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H1$ HORSE has been de-
scribed as a “rogue.” Oth-
ers have called hlm “ec-

centrie.”

The arrival last week of Gate
Dancer at Ladbroke's Detrolt Race
Course has caused quite a stlr, The
1984 Preakness Winner with over
$2.5 million in career earnings, the
Florida-bred S-year-old is the first
Triple Crown winner scheduled to
ride in the Michigan Mile since
PDamascus, who finished second In
1968.

Never since 1966, when Tom
Rolfe rode Into Llvonla, has a horse
been treated so royally.

Gate Dancer obviously las a
split personality, but he's charming
as wel), especially when he’s
around the medla.

This couldn't be the same horse
who we are told rides “erratically.”
This debonair fellow couldn’t be
the same guy who was disqualified
for running “rodeo style™ at the '84
Kentueky Derby and the $3 million
Breeders’ Cup.

Arriving at sunrise Thursday
morning for Gate Dancer's weekly
workout, I soon discovered that the
old railbirds dldn't know what they
were talking about.

GATE DANCER may be
pampered @ bit, but he's deserved
it, winning scven of 28 starts (he's
also hit the board 15 times).

Gate Dancer gets round-the-
clock, 24-haur security at his stall,
tis hay goes for $14 per bale, com-
pared to $3 per bale for his nelgh-
bors.

He gets the best hay, best stall
and best cverythlng” said DRC
public relations man Bob Ray-
mond. “You can do that when you
make $2.5 million.”

Gate Dancer Is certainly well-
mannered and groomed. I watched
in amazement as he stood at atten-
tion for nearly 25 minutes while as-
sistant tralner Mark Wallerstedt
(to Jack Van Berg) adminlstered a
wrap (o protect his four preclous
Tegs.

Brad
Emons

‘The parade of horses around the
bara came to a halt when Walier-
stedt slipped a bonnet, equlpped
with earmuf{fs, over Gate Dancer.

*He ltooks llke the Easter Bun-
ny,” eracked onc onlosker.

Gate Dancer could also start hls
own stock cempany. When he goes
out on his morning walk, every-
body else In the barn area falls in
line behind him.

When Gate Dancer stops, every-
body stops.

“CAN I GET BY?2," politely
pleads a woman riding another
would-be star as they enter the
track. “Ch, maybe 1 better not.

Gate Dancer
attacks DRC,
Michigan Mile

By Brad Emons
stalf writer

Will Gate Dancer be faclng any
competition Saturday when the
3Bth renewal of the $250,000-add-
cd Michigan Mile geis under way
at approximately $:30 p.m. at
Ladbroke DRC?

Other horses will be quartered
tnto the starting gate, but do any
have a chance against the 1984
Preakness Stakes winner and
twa-titme runner-up In the '84 and
*85 $2 milllon Breeders Cup Clas-
sie?

The only thing preventing Gate
Dancer frem belng the prohibl-
tive favorite Is the crowd nolse,

TAT Abahazy Photography

Gate Dancer, racing here in the 1884 Breeders’ Cup Classic at Hollywood Park, is one of the nation’s promier horaes, The 1984
record-selting Preakness winner will be on display Saturday in the $250,000-added Michigan Mile, the state's richest race,

Ladbroke catch

Gate Dancer spices up Michigan Mile

‘That's a $2 million horse. If it was
anybody else I would.”

And when Gate Dancer goes out
for exercise, he just doesn’t get any
old Jack LaLaine. Jerry Santage,
DRC's leading jockey In 1983, was
saddled up for thls training run.

The workout was short and brisk
with Gate Dancer gliding around a
mille In 1:41.2.

“I'm real happy with him,” said
Wallerstedt  after the workout.
“He's not a real speed-workout
horse anyway, He's deceiving, A lot
of times he starts looking around.”

Gate Dancer hasn’t run since
April, when he flnished second in
the Qaklawn Handlcap. He suffered
a bruised heel In a race over the
winter in Santa Anlta and has been
glven time to heal.

“This horse Is like a blg kid," sald
the assistant trainer. *I've been
with him since he was a baby. He's
Just a blg clown who'll eat candy,
carrots and donuts,

which causes the
talented S-year-old to run crratle
cally.

Others point to the fact that
Gate Dancer hasa't raced since
Aprlt and hasn't won in over a

car.

But Gate Dancer, with carcer
earnings of over $2,5 million and
tralned by Jack Van Berg (DRC's
leadlng trainer seven times),
the {irst trlple crown winner o
visit the Livonla track since 1968
{Damascus finlshed second) and Is
clearly the class of fleld.

ASSIGNED A WEIGHT of 123
pounds, Gate Dancer should win
caslly, but Michigan Mile history
reveals that the favorite doesn’t
always win.

Two Michigan horses, defend-
Ing champion Badwagon Harry,
along with DeJeau, could make
things Interestlng.

But Badwagon Harry nceds to
turn things around after losing by
nine lengths to DeJeau last Fri-
day In the $53,000 Michigal
Breeders’ Cup. .

Another starter worth watch-
Ing is Ends Well, a New York
horse that recently won the
Neshaminy Handicap at Philadel-
phia Park, his cighth victory In 28
starts. He has $420,000 in career
carnings.

