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If you have a news item or an
itea for a feature story or an
action picture with a Farming-
fon-area conncction, send @
note to our office at

By Bab Sklar
statt writer

They seem to be saving lives.
Exactly how many lives have been
saved because of Michigan's year-
old seat belt law Is Impossible to pin-
point,
“But the law is having an elfect,”

says Sgt. Ray Cranston, commander
of the Farmington Hills Police De-
partment traffic safety sectlon. “The
severity of injurics has been re-
duced.”

Through the first five months of
1985, Farmington Hills logged nine
trafflc deaths. That compares with

one durlng the same peried this year,

“1 can't attribute all of the reduc-
tion to the seat belt law — two of the
viclims Jast year were motorcyclists

‘Seat belt law now year old

when [t rolled over on Farmington
Road Apri! 22, .

Effective July 1, 1985, it beeame
mandatory for Michigan drivers and
front-seat to buckle up,

— but it certalnly is a
factor,” Cranston sald.

The onc death this year Involved
an unbelted man thrown fxom a car

although the Jaw docs not apply to
buses, motorcycles, antique cars and
some commerelal vehleles, A 1081
state law requires infants (o rf te in

33203 Grand River, Farmington|
46024,

GLEAMING gol.

Gary Goss, Farmington
Department of Public Safety
deputy director, took three gold
medals in cycling cvents at the
Michigan Police Olympics in
Clare the week of June 15,

‘This was Goss’ first time
competing In the annual event
held for officers throughout the
state. This year's Olympics
drew an estimated 500
competitors.

Goss won two events for hls
ace division and was the
overall winner [n the 13%-mule
short course event.

MOVING up.

Gersan Cooper, president of
Botsford General Hospltal in
Farmington Hills, was named
chairman of the Michigan
_| Hospitat Association Board of

By Joanne Maliszowski
staft writer

“The flrst gllmpse of the Stutue of
Liberty and nearby Ellis Island
meant different things to three
Farmington-area residents  who
salled into New York Harbor and a
new lifc in the early- to mld-19003,

For Charles Clnl, 74, entry to
Amerlea wasn't necessarlly a
chance at frecdom as much as it
was a chaiica for o balier way.

“1 had fricnds, cousins, here. I
thoug:#* maybe I would get a good
job here,” said Cint, who left the
island nation of Malta in 1934,

Mary Marshall, 77, was five
years old when her family leit
thelr viitage of Casale In northern
Italy for America. The Statue of

“ ihey asked meIf T

" would tight'for thia " -
i

'— Sarkis ‘Saq’ Mekfian,
 World War.f veteran-

‘Trustees.

Cooper is a former chalrman
of the American Osteopathle
Hospital Assoclatlon and
former president of the
Michigan Osteopathic Hospital
Assoclatlon,

NOTE this road closlng.

Thirteen Mile, between
Drake and Halsted, will be
closed through Aug. 22 for
paving, Farmington Hiils
Engincering Divislon reports. -

Paving as well as curbs and
guiters will be done on this
streteh of £3 Mile, The area’s
natural beauty will be retained
as much as possible.

A detour route has been set
up and signs mark the way.
Halsted to 12 Mile to Drake is
the detour. .

The paving project is part of
the elty’s major road
improvements planned for
1986, Completion is subject to
change as the project

TODAY, at 16:53 p.m,
houses of worship and the
Farmingten Hills Fire
Department will ring thelr bells
and sirens In unison with other
parlicipants across the nation
as President Reagan lights the
Statue of Liberty's torch,

The bell ringlng is sponsaored
by the Ellis Island F

Progresses. -

her memory. But her

the long trip across the ocean are
as'vivid as If the journcy was yes-
terday,

Sarkis “Sam’* Mekjlan has a dif-
ferent story, He came to Amerd
in 1912 for freedom. o

“Somcone told me to get out of
country,” sald Mekjlan, recalling
his youth during the Turklish mas-
sacre of the Armealans, “If you
.paid Turks 50 gold peces, you don’t
have to be In the army," he sald.

