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Heidelberg

Famed town of

“Student
has rich

By lrls Jones

HEIDELBERG, West Germany —
Mind doesn’t always win over mat-
ter. Some days, llke this ene, a fiu
bug or some other bodily allment at-
tacks and you can’t travel with your
usual viger. Such strokes of bad Tuck

Prince’
history

and cant below In the sunlight, the
cathedral a crown In the middle and
other spln: plercing the sky In both
directions.

There nrc great open marketplace
tpaces between the buildings where
| cople gather at certaln times: the
Kornmarket, the Flschmarkt, the

don’t happen in places, so
1 am walking very slowly through
the city of Heldelberg, Immortallzed
in song by “The Student Prince.”

I am scelng the clty in slow
motion, cach scene a snapshot of the
city on thc Neckar River, Heldclberg
has about the same populnllnn as
Ann Arhur, and it

On the hills across the
river, vlneyurds make bright green
patches between the darker forest
irees that climb above the square
houses with thelr carved windows'
and rooftops.

What you can't sce from up here
are the “pedestrlans only” signs
around the histor-

too Is
by unlversity stu-
dinls, S0’ the  Medieval cities were

Ic old city and the
cars trying to find
a place to park.

snapshots 1 carry  not designed to cope  Most  European
2 o o amme  with automotive traffic S, have com
in them, Jams, so the malls are  shopping streets
pSuSens Ve much approciated | . mecian
fountaln and sit-  When you are on foot, Hauptstrasse or

ting in sldewalk

main strect * of

cafes around the
great cathedral
that dominates the center of the old
town. Students walking in and out of
MeDonalds, with its antique-looking
wrought-gold sign. Younger students
cating lce cream as they glggle their
way through the school tours at the
ruined castle on the hill,

FROM THE terrace of Heldelberg
Castle, high on a hill above the town,
these schoal groups look down to the
Neckar Rivér flowing out of the hills
and under the many hlstorlc bridges
that are Heldclberg's posteard signa-
ture, The red rooftops of the clv.y tilt

Heldelberg is one,
of the longest
pedestrian malls of them all.

MEDIEVAL CITIES were not de-
slgned to cope with autometive traf-
fic jams, 80 the malls are much ap-
preciated when you are on foot; they
are not so papular when you are
trylng to get your luggage to the
front door of a hatel In the old city.

We are staying at the Hotel Zum
Ritter, an historic inner city inn di-
rectly across the Hauptstrassee
from the cathedral. ‘The Ritter
{which mcans knight) [s-onc of the
oldest and most historic buildings in

town, built in 1592 and the only re-
naissance building to survive the
War of Successlon, It Is one of the
numbered highllghts on a walking
tour of the city,

Nobody thought of a small red car
rented from Autchansa when they
deslgned the old clty, so we circled
many times before we found the nar-
row strect that lcads to the cathe-
dral and got instructlons from the
hotel desk an how to find our way to

e
The Haupulruuo, Heldelberg’'s maln ahopplng aneat, s one of lho fongest u! the Euro-
pean pedestrian malls.
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public parking structure number 12,

Evnryulinz In the old city Is a me-
dleval stone's throw from anywhere
eclse, so the funicular rallway that
runs uphil to Heldelberg Castle
leaves from the lower level of Park-
ing Structue No. 12. It is a small blue
train ¢climbing steep tracks through
a tunnel to the schloss and-on to the
hilltop beyond.

‘This hillside has been impcrmut as
long as man has been [n Europe, The
§50,000-year-0ld bones of Homo
Heidelbergensis, or Heldelberg Man,
were found here, The Romans built
the first bridges across the Neckar
at the foot of the hill. Important po-
litlea) events have taken place here
for 1,000 years, with the castle rul-
ing everything the eye could see un-
til the French destroyed much of It
in 1689,

Scveral generatlons have tried to
rebuild the castle and failed. Its
main functlon today Is as a museumn
where tourists walk the cobblestone
courtyard, pointing with wonder at
carved flgures that remain In stone
on the walls that stllt stand,

It would be nice If every day we
travel could be a good day, encrgy
intaet, but even when it doesn’t hap-
pen you can sit in the sun Hke this or
collect memories as you walk down
the steep curved street back into
town,

Maybe tomorrow I can take ad-
vantage of the 300 pubs and restau-
rants In thls fasclnating town, but
for now the only thing that interests
me Is a hot cup of tea at a cosy side-
walk cafe and enjoying snapshot
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Old Heidelberg Is full of excit-
ing sights. Photo at left
shows a corn market, a ca-
thedral (center) and the
Rathaus (city hall, right). In
the summertime, it's casy to
find a flower stand In the
Marktplatz, pictured in the
asbove photo, No one would
want to mias the Heidelberg
Castle, pictured below, which
overlooks the city,

Medieval cities were
not designed to cope
with automotive traffic
Jjams, so the malls are
much appreciated
when you are on foot.

scenes of one of the most interesting
smali cities In Germany,

THE SIXTH annual Hot Afr Bal-
loon Festlval, sponsored by the May-
flower Hotel in Plymouth, will take
place Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
“July 11, 12 and 13. The festival be-

ascent from the grounds of Plym.
outh Canton High School at Canton
Center Road and Joy Road [n Canton
Townshlp.

The Balloon Ball will {ollow at 8
p.m. under the stars on the deck of
;ho Mayflower. Tlckets are $6 at the

loor,

Saturday starts with a sunrise in-
flation sale 5 a.m. to 10 a.m. Things
are 50 percent off at 5 a.m. and the
discounts are reduced hour by hour

For Information call: 845-8120
Discount AWhohul- Travel Agonq
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1620 N, Woodward, Bloomfiels
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for slugabeds. A 6 a.m. ascent, also,.
from Plymouth Canton High School,,,
s followed by a 7 awm. fly-In panf,
cake breakfast at Mettetal Alrport,
Joy Road and Lilley.
Art in the Park Is on from 10 nm.,_
10 5 p.m. both Saturday and Sunday.,
More than 150 artists and craf|
from 87 Michigas clttes will I extibity;
and sell their crafts, There Is anothw,
&r balloop race at 8 p.m. and the Bal-
loon Ball is on again at 8 p.m. ;
Sunday’s race starts at 6 a.m., andy- .
the day will culminate when balloens, * -
ists’ attempt to “plck keys” from
atop a pole at thelr launch site at 6;.
p.m. Tune in to WSDP 88.1 FM lnr
JJaunch informatlon, traffic status,,
cte,, during the weekend. For balloon ¥
ln(oinmuan. call 4451777 or 624-.,
5137,

U want to travel,
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