Ends Well, assigned the second
highest welght to Gate Dancer,
also fInished second in two previs

Ploaso turn to Page 2

Former Hawk gridder Cianferra
files lawsuit against coach, school

By Chrie McConky
staft writer

Anthony Cianferra, 19, a former Farmington Harrl-
son football player, has filed a lawsult agalnst coaches
and Hacrison school officials seeking to recover dam-
ages in excess of $10,000.

Cianferra, a sccond-team linemnan on the 1983 Harrl-
son team, broke his jaw durlng pre-season condltioning
drills that year. He returned to the team’s active roster
four weeks later and fintshed the season with the team.

“We are looking to recover damages for the medical
expenses, the pain and suffering Anthony Is entitled to
recover under the law,” said Cianferra’s attorney David
Lawson, who has offices in Southfield and Detrolt.

John Herrington
Haryison grid coach
& .

football

According to Lawson, the practice in which Clanferra
was injured was “not properly supervised” and that the
injury “eame about during contact drills at a time of the
season when contact Is prohibited by the Michigan High
School Athletic Associatlon.”

As of Tucsday afternoon, Harrlson head football
coach John Herrington had not been served the legal
papers regarding the case, nor had he been contacted by
the school administration.

“I think it would be best If I withhold comment until
P've talked te Someone (from the school administea-
tion),” he sald.

CIANFERRA'S INJURY came about durlng a drill
that Harrison has used at the end of its condltioning
practlces for 15 years, The drlll resembles the sport of
rugby in that players are divided Into two teams and
advance a ball (a volleyball) up and down the field. Ball
carrlers are “stopped” by cither a fumble, Interception
or by getting the ball stripped away by the opposition.
Pads are not worn and contact is minimal. Clanferra (s
the only player ever to be Injured during the drill.

Cinnferra, apparently, was Involved in a colilslon
with another player during the drill and broke his jaw.
His mouth, according to Lawson, was wired shut and
required extensive dental work. “It was not our [nten-
tion to make this into a high-profite case,” sald Lawson,
“All we want to do is recover the damages, I am aware
that Farmington (Harrlson) has a well-known football
program and hos been very successful, This is not a
wholesale attack on the coach, the program or the
boosters.

*“On the other hand, we do have a serious Injury with
hat lingering That's why the ae-
tion was filed.”
Lawson sald he was brought en the case by Clanfer-
ra's father in 1983. He said that he spent the last three
years researching the ease. ¢ \

Othier horses committed to run
Include Canadian 5-year-old Key

- - MICHIGAN MILE
 ‘RACINGFACTA "

" Largestatisndance: 1068, 27,470.
Blogest win mutusk: $250.60, Eslreno II,
7.

Bhortest win mutusl: $3.20, Senvivo
Prince, 1078, .

Highodt betting 0dds: 1241, Estrond I,
1087 S

Focord times: 1:38, ono mie, Moarclic,
1888;  1:40, 1-1/36ihs, Crmson Satan,
1663: 1:47, 1w, Celandrito, 1068 end Fast
Huatlous, 1970. .

Most starts by a horse: Eacond Avonus,
dour (second In 1952, fesd In *53, 13h A 'S4
andabanin'gs), - - < -

3.your-old winners: King's Hope, 1859;
Nedouble, 1868; King's Bishop, 1872, Gold-
on Don, 1973, »

‘Fity/mare winnerw: Oid Hat, 1965; My Ju-
Vot 1877; Gloskus Boog, 1980, -

Largest flald: 1054, 18 .horses (winner
Spwron), . . S
« - Smalleat fekd: 1951, Bix horeed (wianor
King's Hope) P

: "Biggattpu
Biggost.
Badwagon Hairy, $102.240,

to the Moon, winner of the Do-
minjon Handieap in Torento;
Land of Belleve, Vallant Lark,
Purple Mountain, Quibble and
Montenero, a stable mate of De-
Jeau.

SATURDAY'S 11-RACE card
begins at 1 p.m. General grand-
stand admisslon is $2.50 (senior
citzens $1.25) and clubhousc Is
$3.50. Parking Is $1 (gencral), $2
(grandstand preferred), $3 (club-
house preferred) and $4 (valet),

DRC offlelals are expecting a :

crlwd of 12,500.

ther attractions Saturday in-
clude & beauty pageant, an illu-
sionist and free gifts (shower ra-
dlos, will be glven to the first
8,00Q fans),

The state’s richest race will
also be broadcast live on WXYT-
AM(1270) radio.
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FINE FLOOR COVERINGS SINCE 1925 |

15986 Middlebelt (between 5 and 4 Mile Roads) » Livonia « 522-5300 e
Open Monday. Wednesday. Thursday ond Friday 9-9; Tuesday and Salurday 9-6.
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Save up to 50% on Milliken Place rugs.

Now you can save up to half off on Milliken Place area rugs thal will add a
welcame splosh of cotor and comfort lo your home.

Milliken Place atea rugs come in a wide variely of styles. . .tradilioncl. con-
temporary, even oriental. And ot savings ot up lo 50%, our prices could sweep

Come to AR. Kramer and save on out complete selection of area rugs. 8ut
hutry. This sale ends July 19th.
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