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. spoclat writer

What Sandy Graham calls “a lttle

" excltement” many would consider

sheer madness.
Scallng a 14,000-foot mountatn,
kayaking a roillng river, or skilog a

.~ mountain slope Is sub-zero tempera-

tures are some of the Rochester
.. Hills resident's favorite means of en-
. tertainment,

;- Graham, who also enjoys swim-

wasn't gutsy cnough,”

But Graham’s no quitter. Climbing
in Maine, Vermont, New Hampshlre
and Colorado, he continued to tm-
prove and move on to bigger and
more difficult things.

Last January, Graham made a
trlp to the Rockies where he skicd to
11,000 feet, set up camp and within
one week climbed four 14,000-foot

peaks,
Graham also has been “Ice climb-
Ing" In the White Mountains of New

ming, and bicycling,

claims to like the excltement, accel-

- crated heartbeat and “natural high"
. these actlvities bring,

And, as manager of the Bench-

.« mark sporting goods store in Farm-

!

. ington, he's managed to combine his
pleasure with business,

“It's a fecling that’s really hard to
explain,” sald the 34-year-old
Graham of his faverlte sport —
kayaking.

“There’s nothing llke sitting on top
of a wave and having the water
scream by underneath you while you
:n }t:n top, just surfing back and
orth.”

GRAHAM KAYAKS the Ciinton
River from the Silverdome to Ro-
chester Road several timea a week.

“There's a good wave (in the Clin-
ton) at Livernols and Avon to horse
around on,” sald Graham, father of
two, “Actually, the Clinton has more
drop that the Rlfte or Plne (consld-
ered the fastest rivers in Michigan's
Lower Penlnsula), but no one knows
L b

Graham alse enfoys mountaln
climbing, an actlvity he took up
when he was 21,

“Every kid likes to climb,” sald
Graham with a shurg, “and one day I
Jjust declded that's what 1 wanted to
do."

Without any lessons, the climbing
started slowly, Graham admitted.

“IN THE beginning I would get
part way up and I'd get stuck,” he
said. "Then 1 would promise that,
once I got out of it, I would sell all of
my equipment and get out because 1

Bus tours
encouraged

Thirty tour operators from 11
states and Canada vislted the Bots-
ford Inn July 8 to investigate local
tourist attractions, with an eye
toward the area as a bus tour desti.
natlon far thelr traveling cllents,

The vislt was part of an eight-day
Michigan “famillarizatlon” tour
sponsored by Circle Michigan Inc., a
statewlde tourlsm association work-
Ing to bring more bus tours to Michi-
gan. This is the {ifth year this kind of
tour has been sponsored.

The vislting lour planners repre-
sent travel companies from Canada,
Deleware, INinois, Indlana, Massa-
chusetts, Minnesota, Missourl, New
York, Ohlo, Tcnnessee, Texas and
Wiscensin,

Group travel by bus is the fastest
growing segment of the tourism In-
dustry and s eagerly sought by at-
tracticns, restaurants and hotels na-
tionwide. Clrele Mlichigan members
work together to convince tour oper-

. atars that Michlgan [s a deslrable
destinatlon for bus groups.

Fram Its office in F

[

where the ice formed by
water — not snow — freezing.

Such ice, which forms in colored
hues, Is difflcult for climbers® tools
to puneture because it contalns no
alr packs. Also, these Ice formatlons
are constantly changlng.

“ICE CLIMBING Is totally differ-
cnt," sajd Graham. “When you are
rock climbing, the rocks are always
there, But with ice climbing, you can
go out today, climb, come back to-
morrow and the same peak could be
entirely dlfferent.”

Nevertheless, Graham satd _the
White Mountains are his favorlte
place to climb.

With record winds of 230 mllcs-
per-hour, an annual temperature of
20 degrees, mountains 4,000 feet
high and only a 12-hour drive away,
Graham heads there whenever he
can.

Graham had wanted to be a physi-
cal education teacher, but a slow job
market prompted him to look clse-
where,

“When 1 got out of school, 1 had
trouble finding a teaching job,” he
sald. “I used to go into the Bench-
mark oll the time, got to know the
owners and was offered a job,”

WHILE GRAHAM doesn't feel his

are
he has had his share of falls.

“T was coming home along a traln
tressel in New Hampshire and a
traln came,” he said. “I had nowhere
;o 80, 50 1 had to jump. I broke my
o

Graham also has broken his shoul-
der In five places as a result of
“bad skiing fall,” and has dislocated
his finger while kayaklng on Cana-
da’s Ottawa Rlver.

Graham has many trips planned

.,

Natural high

‘He lives and works his ou
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in Farmington, which the R

for the future. He'd iike to go to the
Grand Teton Natlonal Park in Wyo-
ming, Yosemite Natfonal Park in
Californla and the Canadian Rock-
cs.

But none of these trips wlill be tak-
en for awhile, Graham sald, because
he wants to spend more time with
Susie, his wife of 14 years, and thelr
two children, Deirdre, 7, and Sandy
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“Right now I cut back a bit to
spend tlme with my midgets,” he
said, eracking a grin, “but hopelully
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