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Cini financlally, who, before leav-
Ing Malta, worked in a hotcl and
for the government erushing stone
Lor about $4.95 for a 5%-day week.

"I had the choice to go to Austra-
lia, the U.S. or Canada. I chose the
US," sald Cinl, who reccived his
cltlzenship In 1040,

MARSHALL'S VIVID memorics
are of a lttle carefree girl making
the shlp bound for America her
playground.

“From Casale to Genoa, It took a

couple of weeks. | had a Jot of fun-

running all over the ship. To me, It
was just like being home, But I re-
member people in long, white
robes and wondering who they

* were,” she sajd.

Marshall also remembers how
she learned (o speak English. After
avoliding the wrath of sca sickness
that gripped most on board the
ship, she sailed from Genoa to New

* York. Marshall spent her first days
in America in a hospita] with a
burst appendix.

. "I couldn't speak any English,”
Marshall said, recalling how hospi-
1al nurses doted on her and nursed
her to health, “When I came out of
the hospital, I spoke English.

The stery of Marshall's lamily
decision to emlgrate to America
has a homespun family flavar.

"My mom sald my dad uvsed (o
get together with his friends and
ramble,” Marshall sald. Her father
decided the only way te stop was to
get away — to America. “And he
ncver gambled agaln,”

BUT MARSHALL, her mother,
brother and sisters dldn't immedi-
ately follow her father to Amcrica.
Although her mother didn't want to
move to America, she flnally gath-
ered up her famlly and made the
move, Marshall said.

“He {Marshall’s father) did say |

he did his own laundry and cocking
so he could save money so we could
came over here. When my dad be-
came a cltlzen, the whole famlly
did. 1 was about 7 or 8 years old,”
Marshall said.

- Mekjlan remembers landing in
America armed with two gold plec-
es and two satchels of food for hls
brother, who already worked in the
Oriental rug business in New York.

“Everybody was sick,” Mekjlan
said of his f=llow passengers on the
ship that zrrived in New York Har-
bor three days before Easter Sun-
day tn 1912, Mekjlan recalls feellng
hungry, not wanting to touch the
food hls family sent for his brother.

When Mckjian arrlved on Ellls
Island for entry processing, he was
feeling weak from not cating much
on the 24-day journey. On Ellls Is-
Jand, he said, “I put my suilcase
out, and he {offictal) said, ‘Ralse it

about coming to America

up. I not okay they
put chalk on your back and take
you in the offlce.'”

AT FIRST, Mekjlan stayed with
his brother in New York, working
as a rabblt skinncr. Then he moved
on to a machinery job in Brooklyn
that pald $6 a week.

He {Inally moved to Farmington
in 1934, opened a cobblers shop

After avoiding the wrath of seasickness that gripped most on
board the ship, Mary Marshall sailed from Genoa to New York,

Sho spent her first days in America in hospital with a burst

appendix.

downtown and, In 1937, purchased
the home in which he still lives on
Wilmarth.

“I love this country, Yes, I'm
glad I came here. Look what hap-
pened {in Armenia),” Mekjlan safd,

Charfes Cini left the island nation of Malta in 1934.

friends, cousins, here.
here.”
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“I had

1 thought maybe I would get a geod Job

Hills man leaves mark on New York harbor

8y Ann Chowdbury
speclal wrliar

more unusual fobs they do, such as safety features
ed and Installed for the NBC
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The fourth of July celcbratlons at the renovated
Statue of Liberty have taken on special signifl-
cance for Farmington Hills resident A. David
Kahn and employees at his Redford firm, Protec-

tive Partltion Systems.

The company has helped ensure security during
the celebratlons in New York by making three
bullet reslstant doors and the vision and transac-

tion windows for the ticketing area.

Marcia, and his son, Danicl, 7,

—¥e-we-were-married—Th,

. He will also be consclouy as he passes the doors
of the ticketing area that underncath their staln-
fess steel coating, hidden from view, are his own
signature and those of the six men responstble for

{his special project.

They are Ron Craddock from South Lyon, the
engincer who designed the products, Milford's
Bob Funk who delivered them, Larry Baltes of
Livonla who supervised and helped with the fabrl.
cation, Kevin Evanson from Drayton Plalns, Ron
Carpenter from Livonla, and Jerome Miller from

Detroit who manufactured parts.

