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Science and art biend in his scuﬁpture

By Manon Meilgaard
spocial writor

Anyone who has been fambliar
with sculptor Ronald Leax’ work

over the past few years wilt have no*

doubt as to his interest in, and his
knnwlcdge of science.

Interacts with nature.
's one-man exhibltion at lhc
HIll Gallery, Birmingham includes
seven chalk and crayon drawings.
For these, he uses an architect’s grid
aof horizontal and vertical lines, on
which he places drawings and text,
‘Typically, one drawing portrays a

absorbed in
lcchnlquu that combine with sclen-
tific themes, he sald, *I am partlcu-
larly interested In organizing infor-
mation, whether It's visual or meta-
phorical.”

Leax, who reccived a master of
fine arts degree from Cranbrook
Academy in 1980, earller executed 2
series of collages based on the for-
mal of a butterfly collectlon.

= He later incorporated llving mate-
¥ials In his structures, such as weeds,
€acti, fish, frogs and llzards,

1 In his most recent work Leax dep-
jets the immensities of nature vs. the
resourecfulness of man in allegori-
al, symbelic assemblages that are
koncerned with the many ways man

sphere rep ¢ earth with
its molten core, shooting a string of
magma toward an erupting volcano;
a motif that doubles as two neurons
connected by a nerve. The text of the
drawings reminds us of the forces of
nature, such as earthquakes, storms
and oceans, and the network of
man's Inventions to dea) with them,
including biology, geology, phlloso-
phy and zoology.

Also Included is the large, appmx-
Imately 15-by- ts-hy-lo-(cek sculp-
ture/instatlation - “Marquette/De.
troit,” which was assembled for the
“Duct” Buckham Fine Arts Project,
curated by Michael Hall. To fulfill
the requirements of this project, two
artists were sent to two diverse

areas in Michigan, Presque Isle in
Marquette and Zug Island in Detrolt
and asked to create a work relative
to their personal responses.

*1 was struck by me similaritles,
not the differences, ® sald Leax,
whose installation deplcts the pres-
ent-day reality of the two sites — a
juxtaposition between the natural els
ement and man's effect on the envi
ronment.

text of the climatic changes in the
biological geologlcal histories, Sam-
ples of rocks, stones and glass are
from the actual sites.

Is a striking example of Mich-
1gan memorabllla, which should by
definition grace the foyer of any
large Michigan corporate bullding.

Leax likes to use textbooks as in-

review

agaln juxtaposing nature and the ac-
tions of man,

-AS seems to point out —
man's wenllh of knowledge and ac-

He stresses an emphasts on learning
and growth as dn essential In the
process of survival, but presents thig
in an art frame that is both fresh and

formational elements. In a 3-by-2.
foot sculpture entitled “Deposits,”

“Iron ore docks and electrical Lgen-  pages of old books are encased in
erating plants Tusty, salt steel
ed the same effect as railroad yards In another small sculpture, “Cor-
{Detroit.") ing,* a eylinder cored out of books is
In Leax's assemblage a black rub- nto a block of salt — once
ber dividing line of simulated books

represents the 45th parallel. This is
traversed by a red line of neon ugh!-
ing, and separates two lighted tanks
of water — the polluted water of the
Detroit River and the purer water of
Lake Superior.

Two blackboard slates provide
{llustrations of the organisms, ns
and river mouths, accompanied by a

t

DAN DEAN/stalt photographer

Thc sculpture “Marquette/Detroit” is part of Leax's one-man show in Hill Gallery, Birmingham.

derives so much.

tivity Is a dangerous thing when It
even unconsclously or unthinkingly
may destroy that from whlch it

While Leax's work s undenfably
demanding, it Is far from didactlc.

visually appealing.

Ronald Leax, sculplurc/drnwlng,
continues through July 28 In the Hill
Gallery, 163 Townsend, RBlrming.
ham, Hours arc 11:30 am. w0 530
pm. Tuesday-Saturday, -

The Heathenwood features:
¢ Elegant dining

« Transportation

* Emergency alert system

* Full activities program

* Much more

For more information please
call Sherrie Dossin, Marketing
Director, or stop in at our
temporary Leasing and Display
Center,

(313) 350-1777
22800 Civic Center Drive
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Southfield, Michigan’s newest
adult rental community.
You spoke... and we listened!

