Townships get road

role in Fessler

State Sen. Richard Fessler, R-

West Bloomfield, wants to hold pub- f

lic hearings this summer, during the
clectlon campaign, on a three-bill
* package almed at getting more mon-
+ ¢y for roads,
“There's a crylng need for road
Improvements,” “said Fessler.. “It's
" Immediate, Not 10 years down the
road. Not five, Now. There's an eco-
nomic boom,”

As chair of the Senate Transporta-
tion Committee, Fessler hopes to re-
port the bills to the Senate floor dur-
Ing a special session that beglns
Sept. 9.

It contains a_four-ycar program
aimed at stimulating local funding
for roads.

TARGETS ARE countics with

tmore than 600,000 populatlon, which
or the foresceable future means
Wayne, Oakland and Macemb,

Thelr particular emphasis is Oak-
land, where the Road Commission
palnts to $700 mlilllon in road im.
provements that nced to be made in
the next 10-15 years to accommo-
date n high-technology and office-
building boom.

Oakland officials are bralnstorm-
ing many methods of ralsing new
revenue because Road Commission
revenues from the stale gasoline and
weight taxes are consldered Inade-
guate,

A controversial part of the pack-
age could be Fessler's effort to glve
a greater role in road policy and
funding to townships. Those units
had thelr road powers stripped and
glven to county road commissions

Owen praises
House session

College tuitions,™ liabllity. insur-
“ance reform and crime protection
were among the chie! accomplish.,
ments-in the state House of Repre-
sentatlves’ January-July sesston, hc-
cording to House Speaker Gary
Owen, D-Ypsllantl. .

\

“Since January, the Legislature”

has addressed some major Issues —
head on,” Qwen sald,

Owen praised the House for pass-
ing Gov. James J. Blanchard's col-
lege tuition investment plan, Under
It, parents would be able to invest
lump sums, at interest, when their
children are young, When thelr
youngsters reach college age, they
would be assured the fund would
cover four years of tultion, expected
to cost $20,000, at a Michlgan publle
college.

“Thls program is unique in the na.
tion, making Michigan a leader in
combating the high cost of higher ed-
ucation,” Qwen sald.

THE BLANCHARD bill, sponsored
by Rep. James Kosteva, D-Canton,
was passed by the House in May but
is stalled In the Senate,

Senate Majority Leader John En-
gler. R-MLt. Picasant, sald of the tuls
tion program, “We llke the idea.
We're trylng to make it into a plan,

“The House passed {(only) the
idea,” Engler went on. *We're
to make sure that after parents In-
vested for 18 years, they can be sure
there’s something at the end of the
rainbow.”

Engler sald the Republican-con-
trolled Senate asked State Treasurer
Robert Bowman some technlcal
questlons about how the tuitlon plan
would work — Including, “wliil tul-
tion in fact be guaranteed?” - but

Kent Lake
claims 2 on
weekend

Kent Lake, one of Michigan’s most
heavlly patrolled Inland waterways,
was the scene of two drownings over
the Fourth of July weckend.

QOakland County Sheriff's marine
dlvislon officers Tuesday recovered
the body of a 25-year-old man who
went down about 4 pm. Sunday In
cight feet of water.

He was Identified as Gene Douglas
Peyton, 25, of Westland.

IN THE OTHER Incldent, Vernon
S. Mahin, 41, of Royal Oak, died Sat-

urday when his 1968 car went off old .

Grand River Road into a channel
connectlng two partlons of the lake.
The Sherlfi’s Department sald that

Bowman has yet to produce answers,
“Some he said he won't be able to
answer untll we've passed the pro-
gtam,” Engler sald, “I think he
elght to answer them before we pass
the program,” .-

bills

during the Great Depresslon of the
1930s,

FESSLER'S BILLS would:

@ Allow “road agencles to to re-
qulre: developers to dedleate land
and pay fees to completion of road
Improvements required by thelr de-
velopments. A key section deflnes
townships as “road agencics,” along
wlth countles, cltles and vHllages,

The fee ldea is one used in Penn-
sylvanin and other states where huge
developments near freeway inter-

scctions have had major Impact on

traffic. In part, it was prompted by
the Chrysler Corp. declslon to delay
a major Qakland County project be-
cause of inadequate roads and
sewers.

