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Every golfer knows the angulsh of
missing the green because of a poor
shot. But In the last three weeks, the
Greens have missed few shots, and
not much has escaped them in the
waorld of golf. .

. Pcte Green of Franklin won his
third Michigan Amateur title last
month. Quite an accomplishment,
but daughter Suzy, a Blrmingham
Groves graduate who Just completed
her freshman year at Ohlo State,
was not to be outdone,

Suzy Green surprised just about
everyone — herself included — In
earning medallst honors by firing a
71 at the Chlcago-area sectional
quallfier for the U.S. Women's Open
at Brlar Ridge Country Club in Dyer,
Ind,, July 1,

Which means the younger Green
will be competing in the U.S. Wom-
en's Open beginning today at the Na-
tional Cash Register course In
Kettering, Ohlo.

“It's kind of sinking in right now,”
said Suzy Tuesday evenlng, *I went
to the quallfier hoplng to make jt,
but I didn’t really expect [ woild,

“It's just one of those things where
you say, ‘Here I am — now what?' ”

NOW WHAT, indecd. Suzy [s just
19 and already‘is pluying in the big-
gest women's tournoment of all. It's
not wlithout precedent, though — not
even In the famlly,

Father Pete, a three-time quali-
fler, first played in the men's Open
when he was 19, .

That means he'll have some In-
sight for his daughter when she be-
gins the most difficult tournamnent of
her 'young carcer today. “It's always
un a difficult caurse,” sald Pete of
the Open. “They'll have tite rough up
real thick and heavy, and the greens
will be fast,

“The galleries don't bother you too
much, but the atmosphere is certain-
ly different.”

After a practice round Tuesday,
Suzy concurred with her father. “It's
a tough course — ‘long, and the
greens are real hard and undulating,

Th«]:l balls don't hold the greens real .
well.”

And the atmosphere?

“This {s the biggest tournament in
the worid,” sald Green, “I was com-
ing up the 18th falrway today and it
hit me when 1 saw all those bleach-
ers around the green. I've never
played in a tournament with such a
crowd.”

NOT THAT Suzy hasn’t competed
in pressure sitvations before. She
twlce won the high school state Indi-
vidual champlonship (1963 and 1985)

_people

for her,” he sald. “Her whole game
revolves around her pulting.”

IS SUZY'S talent Inherited? Par-
tlally, perhaps, according to Pete.”

“She’s got a beautlful touch with
short shots around the green,” he
sald. “I've always been pretty good
at that. It’s somethlng most women
gollers don't have. It's just a talent
== how do you teach that?*

Bul physlcal similarities end
there, he sald, “I putt better than she
does, and she hits the ball stralghter
off the tee than I do.” .

Driving the ball straight off the
tee will be essentlal in the Open.
“You don't want to sacrifice aceura.
ey for length, especially at the Open
where there [s a premium on accura-
cy,” sald the elder Green,

One quallty Suzy possesses wlll be
a deflnite boon this weckend: her
competitive determination, which
was evident at the qualifier. “She
played a great round at the right
time,” sald Pete, “which ahe’s always
been able to do.”

“What 1 do,” explalned Suzy, “is
play with tunnel-viston. I think about
the shot I have and try to forget the
one I just took.” .

THAT MAY BE an Inherited trait,
Making “the crucla] shots” is what
put her in the Open; Pete's win in the
Michigan Amateur came via the
same route,

“There was nothing in particular,”
he said of his victory. *I played well
at the right times, and that's what
counts In match play. I hit a lot of
critical shots well.

“You nced help from the other
side, too. You have to have your op-
ponent screw up at the right time,
But I've got to take advantage of it.”

So, for the first time since 1974 ~
when Pete played Winged Foot
Country Club In New York — a
Green will compete for the Open
title. Suzy's goal is more reallstic
than ldealistic: “I'm not looking to
win the tournament. That's out of
my reach. I'd llke to finlsh among
the low flve amateurs.”

To accomplish that, she figures .

she'll have to shoot 763, “which
would be a nice score for me.” The
course, which measures a long 6,300
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