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“Thls is golng to be a money hard-
ship in a sense. But I see it as anoth-
er way to merchandlse a subdivi-
ston," Marks sald.

In the past, the clty has accommo-
dated developers and thelr argu-

ing comments from builders and de-
velopers = recommended that the
city councll deny changlng the cur-
rent open space policy.

. . .in light of the Input glven us
by three bullders/developers active
In the communlty and in light of the
di {rom the of the

en space

missioners also said that recom.
mended denlal “ls due to recent
changes that already have been
made and the relative untested posl-
tlon of the current polley.”

- Concerns about the new policy
voiced by builders at a planning

pletion of open spaces five years al-
ter the start of the nelghborhood, re-
gardless of the number of homes
butit.

To ensurc developers make good
an apen space arcas, developers are
required to put the amount of money

ments for delaying of
open sgaces, Marks said.

“Times have changed. The sophis-
tication of the buyer has changed.
They know what they're buying. And
they deserve what they're buylng,”
he added.

At their meeting in late May, plan-

Planning commission, the proposed
changes reflect a policy which may
be too severe for the enforcement of
the completion of open spaces,” ac.
cording to planning commlssioners
motion to deny the proposed polley.

IN THEIR motion, planning com-

meeting Encluded
the Impractlcality of putting in an
open space when few homeowners
are living in the subdlvislon,

Builders also complained that
such a policy would penalize all
builders "and developers for the
wrongdolng of a few, and flnancial

it will take to complete the park
areas in a letter of credit or escrow
account,

When developers do not complete
open spaces by a required deadline,
city officlals can withhold buflding
permits and take money in the es-
crow account or cash the letter of

T Iruir Wil 'complete thie 6pan space

ning commlssioncrs — after receiv-

g
Builder agrees

to finish park

Work that nceds completing In
Meadowbraok Park's open space En-
cludes walkway repair, regrading,

By Joanne Mallszowaki
statf writer

It took some debatlng and negotl-
atlng. But finally after a flve-year and weed cutting,
wait, the open space in  Meanwhile, work Is either almost
h ok Park will leted or stlll in progress In the
be completed. rematning_seven subdlvision open

With Farmington Hllls Clty Coun- spaces — Barbizon (Plnes of Farm-
cil’s 7-0 approval last week, area Ington), Farmington Brook, Country
builder Tony DeFrederico has Ridge No. 1. Farmington Green
agreed to complete the subdivislon's North No. 1, 2, and 3, Hurters Pointe
open space within 45 days. and Irv Witcove (Foxmoore subdivi-
Meadowbrook Park is one of cight slon),
subdivislons where the open space
completion has run past a ¢!ty coun-
cil-established June 1 deadline.

The bullder’s offer to complete the
open space came almost two weeks
ago when DeFrederico complained
to the counct! that the clty was with-
holding building permlts on 15 of his
projects in Meadawbrook Park.

The permits were withheld — ac-
cording to city policy — because the
subdlvislon’s developer (whlch Is

Standard l;cdcral Szvlngs lln Troy Summer
for the Trinity Land Devclopment a
Co} failed to complete the open * STYLING
space. i o with th « MAKE-UP

“I have nothing to do with the
park. I'm not the bapk, I'm the build- : SAA?FIKQI[JS'I s

er,” DeFrederlca told councll in car-
Iy June. “You guys are penalizing
me. Not the bank. Not the develop-
er

UNDER THE agreement — the
city’s first such agreement with a

G {
developer — the city will release 34833 Grand Rver

FARMINGTON
7.

hardships will be created for bujld.
ers and developers who will pass
casts on to buyers,

Other  builders suggested  that
when developers' open space plans
are approved, a time schedule for
completion of certain ltems should
be determined. Bullders also sug-
gested that completion dates for the
open spaces should be presented to
potential buyers.

Open space Is an option gvallable
to subdlvislon By provid.

credit to complete the park.

Desplte the clty's policy and ef-
forts — beginnlng last fall — to
beef-up enforcement, the clty has
had trouble ensuring that developers
camplete the open spaces,

Because of the slump in the bulle-
ing’ Industry-n the late 1970s and
carly 1980s, “it was very common
for us to give (developers) a two-
year extension with the understand-
Ing that It (open space) would be

i

Ing planning commisslon-approved,
open-space-park areas in a subdlvl-
slan, a developer can reduce the size
of Individuat lots.

THE CITY'S current polley calls
for completion of open spaces in pro-
portion to the amount of the nelgh-
borhood that's completed. For exam-
ple, if 50 percent of the nelghbor-
hood is bullt, then 50 percent of the
open space should be completed,

But the policy also requires com-

after the .
Last fall, Richard Lampi, the
city’s community development man.

ager. ldentified 32 subdivislons with

incomplete open spaces, At that
time, city officlals set Oct. 10 as a
deadline for open space completion.
Adll but eight of the 32 were complet-
ed.

A JUNE 1 deadline was set for the
eight remaining subdlvisions, While
wark is progressing on these open
spaces, building permilts have been
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policy suggested

‘Times have changed,
The gophistication of . .’.:;
the buyor has changed. |
They know what ~ . .
they're buying. And
they deserve what =~
they're buying.’ .~ !
~— Ben Mari

i
f

withheld, pending open space com-
pletion. The city has also received
money n escrow accounts and
cashed in letters of credlt for com-
pletion of the open spaces, Lampi
sald.

City officlals have been in contact
with developers or banks Involved
with the remalning eight open spac-
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es. In some cases, completion was
anticipated by June 30. In other cas-
es, work is In progress or is sched-
uled to begln soon. N
“When these vight are complete
we will be done with the old subdlvi-
slons,”. Lampl sald, adding city staff
will begin monitoring open space de.
velopment in newer subdlvisions, -
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DeFrederico’s bullding permits. He,
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within 45 days. If he falls to com-
plete the work within the deslgnated
time, the city will stop werkh.

Other builders In the subdlvislon
vhe wich to obtaln bullding permlts

take money in escrow or cash letters
of credit that conslst of the amount

=
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of money needed to p! an
apen space, This has been done in all

FOSTER GRANT SUNGLASSES 50% OFF

eight of the open spaces that were
not completed by a June 1 deadline.
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In taking escrow money, however,
the clty is then faced with ensuring
that the open space is completed,
The money can be turned over to the
subdivislon associatlon, or the clty
©an contract to have the work done.

Because DeFrederico already has
contacts with landscapers and other
contractors, clty manager Willlam
Costick said the open space would be
completed in a more timely fashlon
than If the city attempted to find a
contractor to complete the work.
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MEADOWBROOK PARKS Home-
owners Assoctatlon supported De-
Frederico dolng the job,

“I'd like Tony to do the park. We
are not nalve enough to think we can
go out and get the park done as fast

Ernie

Grand River & Drake In Mulrwood Square
478-0080

S Deli&
S Restaurint

as Tony (DeFrederica). We need to
get this done, If Tony can get it done
In 45 days . ..” said assoclation
member Preston Hopper,

DeFrederico wlit be pald for the
open space’ work from the almost
$36,000 in escrow that is being held
by the clty.
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