® The Michlgan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) would be re-
quired to match each $1 rafsed by a
local ‘agency with $2 the first year,
$1.50 the second, $1ithe third, and 50
cents the fourth.

“It encourages local unts to pass *

thelr funding immediately,” Fessler
sald.

# The State Transportation Com-
mission, a six-member panel cver-

se¢ ng MDOT, Is authorized to float _

bonds to ralse its matching grants,”

THE DEFINITION of road im-
provements Is broad;

“Construction, repair, or widening
of roads, streels or bridges; con-
struction of acceleration, decelera-
tlon and turning lanes; constructioni

{ drainage facilities;

OWEN CITED lizbilty 1
veform, which passed both houses, as
a mujor accomplishment. One bl jn
the package caps so-called “pain and
suffering” jury verdicts at $225,000
In some cases.

“In the splrit of compromise, the
House and Senate agreed to legisla-
tlon almed at controlling a growing
and nagging siteation for the medl-
cal professlon, local -governments
and other public and private inter-
ests,” Owen said, predicting a “posl-
tive impact” on the problem,

Owen, a critie of the insurance in-
dustry, noted that House Majority
Floor' Leader Lewls Dedak, D-Flint,
wil! hold hearlngs this summer on a
blll to require commercial liabllity
insurance companies to return “ex-
ccess” profits to cusomters.

ON THE CRIME prevention pack-
age, Owen sajd, “Early in ihe ses-
sion, a serles of crime preventlon
and child protectlon bills were Intro-

,duced. A mumber of them have
moved through the House and into
the'Senates.. i

“These bllls will provide needed

safeguards -to ‘make: our neighbor-:

hoods and streets safer, protect our.
children and older citizens, and take
those who prety on the innocent out
of circulation so that they can prey
no more.

“At the same time, we have acted
positively Lo provide sufficlent pris-
on space to make sure that convicted
criminals are off the streets.”

or 0]
installation of lighting; and installa-
tion of trafflc signs or signals.”
Fessler, in his first Senate term,
chairs the committee, Other mem-
bers are Republicans Doug Cruce’of
Troy and Kirby Holmes of Utlea and
Democrats Michael O'Brien of De-
trolt and James Barela of Bay City.

GOP honors
area judges

Oakland County Republicans will
hold their third annual “Salute to
Justice,” a cocktail-hors d'ocuvres
cvent honoring judges, Tuesday, ace
cording to GOP Chalrman Joe Knol-
lenberg, N

It runs 6-8:30 p.m. in Roma's of
Bloomtield, 2101 S, Telegraph. Tick-
cts at $50 per person may be re-

served by calling-Republican head-

.quarters in Pontla¢'ot 338-1133,
Knollenberg safd the event is “de-

signed to spotlight the excellent rela- |

tionship between . the: Republican

i Committee of Onkiand: County and- .

the legal community.” Guests will be

. state  Supreme’ Court, Court of
Appeals, Oakland * Clrcolt Court,
Oakland' Probate Court and local
District Court judges,

Chalrmen of the salute are attor-
peys Frank Mamat of West Bloom-
fleld and Patrick Mackett of Bloom-
field Hiils. -
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white his body was quick-
ly from the wreckage, Mahin w
pronounced dead at a nearby hospi:
tal.

In Sunday's incldent, Peyton and a
companion were in a rented boat on
the cast slde of the lake, between
Maple Beach and the Mitten Bay
dock, when the companlon went for
a swim, according to Kensingion
Metropark Superintendent Rlchard
J. Shafer. Metropark rutes prohiblt
swimming anywhere except at &
designated beach.

When the swimmer got inte trous
ble, Peyton dived In to help. The first
man was rescued by park lifeguards,
Shafer sald, but Peyton weat down
when their boat drifted away in the
wind, .
YIN SIX MINUTES, we had elght
lifeguards on the scene, diving,”
Shafer sald. They were jolned by
divers from the Oakland Sheriff's
Department and later by divers
from Livingston County,

Although the area has no deep

holes, divers were unable to locate”

the body for almost two days be-
cause (he bottom is muddy and the
stirred-up waler murky, a sherlf's
spokesman sald,

Funeral services for Peylon will
be at 11 a.m. Friday in Taylor,

Shafer said the last drowning oc-
curred about flve years ago when a
swimmer at a beach suffered an epl-
Ieptle selzure and went down uanot-

fced. -
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