq_rkcd in a mine in Ishpeming in the

Upper Peninsula, where he was

“I'say I was born In heaven,” Mar-
ra sald, “That's what (hh peming)
means (in Indtan).”

ARRIVING IN Clarenceville in
the middle of a semester, rra
started as an Industrial arts teacher,

teaching woodshop, drafting and art.
Marra became princlpal in 1966 and
served In that position until 1870, He
estoblished one of the first driver's
cducation programs in the area, he
sald.

At first, Marra worked In what Is
now Clarenceville Junior  High
School. The high school was bullt in

1958, across the strect from the old
building. where a skating rink wes
located.

The area looked different in other
ways when Marra came to Clarence-
vlile. A horse-operated farm was sit-
uated where Livonla Mall now
stands. A frult orchard was on one
skde of the school, Mldd was a
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lwo—lnne road.
T remember when I went up the
hill on Middlebelt and Grand River, 1
had to put my car in second gear be-
cause of the holes and bumps,” Mar-
ra said.
The district contained two ele-
mentary schools — Central and

Dangers of fireworks stressed
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PROPERTY DAMAGE from flre-
works often involves structures, not
Just grassy or wooded areas. "We've
had some very signlfleant fires to
garages, bedrooms and bulldings
that resulted from misuse of fire-
works,” Shurtleff said.

GOn July 7, 1985, a boltle rocket
launched from Branchester pene-
trafed:a sercen and window at a
hauge on nearby Arden Park, gutting
a second-story bedroom and causing
- . $30,000 in damage, sald Farmington
Hlils Fire Lt. Peter Baldwin,

“It was probably our largest Joss
as result of fireworks” Baldwin
sald,

Fireworks also carry a high pro-
pensity for causing personal lnjllry.
Shurtleff said, “because o lot of
them are manufactured out of the
country and come in with lttle or no
scrutiny. They mnlm or injure count~
less times per year.”

Injuries are commonest to the
hands and face, Shurtleff sald,

“Can you jmagine a battle rocket
hitting an Indlvidual?” Baldwin
asked, “If It has enough force to
penetrate a screen and window, I'd
have to believe It has enough foree to

kil

' FIREWORKS THAT scnd a pro-
Jectlle into the alr, spin, twir), or
emlt an audible signal (excluding toy
paper caps-and toy trick noise mak-
ers) are Hlegal for general sale or
use under state Jaw unless permits
are oblained locally.

Nelther Farmington nor Farming-
ton Hills [sstes permits to individu-
als to set off flreworks,

In Farmington Hiils, groups may
apply for a permit only when they
can meet bonding and lability re-
quirements and have Iined up an ex-
perlenced pyrotechniclan with refer-
ences. The list of projectiles to be
shot off and the condltions of the
proposed fireworks site also must
pass muster, Shurtle!f said,

FIREWORKS DEALERS must
recelve a permit in Farmingion Hilts
but not In Farmington. In each case,
flre Inspectors will check the deal-
er's fireworks stock to make sure
what's belng sold is legal.

pcrmlt rocess allows us to
know whot's :larcd and sold In the
community since fireworks is a tran-
slent and seasonal business,” Shurt~
Ieff sald, “K mart, for example, has

School board trustees.
approve pay schedules
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spcclllc cvaluation design — I want
the board to have inpul e we'll
work together on this.”

Trustee Janice Rolnick n]so called
{or a Jisting of new job descriptions,
as the distriet’s reorganizational
changes are made.

Six salary schedules — not includ-
ing Lewis’' and Flanagan's salaries
~ were approved by the board Tues-
day. As previously approved by the
board, Lewis wlll recelve $72,000

r year, plus a one-time $2,500 an-
nuity and other benefits. Flanagan
will recelve an annual salary of
$68,214, plus use of a district-owned
vehicle.

I the 1986-87 schedule, the dis-
trict’s assistant superintendents will

receive between $56,876 — $64,428,
varying over four levels.

At the directors' levels, head of
administrative services Jack Lawing
and of p and rela.

2,500 pounds of legal fireworks on
display, That's certalnly

® Use fireworks outdoors only.

we want to know about.”

‘The small number of potentlal
fireworks dealers negates the need
to require permits in Farmington,
“We know who's ulllng &l}at

o eep away from
dry brush and other poten-

unuy Ignitable things,
® Keep a bucket of water handy
to put out small fires if they oceur or
to extinguish any malfunctionlng

through our
sald.

Violators of the state fireworks
law face a

® Check for the manufacturer’s
labet and instructions for use on all

penalty of 80 days In jail and a $500
fine, Thelr fireworks also will be
conflscated. Call your local fire de-
partment If you come across illegal
possesslon or use of flreworks, fire
officials urge,

FOR RESIDENTS whe obtaln
fireworks legally, the state Fire
Marshal Divislon suggests following
these safety precautions:

@ Store fireworks ln a dry, cool
place.

® Avold rough handling of fire.
;warks to uvoid damage to thelr
uses, .