“They always do a good job, but they really put
Id.

their heards into this ane,” Kahn sal

KAHN ADDED that the men like to sign the

- Visltors will walt to buy thelr tickets for the
ferry to Ellis and Liberty Island from the speclal-
Jy designed windows at Castle Clinton, in Battery
Park at the south end of Mashattan Istand.

Among those visltors will be Kahn, his wife,

“My father took me to sce the statue when I
was young,” Khan sald,” and I took Marcla when
" bottrmemurabl
cxperlences to me, but little did I think I would
one day have the chance to work on It."

© KHAN SAID he will be sure to chtaln photo-

ramente.

done here, Kahn said,

cclcbrations, secir]

four-day weekend,
graphs of his family purchasing their tickets. il

Kahn Is

Quotient {ests,

studios in Burbank and protections systems
guarding 2 bank vault of gold ruggets in Califor.
nla State Park's Empire Mine Museum near Sac-

Pratective Partition Systems’ bullet.reststant
windows have been installed In banks, colleges,
unlversitites and forelgn consulates since the ear-
ly 1970's and have been credited with helping to
reduce bunk robberies.

Most local people don't realize that this area
spearheaded the bullet-resistant partition Indus-
try and that most of the testing and proving was

In New York, the bullet-resistant products will
remove the attraction of the ticket windows as a
target for robhers and serve the security needs of
the ticket agents and buyers, he added, Slnce
crowds of 5 to 6 milllon are expected during the
amajor concern.

- The FBI wlll coordinate the Secret Service, the
Navy, the Coast Guard, the National Park Service
and the New York Police Department during the

KAHN IS particularly pleased to be involved
with the renovation of (he Statue of Liberty be-
cause of its signiflcance to immigrants, His
mother came from England in her early childhood
. and his father, whose family origlnally came
from Austria, was from New York.

a former vice-presldent of Southeast
Michigan Mensa, an organkzation of persons who
have scored In the top 2 percentlle on Intelligence

An entrepencur, he also' creat@d
El in

Data Way

sponse tecknology.

duetions,

He [s on the board of directors of St. Dunstan’s
theater in Cranbrook and has acted in local pro-

voice re-

ANN CHOWDHURY

Farmington Hills resident A. David Kahn, with a sample of his bullet-resistant glass,
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" Tho soverity of trafflc injuries has been reduced since the
mandatory soat belt use law took offect,
Hiils Police Sgt. Pay Cranston.

says Farmington

|
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not include points ¢n a driver's
record.

MORE THAN 1,500 people die on
Michigan roads cach year, but less
than half are buckled up. Comnparing
the first 11 months of the mandatory
seat belt Jaw with the preceding 11
months, 125 fewer people were
killed on Michigan roads, findings
show,

“Statewlde, we're down 56 traffic
deaths when comparing Jan, 1
through June 22 of this year to the
same perlod last year — 666 to 600,”
sald W. Howsd Cox, Tralfle Safety
Associatlon of Michigan Detroit Op-
eratlons executive director.

He attributes the reduction to not
only the seat belt law but also great-
¢r adherence (o the 55 mph speed
Iimit on frecways and greater
awareness of driving defenslvely to
combat drunks,

Immedlately following the seat
belt law’s

by 19 percent, when comparing the
flrst flve months of 1986 to the same
perfod of 1985, Michigan State Po-
llce records show.

To lllustrate the reductlon In se-
verlty of infury accldents in Farm-
ington .Hllls, Cranston pointed to
statlstics for May of 1985 and 1986.

In May 1985, there were 100 inju-
ry accidents locally, That compares
with 110 such accldents during May
this year,

“The dlffcrence is that the number
of ‘A’ (mast severe) injuries dropped
{rom 13 lo seven,” Cranston sald,

There were 286 injury accldents
through the first five months of 1985,
21 more than durlng the same perlod
the previous year. Yet the number of
“A” injuries dropped from 51 to 35,
Cranston added,

Cranston favors making violation
of the scat belt law a primary of-

fense. Making it a primary offense *

would let officers stop a vehlicle
when they notice the driver or front-
1sn’t buckled up, even

was 58 porcent statewlde. It has

since fallen Lo 43 percent. But that's 1

still more than twice the percentage
of thosc who had buckled up regular-
ly six months earlier, says the Unl-
versity of Michigan Transportation
Research Institute.