Through focus groups composed of area senior citizens, and in-depth
research, The Heatherwood development and management leams have
created not only the housing, but also the lifestyle that you asked for and
deserve: an elegant living environment that respects your independence
while providing the ultimate in services and value.

The Heatherwood offers one and two bedroom suites complete with
fully-equipped kitchens, along with many of the services of a first class hatel
~ delivered to you In style by our trained and dedicated staff. Currently
under construction, The Heatherwood is scheduled for September occupancy.

Weekdays 9-5 » Saturdays 10-4 « Sundays 12-4
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cluge Fa.
$115,800, 477-1111,

EAUI'IFUL 4BR QUAD Brick and alum. Famlly home.
Foemal OR. spacioua FR w/FP, Fin. bsmt. Possibla in-
law sulta or Sth BR. Backs 1o woods. $76,800, 471-11!1

a2 o
EEAUTIFUI. 2 ACHE Lot lurroundl this enunnl»ﬂ CIBB
‘homo in Farmington Hills. Toa many features to list In-
Rm., w/o bsmt, dock, and FP in LA.

DREAM GOME TR M boaut
Ished basoment, flowing floor pian. $139,800, 851-1800.
{SAX}

UE, 4 bedrool

ful satting, fin-

3 S
ALTA LOMA TRI-LEVEL. In-law w!ta or socond Master
wlte In this flaxible floor plan, Cloan, Inviting home In

are, noar F 851~
1900 (SCH)

FREE FOR YOU...

FROM MICRIGAN’S LARGEST REALTOR?®
£ 22 PG, MARKETING KIT
£ FOR SALE BY OWNER BROCHURE

M HOW TO GET THE MOST MONEY
FOR YOUR HOME BROCHURE

@y HOW TO BUY A HOME BROCHURE
o WELCOME KIT

2 HOME BOOK (FOR LISTING OR BUYING WITH US)
£ COMPETITIVE MARKET ANALYSIS

.HOME APPEARANCE CHECK LIST
EXBUYER QUALIFICATION
#RRELOCATION SERVICES

BEST BUY IN SUBDIVISION 4 Bodroom, Larga Colonial.
Partlally finishod basement, Sellor s ready to move.
bring all nﬂnm $103,800. 644-4700,

& troeed lot Ing to charming 4 mroom
homa with big kllum (amlly room with fireplace off
kltchen. Finishod rocreation room. Porfect tamily home.
Coumry loo{lnq Mlhdwmvvﬂloncus .348-8430.

S FULL-COLOR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
MRENET PROCEEDS SHEET
Sy BEST FINANCING AVAILABLE CHART

GRUUND LEVEL CONDO. lmmod!nlo occupancy on this
1 BR ranch unit In very desirable complex. All noutral
docor. All appllances. Absolute move-in condition. Pool,

tonaly, club house and security gate. $89,800. 4:
2 T

3111,

REAL ESTATE TRAINING
*Frao pro-ficense course

*small matorials fee

Cnll any office listed below for your free materials

room, d
fonced In lot. b

mmod, possossion. Lists
value $53,000. 8511900, (PUR)

OVELY 4 BEDRQOM RANCH Vesy i
groat kving for a famlly. 2 car garege,
patio that can be ciosed In for a porch, Full finlshed
gmomom. large eating space. Pricod to sell. $54,500.
59-2300,

OUTSTANDING TEN RDOM relsed Ranch with 4 bod-

reoms. Hardwood floors upper lavel with marbie floors

In entry foyer and Imhs. Alao has 27x22 fi rocreation
d 348-8430,

SIMPLE ASSUMPTION On 3 bodroom ranch on ¥ scre
troed lo1, Newer root, famity room, Fiorlda room, dining
m Irvhl»:; ’dmdv. F;roplmln Iiving room end famlly
Ircul car with door
$68,500. 659— gurmas oponer:

LAKI FRONT SUMMEH FUNI NI tpem lake,
firopiaced groat room., Open hoor

. snpo.snr;uodlmm room. oountry lunoaph«n. l102.900
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