Regional school tax in talk st

By Tim Richard
stalt wrlier

Don't look for fast action in the
Michigan Legislature on bllls to “re-
gionalize” industrial tax base to the

_ benefit of poorer schoo! distrlets,

But do expect lawmakers to start
work thls year on mafor reforms in
the property tax — the blggest
source of revenue for suburban
schoot distriets, but one which home-
owners consider the most onerous
tax,

“It (the regional tax bill} is part of
an overall goal we have as Senate
Republicans to do somethlng aout
high property taxes in thls state,”
sold Sénate Majority Leader John
Engler, R-Mt, Pleasant.

“I'm not sure there's sufficlent
support at this polnt,” sald Engler in
an Interview Sunday on the “Spot.
lh\;{hl on News" program (WXYZ-
V),

THE IDEA is contalned in bllls
sponsored by Sen. Dan DeGrow, R-
Port Huron, in the upper chamber,
and Reps. Willlam Keith, D-Garden

City, and James O'Nelll, D-Saglnaw,
in the lower,

Industrial and commercial prop-
erties worth $20 million or more
would be assessed by the state and
placed In a “reglonal impact” cate-
gory, according to DeGrow,

Alter 10 years, half the property
tax revenues from this class would
go Into the state school ald fund and
be distributed to ali local districts
under the school aid formula. It
would be a form of statewide prop-
erty tax collectlon,

The Idea of sharing industrial
property taxes across a large area is
at least 25 years old. It pops up at
outstate Farm Bureau meetings,
usually with the suggestion that in-
dustrial taxes be allocated county-
wlde. 4 .

“In Michigan,” sald DcGrow,
“huge disparlties can exlst between
schools llke Birmingham, levying 30
mills and providing $5,562 per puril,
and Martin, levyIng 30 mills and pro-
viding §2,394 per pupil” in 1985-6.

LIVONIA SCHOOL officlals, in

partlcular, are upset at the bili, de-
claring one-flfth of the district’s tax
base would have to be shared, Livo-
nia has seen a bullding boom, led by
hotels and high-tech firms, along the
1.275 corrldor,

DeGrow sald only 15 of the state's
569 school districts would lose any
{funding. “Most" districts would be
helped, he sald,

Engler sald DeGrow “has put it in,
with hlmself as the only sponsor,
simply to generate some discussion,
Not all suburban school districts
probably would be harmed by this
legistation,

“DeGrow would like it to be part
of the debate,

“It wil take some time to calcu-
late what he's talking about,” the
Senate GOP leader said, “Let’s lot
the Senate talk about it and then
face the constituents.”

WHILE LEGISLATORS campaign
for re-etection, Engler sald, consult.
ants and non-pollticians appolnted
by the Senate will make a new study
of the property tax, schools’ depend-

’

ence on lt, assessing practices and
senlor citlzens' burdens.

Engler szld Senate Republicans
won't conslder Democratlc Gov.
James J, Blanchard’s “tax falrness”
plan, which the Republican called
more of a tax Increase plan since it
would ralse taxes on Insurance
premiums and bank services.

“It (Blanchard’s) wasn't a proper-
ty tax program at all. It was a tax
hike. The Senate will continue to be
vigltant on tax hikes. The tax issue is
a Republlcan issue,” Engler sald,

He called It “extremely unlikely"
the House and Senate would compro-
mise on thelr rival property tax re-
bate plans in time for Dec. 1 bllls to
be reduced,

. “The House hasn’t even glven our
senlor citlzens property tax cut pro-
posal a hearing," he said.

In earlier announcements, Engler
suggested that in 1987 lawmakers
consider placing a “tax shlft” pro-
posal on the ballot. Property taxes
for schools would be.cut in return for
an increase In the sales tax raté, cur-
rently 4 pereent.

Reynolds heads OCC board again

On the second ballot, Suzanne
Reynolds of West Bloomfield Town.
ship won a new two-year term chair-
Ing the Qakland Community College
Board of Trustees.

The vole Monday was 5-0 wlith
vice chair Sandra Ritter of Water-
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ford abstaining and Margaret Mac-
Tavish of Rochester Hills absent,

The flrst ballot ended in a 3-3 tie.
Reynolds was supported by holdover
trustees Earl Anderson and Douglas
Wakelleld, Rilter was backed by the
newly elected irustees, Norma Ross
of Madison Helghts and Judith Wiser
of Southlfleld.

‘The OCC board, in a brlef organi-
zatioral meetlng, re-clected Rilter
by acclamation as vice chair and An-
devson as secretary. Ritter also was
eiccied to represent OCC on the

the
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263Pierce

Michlgan Community Colleges A;so-
clation board, with Ross as her alter-
nate.

Wiser, who topped the ficld In the -

June'? clectlon, was clected delegate
to the Southcast Michigan Council of
Governments, o seven-county plan-
ning agency which OCC is joining for

- the first time. College Chanceller R,

Stephen Nicholson was elected alter-
nate.

Regular meelings of the 0OCC
board are held at 8 p.m. the fourth
Thursday of each month at the ad-
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25% OFF
AllHardcover New York Times
Bestsellers Everyday!
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SFAs Men's Dress Shirts,
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* SFAs best dress shirt sale is on! And it's the biggest selection yeu
» Originally 2650 to 370. Now 15,90 (0 44,80.
* Choose short-sleeved and fong-sleeved styles in every stripe and
solid a wardrobe needs.

* And choose from the best designers today: from Giorgio Armani,
From Perry Eilis Port{olio. From Alexander julian Colours,
From Calvin Klein, and Henry Grethel.

And from our own Private Label collections.

» Inaddition, Perry Ellis solid dress shirts regularly 60, now 44.90.

* Additional savings in neckwear; sleepvear, undenvear,
’ hosiery and shoes!
*.it's 2 sale not to miss, In Dress Shirt Collections,

and Men's Fumishings.
Intesmediate price reductions may e been tken on some items prior to this safe.

Not every style available In every color and size at every SFA stor.
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ministratlve ecénter, 2480 Opdyke,
Bloomfield Hills.
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See Michigan’s largest in-stock selection of
Rolex warches. Prices begin at $740.

. GREENSTONES

Creators of fine jewelry for over 60 years

328 North Woodward » Birmingham « 4 Blocks North of Maple 6122650
Monday-Friday 9:306:00 p.m., Saturday, 9:30-00» Major Credic Cards Welcome
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A GREAT PRICE

[ you'se been thinking about a
new logk, of just adding some
oy and hle to 3n old ong,
now's the 1ime 10 stop the
thinking and take some action
Qut Siylists and Masier Stylists
will shampog, style and gne
yaur hair a perm-all for 33%
off the regular price. We're open
days, evenings and Sundays. To
make an appoiatment, please
cali;

Eastfond 372.2255

Twohve Caks 3435600

Suramit Place 682:7400
Narthland 569 2131

Lakeside 247-3230

* Southland 287-3262

Oakland 5853291

Fairlano 5333235

Westland 427.5260

.S:m'ngﬁ availablg with Siyl’sxs
" and Masief Stylisis only.

Salons in all Hudson's stores.
Qiter excludes Super Saver
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