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By Canoy Hans
stalf writor

Six enhancement projects for
downtown Farmington were ap-
proved June 24 involving pedestrian

parking
lighting,

ﬂﬂd’

owners will “have to as-

draft of a five-year
plan proposed by the clty admiais-
tration. It colncides with a strateglc
plan of goals adopted by the DDA
board last Aprl).

City Planner Christopher Wzacny
wlll propose a more detailed plan —
a map with overiays —

] X
malntenance, parks and property
qulsitlons,

Now the Farmington Downtown
Development Authority board must
find a way to pay for them,

The projects were adopted by the
DDA directors as part of a working

ac-

Planner

o

City planner Christopher Wzaeny

will be paid $9,000 to complete a

comprehenslve  development plan

for Farmington’s central business
district.

during the next several weeks, to be
considered by the DDA at its next
meeting in Avgust, according to offi.
cials, Wzacny's report will also glve
final project estimates so the board
can conslder flnancing options,

CITY ADMINISTRATORS and

A

DDA d said the
redevelopment  was golng  more
slowly than expeeted.

DDA Chairman Harry Wingerter
cailed the process “slow as molas-
scs.”” Despite the lack of speed,
board b

sume the responsibility for down-

town malntenance.” .
Projects adopted by the DDA In-

clude;
.

volving public hearlngs — special

assessments, clty bonding or the use

of tax Increment financing — will

probably be dccll?’ed
ber, 82

A adopts preliminary downtown plan

THOSE FINANCING options In- could be ralsed under a TIFA.
crease from the city's current $7.86
million level to $11.68 milllon, ac.

upon somettme  cording to hls report.

g the Bys-
tem, lighting, paving mate-

present app

pleased with the proposed projects.

“A misslon like the DDA's has the
nature of chores; they are never fi-
nally finished, but rather require
constant attentlon,” administrative
assistant for the city Robert Schultz,
sald in his report. He told the DDA
board that merchants and property

payment OK’d

formatlon of DDAs — before bonds
1

marketing strategy which included a

can be issued or a tax | i
nanclng plan can be adopted.

The DDA board is consldering sev-
eral projects requiring such long-
term financk 14,

His fee, to be paid from C¢ i

ty Development Block Grant money,
was approved Monday by a 4-0 vote
of the Farmington Clty Council.
Councliman Afton Bennett was ab.
sent. .
“The staff has verified . . . the
price Is well within the golng rate
for the design component of a down.
town development plan,” according
to a city report to the counctl.

The plan is being coordinated

renovation, lowelevel lighting and
landscaping throughout the central
buslness district, according to the re-
port.

Wazacny has acted as city planner
and consuitant on a year-long down-
town marketing study of the down-
town area, and ls famlliar with the
city's needs, the report said. To date,
consulting costs of $13,000 have been
paid by federal CDBG funds.

or and that the
downtown be renovated. He pro-
fected a $41,000 cost for research
and design, according to the report,
The gl‘ty gld the work with city staff,

g an or
framework and conducting market
analyses for the downtown,

The formal development plan is
expected to come before the DDA
within the next month for v.m.z.ra-
tion. The DDA board adopted a
working plan recently for the down.
town rejuvlnation.

. er, and other parcels.

rlals, signs, furnishings and plant-
ings, so they are safe and interesting,
This project also includes defining
current deficiencles and gaps and se-
lecting a walkway style.

# Improving parking by resurfac-
ing the munlcipal lot on the north
side of Grand River and purchasing
property north of Grand River and
west of Warner for additional park-
ing.

# Installing new, low-level light-
Ing to help bulld an (dentity and
make walkways,,safe, The DDA
adopted a lighting style, and the city
planner will propose locations for
these lights in his fina) plan,

& cmploying a professional steff
or consultants to monitor and tie the

progrim together. . the amazing task of breaking down
the food you eat into the nutrients

& renewing curbent landscape is.
lands, adding new islands and con-
sldering the addition of public sculp-
ture.

® acquiring property, Including
vacant property northeast of the
post offlce, single family housing
atong Orchard Street and Grand Riv-

“We aught to know by December
what we're dolng and where we're
going,” Farmington Clty Manager
;l:bre;t Deadman told the DDA

ard.

in Sep
the working draft.

financing the downtown project, an
ordinance would have to be drafted
by the city council before Dee. 81 In
order (o recapture tax ncreascs
from the previous year's assess-
ments, Schultz added.

years and an estimated $100,000 in

Schultz, author of 'y eity report suggests that a
TIFA could be used for most of the
improvements, while speclal assess.
ments could be used for some of the
lighting, physical maintenance and

If the DDA proposes a TIFA for

the DDA project.

The 2 percent tax levy, which can
be initlated by the DDA board ang
approved by the clty council without
publlc hearing, would gencrate only

ased on a projected “conserva-
tlve™ 5 percent rise In state equal-
ized values of property In Farming-

¢ the next five
ton during each ol and could be used for administrative

staffing requirements, it was sug.

new constructlon each year, Schultz
gested.

projected an estimated $708,429

How to keep your digestion on track

1 t rforms Institute on Aging.
T R of brcakin « Do cat a well-balanced diet

that Includes a varlety of fresh
frults, vegetables and whole graln

bod; ds, As you grow older,
3 may ocen 3 hage produets.

you may occasionally have a diges-
tive problem.

To keep the system at its best, you
may want to follow these do's and
don’ts recommended by the Natlonal

ANN’S HAIR DESIGN

stowly and whenever possible try to

meal.
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‘“I'VE LOOKED AROUND,AND I'M
CONFIDENT THAT LIBERTY

GIVES ME THE BEST PROTECTION America s seplacing
FORTHE RIGHT PRICE” “old ineffictent cars'and.
Jim Went and daughler Allison ::\d mom"y’. &B;: ;rnw

Autn, Home and Life Policyholder, can replace yourold

water heater and save
cnergy. with the new
True-Value Energy Saver
model, * '

~Choosing lhe right
insurance company wasn't
easy, | compared, and found  *
that Liberty Mutual offers the
best protection at the right
price for my auto, home and
tie insurance. And because
Liberty Mulual is located
nearby, I'm sure to get the
individual attention T need,
Try finding that somewhere
else. Caltand compare,
You'll see why | belicve in
Liberty”
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