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By Casoy Hans
staff writer

Termed the “best buy" for the
city, the Farmington City Councll
voted unanimously June 18 to up-
grade its computer bardware, whlle
saving money by using current 8y8-
tom software, printers and display
terminals,

“We're three generations down the
road — maybe more,” City Manager
Robert Deadman sald of the cily’s
already outdated System, bought five

years ago.

The new central processor will In-
crease computer speed an estimated
7-10 times and allow the administra-
tlon to process computer work done
in the cvening during the regular
work day. Deadman called the eur-
rent system “painfully slow and ex~
plenslvc in the expenditure of staff
time," .

Farmington will pay $27,030 for a
new MV/2000 Data General comput-
er central processor, Including a
$1,500 trade-in for the current Data

General dise drive. Converting the
current software whl cost $4,300, ac-
cording to a clty report,

The upgrade will pay for itsclf in
an estimated 3.4 years, consldering
maintenance and encrgy savings, the
report added, .

The council voted to waive the
normal bidding process for this pur-
chase. By plactng the order immedi-
ately, the clty can take a 5 pereent
discounl,

WITH THE rapldly advancing
computer tecknology, Mayor Wil-

liam Hartsock did not seem
surprised at the five-year uj pgrndf.

Detalled cost savings were estl-
mated $0 be $6,636 for annual hard-
ware on the present

“When they p!
turers) want to obsolete a system,
they not only upgrade their equip
ment, but steadily inerease mainte-
nance fees,

“We've come to the polnt where
the existing system (upgraded) will
serve our needs,” Harisock said,
“It's been demonstrated there's a
price justification — we can virtual-
ly buy a new system” for the price of
replacing the processor,

Tentative trial date set for Bailey

By Marlo Chestnoy
and Danle! Granthom
stalf writars

A Sept. 2 trial date has been set
for Livonla resldent Ronald Lioyd
Balley, accused in the 1985 abduc-
tion and murder of Shawn Moore of
Brighton.

The trial could take place almost
a year from the date of the abduc-
tlon and murder of the teen-ager in
Green Oak Township,

Flity-Third District Judge Stanley
Latreilie and attorneys for both the
prosecution and defense met Friday
to set the trial date,

The date Is tentative. Prosccutors
have not yet received a report from
the Center for Forensic Psychiatry
in Ypstlantl that will determlne if
Balley can be held criminally re-
sponsible for any of the acts he al-
legedly committed.

*If the center finds that Bailey is
not criminally responsible for the
crimes, then there would be no (rial,
said Livingston County assistant pro-
secutor David Morse.

The report was expected Monday

and is now a week overdue, he said,

“A LOT of time and effort went
into that report, and I understand it's
a lengthy one,” Morse said.

If held, the trlal would take place
in the courthouse in Howell,

H (he report finds Baillc’y not to be

his att

could enter aninsanity plea for him
and have him sent to a mental hospi-
tal for treatment,

Balley's defense attorncys,
Charles Murphy and Raymond Cas-
sar of Farmington Hills, have sald
they wlll ask for an independent psy-
chiatric cvaluation of Balley If the
clcnm finds hlm crlminally respon-
slble,

Balley is accused of abducting
Moore, 13, near his Green Oak Town:
ship home Aug. 31, 1985. Moore's
body was found Sept. 13 in Gladwin
County, four miles from a cabin
where Bailey was thought to be stay.
Ing at the time.

BAILEY WAS arrested Sept. 14 In
Florida after 2 two-day manhunt by
federal and local law enforcrment.
officlals.

He also faces charges In Wayne
County for the July 1884 kidnapplng
and murder of Kenneth Myers, 14, of
Ferndale and the June 1984 kidnap-
plng and sexual assault of a 15-year-
old Redford Townshlp boy.

Dates have not yet been set for the
two trlals in Wayne County, The two
cases might present schedullng prob-
lems If the trlal dates conflict with
the date set for the Livingston Coun-
ty trlal, Morse said.
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system, $4,545 saved for not Install.
Ing an alr conditioner needed for the
present system, and $1,272 In energy
savings.

Monthly operating cosis for the
new system are estimated at $119
compared with the current $672 for
hardware maintenance and $10 com-
pared with the current $116 for ener-
8y usage, accordIng to the report.

' COUNCIL MEMBERS and ad.
reviewed

obtalned recently from the city of

Fraser on Mayor’s Exchal:g‘e Dn}‘{.

gton upgrades city computer

““adequate, but not persuasive,”
‘In certaln applications, on a
small scale, it would be more effl-
cient to have a PC,” Hartsock added,
For Farmington “it wasn't very effl.
clent — very plecemeal.”

The elty's integrated central com-
puter system allows each depart.
ment to use the same data base, The
areas of water billings, voter regs.
tration, payroll and gencral account-
ing are computerized. -

“The move to Data General was a
big jump for us” Hartsock ex-
plalned. The clity previously used a
mag card reader. The selection of
Data General was key because of the
software flexibllity, “They had a

ood W

be

about possible use of a B
ed system. Fraser uses International
Business Machine persanal comput.
ers In each department. Deadman
sald, after a study by the city treas.
urer, the Fraser system appeared to

B pr »'* Hart-
sock sald, “That's the key — avall.
able software,”

The company used a “canned pro-
grag' modlfied to fit the city's
needs.
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