“Interestingly,” Cranston sald,
“we're finding that more drivers ar-
rested for being drunk had taken the
time to put their seat belt on.”

“Our blggest job Is proving the
scat belt law hos value,” Cox sald,

WEARING A seat belt belt Is no
safeguard from death. Since the seat
belt law's cnactment, 243 people
who buckled up have died, But the
number of people killed in vehicles
cequipped with seat belts has dropped

scal
though no other offense was commit-
ed, :

SAYS CRANSTON: “The purpose
of the scat belt law 14 to reduce the
risk of injury, And drivers have a
better chance of avelding a collision
when they stay behind the wheel,

“Staying behind the wheel not only
reduces the risk of severe Injurles to
themselves but to everyone clse in
the car.”

An unbelted driver and front-seat
passenger could {ly into one another
during a collision, further heighten-
ing the risk of Injury, Cranston said.

And, he sald, there areeconomlc
factors to consider,

It you plow Into a car and maim
or kil the unbuckled frant-seat occy-

pants, the vietlms’ insurance compa-—,

nles could face major payouts and

Michigan‘ seat belt law helps to save lives

. IN FARMINGTON, officers have
found that mare people Involved in
‘ have their seat belts bue-

your pany could face
having to foot part of the cost.

“The cconomic loss could snow-
ball — keep getling blgyer and big-
ger,” Cranston sajd,

Studies show that your chance of
being killed «ls much greater if
thrown from a vehicle. And your
chance of going through  the
windshield or being speared by the
steering column s much greater if
unbuckled, said W, Howard Cox of

. the Traffle Safety Assoclation of

Michigan,

“‘Once people start wearing a seat
belt, they'll realize they have greater
control of their vehicle because the
belt witl keep them in position when
they're forced to stop or turn sud-
denly,” he added,

THE NUMBER of tickets belng is-
sued for fallure to heed the seat belt
law has risen, Cronston sa’d,

‘Through the first months of 1985,
Farmingion Hills officers issued

- 3,484 tickets for hazardous viola-

kied, Department of Public Safety
Deputy Director Gary Goss sald.

As a result, the number of severe
accldents has dropped somewhat.

‘Through the first five months of
1988, Farmington logged 51 traffic
accldents, up five from the same pe-
riod the previous year.

The number of injurles increased-
from 65 to 73, The number of "A™
Injuries increased from nine to 11,
hut this year's figure includes three
pedestrians, leaving cight in-vehicle
injuries. The number of “B" Injuries
decreased from 24 to 18,

Goss, who confides he didn't buc-
kle up regularly until it became
mandatory, also favors making vio-
lation of the seat belt law a prlmary-
offense. . i

“I'm not sure meking it a second-
ary offense gets across the message
thabvyou want peaple to wear seat
Dbelts. If a person thinks they're going
1o be ticketed, they're more apt to
buckle up. You want people to take

th eves

tions, w
the seat belt law. That compares
with 3,721 through the first five
months of this year.

In comparison, the number of tick-
ets belng written for non-hazardous
violations has decreased.

' “The shift reflects more tickets
being wrilten. for hazardous viola.
tions, including faflure to wear a
seat belt,” Cranston sald.

Buckling up isn't the only factor
that reduces severity of accldents.

“As tralfic congestion increases,
the number of collislons goes up, but
the severity of Injuries is reduced be-
cause of typlcally slower speeds,”
Cranston sald,

Ty ey can,” said
Goss, a former accident Investigator
in Detrolt.

Direct enforcement of the law.
would delver more of an Impact, in
Goss' view: “It would be like getting
areport card.” .

FARMINGTON OR Farmington
Hills officers who don't comply with
the seat bélt law faco disciplinary
actlon, sny Goss and Cranston. .

“1 think our officers"are getting
better and better about weating seat ;
belts,”" Cranston sald. “I'think tha.
public feels belter when they see an«
officer wearing a scat belt. It's a
good way of education by example.” -