- illegally ed
fiveworks rarely have elther.

® Provide adult supecvision and
don’t allow very young children lo
handle fireworks,

@ Light only one devico at a time,

® Don't attempt to alter or use
fireworks In a manner not intended,

“It's pretty much 2 matter of just
lolil;wlng common scnse,” Wiggins
said.

The U.S, Consumer Product Safety
Commission estimates that 9,800
people were treated for fireworks-
related injurles last year. More than
half of the injuries were burns and
cuts to people younger than 15,

8 8 d Is now part of
Botsford Hospital.

“At that time, nobody was trying
to help Clarenceville, (which) didn't
have much money,” Marra said.

AS HE spoke, Marra pointed out
chairs bought with money left over
from @ “vandalism fund of $1 per
student,” a drinking fountaln dopat-
ed by a senlor class, and the grolinds
where a 5%-foot snake used to run,

*1 just enjoyed it all,* he sald.
“They are good people in the district.
They are concerned about thelr chll.
dren. They told you when they liked
something. The peopla here use the
school asa kind of hub® | -

You meet someone from Clarence-
ville everywhere you go, Marra said.

“Some are doctors, some are law-
yers, some are real successful fom-
inists,” he sald,

Marra usually lsn't surprised
when he learns what his former stu.
dents have done with their -Lves
since school, he said, He added that
he was “kind of rised® when a
student who was active during the
socially turbulent years of 1980-87
became a rabbi,

“Anybody cah be anything
want to be, if they want to be u,-
Marra sald.

;,

TWO OF Marra's nvo children aré
teachers.

“They ask me about teachlng,”
sald Marra, who has six grandchile
den. “The only thing I ever told®
them'ls, it's a service kind of job and!
you have to be willing to help people.
You get what you give. 've gotten q‘
lot lrom gmnp It pays off, -

thing about teaching I've?
lmmd out is, you make friends,” hé*
sald, “When you teach xomcbody yod'
make friends” >

If you can understand wmeone-
ynu can help that person, Mnn-?‘:

“The blggut thing Is understand-
ing of a person, tha people that you
are trylng to teach, then being able;
to communicate,” he sald.

MARRA SHARED other obscrvn-
tions about teachlng.

“Tho seventh and elghtn gradcrt’
are the most bolsterous, the most en;,
thuslastic, the most interested grouy
that you can meet,” he said. *They’
wear their hearts on thelr sleeves?
Youcanread themreal well* ~ *

Younger students? “I'd love them
all,” Marra sald,

One crop of- students baslcally'
dldn‘t :hnnge {rom another over !he\

ears, Marra sal

'l think the klds today might have”
an added problem because of the sln"
gle-parent famlly,” he sald.

Marra described “his “successor,
Robert Wolf, as “a good man, ‘1

“He looks like, Abraham Lincoln,*”
the outgolng assistant principal sald
with a smile, "I hope he's as honest.”_
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Supervisory personnel in the dis-
trict are also paid over flve levels,
ranging from $20,099 to $47,423, Sal-
ary for the administrative assistant
to the superintendent and the school
board ranges from $27,720 to
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The district’s employee benefits
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ALL MAJOR CHARGES ACCE PTED
OPEN MON.-FRI. 10-9 P.M,
SATURDAY 10-6 P.M.

SORRY, NO LAYAWAYS

» PRE-4TH OF JULY «

summer
clearance

sale

20-50% OFF

all summer fashions

FOR

men anq women

all famous brands
all first quality...

...aII reduced'

I<EINS

- OF-LIVOR

"NEWBURGH PLAZA

LIVONIA

SIX MILE AT NEWBURGH RD.

591-9244

Children’s

855-6613

\csitren's dentistry
avesn’t have
to be expensive

“I knew my children should have specialized care,|
but I didn't think we could afford it At the
Chikiren's Dental Center, expert speclalists treated|
my chiidren...and the prices were truly affordable.]

Call Today for
an Appointment

INCLUDES
* Exam-Evakiation
*Cleaning-Fluoride
* 4 Diagnostic X-Rays

et

6177 Otchard Loke Rd.s Wes! Bloom

LET THE:GOOD TII\/IES ROLL..'

SET;THE TEMPO FOR AN EXPLOSIVE FOURTH OF JULY WEEKEND
- "WITH THIS STEREO AM/FM RADIO WITH CASSETTE

Make beaumul muslc wherever you go.with lhls compacl component by

- Sharp. ! 8,

‘with only one cap

‘and one motor, .editing
differences between Tape 1 and Tape 2 are. folnimal: Sound guality Is greally 2
Improved. and operation is simplified by slngla button continuous pleyback an
! -single button dubbing start. High-Impact cabinet deslgn reduces’
vlbratlon during powedul sound reproducllon. Cémpact disc connec!fon

K . capability. Black, slate blue; or rad cabi a

Jacobsons
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Shop unlll 8 p.m, on Thundny_und Fﬂday, .
Untll 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuasday, Wednoesday and Salurday.