Although Mckjian's father, o suc-
cessful veterinarian, wanted to pay
off Turkish officials, his son
rvefused. “Others in the town came
here, So 1dld too.” .

WHILE MEKJIAN found a new
ilfe in Amerlca, tears still fill his
cycs when he spenks of his family,
of thelr attempts to survive the
‘Turklsh fnvasion of Armenia. "My
father, they put him In jail for sev-
en months, They beat him ltke Je-
sus,” Mekjlan said, crying.

His anger and contempt for what
happened to hls family, fricnds and
homeland has remained with
Mekjian all his Iife.

Likerty and Ellis Island is for from .
o

Hills man leaves his.
mark in New York™
harbor: 6A

A slory of patriotism:
8A° : '

Shortly, after Mekjian recelved
his cltlzenship, he was drafted into
the U. S. Army in 1917, Proudly,
Mekjtan shows a black-and-white
photo taken In Germany of himself
in his army unlform. *

“They asked me if I would fight
for thls country. I sald, ‘Sure. You
betcha. T would fight. The Turks
killed my people,’’’ sald Mekjlan,
the oldest World War I veteran in
Michigan.

Like millions of Immigrants
across the country, Clni, Marshall
and Mckjlan have their storics and
thelr first thoughts about America.

Cinl recalls the day he sailed into
New York Harbor. It was June 23,
1934. He was 22 years old. “I saw
the statue (when

car seats and children between ages
1 and 4 to cither ride in car seats or
be belted.

Misdemeanor tickets can only be
issued §f a motorist is stopped for an-
other violation and offlcers discover
non-compltance with the seat belt
jaw. The penalty Is a $25 fine. It docs

Please turn to Pago 6
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e, [t Was romg
nclver seen anyihlng
JEE

- sald.

ELLIS ISLAND was a quick stop
for Cinl. "They were checking you
for {entry) papers; to see U you
have come In properly,” he sald.

Before he left Malta, where he
learncd a little English from Brit-
ish soldiers statloned there, Cin!
obtalned health papers from a lo-
cal physician, His cousin, who had
been living in America for a while,

«also managed to send Cinl entry
papers. But officials lested his
comprehension. “They told me, ia
my own language, to open the door,
and soon” oL

Cini stayed in New York City for
two days. He.arrived by train In
Detrolt and went on to work at
Ford Moter Co, where he had to
pay $50 for a job. He left the auto
company to work in the grocery
business with his cousins, He later
worked for 8 manufacturing com-

pany.
America was a better placefor

ew. I had - .
that big," he

This fiberglass replica of the Statue of Liberty stands behind
L ! lca in

Alexander Hamilton Life I

E B it o
CK BMITH/ 8t photographer

g) from
New York port to Elffs Island. To

Please turn to Page 8

ihe otatue in place at least until fall.

of
Hilts. It facas 1-838, The company plans to keep

Schools file claim against state

By Casoy Hans
statl writer

s
Liberty Weekend Committee.

MONDAY, July 7, is the
1ast day to reglster to vote In
the Tucsday, Aug. 5, primary.

Farmington City Clerk
Joscphine Bushy will be in her
office from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. that
day to register vofers,

In Farmington Hllls, City
Clerk JoAn Reynolds will be In
her office from B a.m. to S p.m.
July 7.

To reglster, you must be &
U.S. citizen at least 18 years of
age and a resident of the city
for at Jeast 30 days belore
voting.

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week — “This location
here looks Iike a niee southorn
setting, Just like Louisians,”
said Angela Turley, an
Independent producer who
plcked the facade of the
Hecney-Sundquist Funeral
Home on Farmington Road In
Downtown Farmingten as the
location for fllming a 30-second
commereial, :

- A full doy's work fora
Detroit-based (ilming crew, the
commerclal; produced for New
Orleans Buick Dealers, will be
vicwed in New Orleans,

Farmington school offlclals be-
lleve the State of Michigan owes the
distrlet §5 million for relmburse-
ment of state-ordered programs
since 1978,

The district recently filed a claim
for that amount with the Michigan
Claims Review Board - a legisla-

. tive committee created after pas-

sage of the 1978 Headlee tax amend-
ment, according to Deputy Superin-
tendent Michael Flanagan,
Offlclals took the actlon in lieu of
joining lawsuits against the stale by
1y 30 ry

appre y n
Michigan school distrlcts filed June
27 In the Michigan Court of Appeals.
The sults charge the state with vi-
alating the Hcadlee Amendment,
which requires the state to pay for
Tocal programs it mandates, includ-
ing special education, driver train.
ing, billngual education and school
lunch programs. The state has stead-
{ly decreased its reimbursements of
such programs since 1878, Flanagan
d.

said.

“We still have an option to sue,’”
Flanagan said, although he believes
the clalms procedure is the best
route for the district today. “We've
chosen not to exereise that option at
this thne. We felt we could glve it a
year and still have ail our options.”

THE LAWSUITS are belng coordi-
nated {hrough attorncy Dennls Pol-

lard, of the Birmingham law firm of
Clark, Hardy, Lewis, Pollard and
Page, retained by Farmington Pub-
lic Schools and other local districts
for thelr cxpertise in school and
bond matters. They suggested the
districts file lawsults by June 30 in
order to be allowed go back six full
years to collect, Flanagan said,

“The many lawsults and clalms fol-
low a recent Michigan Supreme
Court ruling favoring Warren's
Fitzgerald School District, which
wlll be reimbursed for its expendl-
tures for state-ordered programs.

Of the 600 schod) districts in Mich-

igan, the state could expend up to
$300 million in relmbursements, ac-
cording to recent estimates,

Although Flanagan said he be-
lieves the district is entitled'to the
relmbursement, he does not know
what to expect because of the large
potential dollar amount and the
question of where the state would
get the meney to pay back local dis-
triets,

“At what price,” he asked, “do we
fund this scttlement?”

He speculated that a possible set-
tlement may be reached for a pro«
rated portion of the claims filed and

sald if the state was not allowed to
continue Its current practices in the
fulure, it “would be a big victory."

By optlng to file a cloim, and not &
Jawsuit, Farmington Public Schools
stand to lose¢ a “minlmal amount”
from the 1978 reimbursements be-
cause cf the statute of limitatlons,
which Flanagan estimated to be
about 1 percent.

“We've compromised,” e sald, “If
we don’t see any movement (by the
clalms review board) we'll file a suit
too. I don't think we've glven any-
thing up.”"

- Crackdown
Tighter rein on developers sought

( By Joanno Maliszowski
staff writer

Tired of continuing problems with
open space completion, Farmington
Hills Councltman Ben Marks wants
open space areas in new subdivisions
to be finished before the neighbor-
hood 1s anywhere close to total de-
velopment.

As vequested hy Marks last No-
vember, clty stz have developed a
proposed new pollcy that would re-
quire developers to complete nelgh-
barhood open spaces — fn new subdl-

visions — before the fifth building
permit is issucd.

“I agree with it 100 percent. I
have heard all the arguments
{ngainst it). They are valld, But not
valid enough for me to change my
mind,” Marks sald.

Although counﬁﬂ did éxol. ﬁl’llsglss
the proposed policy in depth, they
agreed a hearing should be sched-
uled to hear public comments. Coun.
cof] also agreed that If the pollcy is
accepled; It should become an ordi-
nance and {ncluded in the city’s sub-
division control act.

Under the proposed policy, open
spaces would be treated as any other
subdivision Improvements, such as
water and sewer lines, which are re-
quired In the subdivision platting
process. -

AWARE OF upros!uon voiced by,
builders and developers at a Farm-
ington Hills Planning C
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meeting May 29, Marks acknowl.
edged that the pro policy could
create hardships for bullders.
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Let us not take our
freedom for granted




