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New director,
new direction
for MHSAA?

HE CHANGE IN COM-
MAND Is at hand.
And If first impressions

are worth anything at all,

it seems the change will be consider-
able,

First, an introductlon is in order.

Meet Jack Roberts, who wilt offi-

cially 1ake charge of the Michi
High School Athletic Assoclation
Sept. 1. Roberts will begin Aug. 4
and will spend the first month learn-
Ing just what the job entails from re-
tiring executlve director Vern
Norris.

1 had the opportunity to speak
with the new boss of the MHSAA last
week in a telephone interview from
hls present place of employment, the
national headquarters of the Fellow-
ship of Christian Athlctes In Kansas
City, where he sepves as executlve
v ce president.

With the formallty of introduc-
tions properly dispensed with, let's
get on with some meanlngful Inter-
rogations. Llke, what can we expect
from this guy?

HOW ABOUT something dlffer-
ent?

‘That alone would be more than
most people even remotely aware of
the MHSAA and its workings would
expeet. But miy fecling — premature
as it might be — is that the new guy
represeats a change in thinking in
the MHSAA.

Such a bold prediction is based on

disqualified from a job because of
age, but considerlng the scope of the
MHSAA’s executlve directorship, it
scems Roberts' lack of years' —
which is often mistakenly translated
as a lack of experlence — weuld
have stifted his chances for the job.

Yet here he Is, the exccutive-di-
rector-to-be, Roberts scemed to be
the longshot when the fleld was nar-
rowed to three; the others, Sible and
Willlam Pappas, a princlpal at
Grand Rapids Northview high
school, both have closer ties to uth-
Ietics within the state,

Roberts’ selection alohe shculd
clearly signal that a change In how
the MHSAA operates is not only
probable, it’s needed. Or so the Hep-
resentatlve Council belleves.

BUT IF THAT Isn't convinclng
enough, listenlng to Roberts as he
oulllnes hls basic phitosophy cinches

Fnr example: “When there s litl-
gatlon, wlmn there nre enforcement

cople
standing (lhe MHSAA'!) pnrposc

more than just a brief
with Roberts. Consider, flrst of all,
his selectlon, -
It the MHSAA Representative
* Councll was totally satisfied with the
direction the assoclation was taking
in recent years under Norrls, they
probably would have selected Fred
- Sible as the next executlve dlrector,
. Sible, one of the three {lndllsts for
the post, was an assistant director
under Norris.

INSTEAD TIIEY chose Roberts, a
surprise pick for severa) reasonms.
First, he's never had any prevlous
connection with our state. He was
born and ralsed In Stevens Point,
Wis,, where hls father was employed
as head of the state’s interscholastic

. athletle assoctatlon for 29 years.

And, desplte a formidable list of

. Impressive credentlals that includes
: scven ycars as assistant director of
the National Federation of State
High School Athletlc Assoclatlons,
Roberts Is just 37 years old.
My opinlon is nobedy should be

a major resm
hlllly"
That probably docsn't sound 5o in-
sightful, but do you think Norris
would admit a prob-
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Ends Well (No.9), Jockeyed by Randy Romero, edges out Furpln Mountain Saturday to win tho 38th runnlng of the M!chlgun Mile
ot Ladbroke DRC. Ends Well took a first-place purse of $184,700.

Gate Danceless
But all ‘Ends Well’ at Michigan Mile

By Larry O'Connor
stalf writer

lem even existed? Roberts made his
Intentlons clear: to make people
aware of the MHSAA's operations

. and avenues of appeal.

“An carly and perslslent goal of
mine,” he said, “will be to point aut
to the publle that the purpose of high
school sports 1s unlque and special
compared to colleglale or other
sports. When we {nrget thnt Ppurpose,
we lase our distinetion.”

ROBERTS PLANS to battle the
litigatlon problems that have pla-
gued the MHSAA in recent years
parually through better communica-

“Nnt Just from the MHSAA offlee,
cither, he emphaslzed, "bnl lrom
the school distrlets

All Ends Well needed was o leader
to catch Saturday in’‘the Michigan
Mllc at Ladbroke DRC, -

And {t was Purple Mounu\ln. ot
Gate Dancer, who provided Ends
Well somcone to beat. Ends Well
took Purple Mountain at the finish
line to win the 38th-running of Michi-
gan Mile.

Ends Well, jockeyed by Randy
Romero, plckmﬂ up $164,700 winners®
share of the $250,000-added purse.
The horse, a 1-to-4% favorite at the
start of the race, pald $11.20 to win.

Purple Mountaln, favored 2-to-1 at.
race time, was followed by Valiant
Lark. K

Gate Dancor. who won the 1984

hed from the

have to take some of the rcspunslbil-

Pleaso turn to Pago 2

Mlchlgan Mile bccnuse of a heal in-
fectlon, Gate Dancer was favored 8-
ta-5 in the morning odds.

DEJEAU, THE 1985 Michigan
Derby winner, was also scratched
due to Injuries,

Gate Dancer suffered bumed

-heals after working out Wednesday
‘at Ladbroke DRC. It was thought,

though, that he would be ready for
Saturday’s race. .
Bul Saturday morning - Gate
Dancer was withdrawn from the
race after the Injuries were constd
ered too severe.
Gate Dancer’s absence dldn't alter

‘any plans Ends Well's traincr Robert

Reinacher Je. had for the race.

“From a tactical standpaolnt, it
didn't change anything," Reinacher
said. “The controling horse In my
aoplnion was the one that finished
second (Purple Mountain).*

Purple Mountaln set an excellent
pace for Ends Well to follow, posting
2 47.1 time at the half mile. Purple
Mountain held the first posltion until

the eighth post before Ends All made |

abreak for the [inish line,

At the half-mile mark, Purple
Mountaln was followed by Quibble
i The Believe. Purple
Mountain, ridden by Nick Santagata, ‘bo
sutll hud'tha, lead at the mile mark

and Land Of

with a time of 1:36.2,

[ knew he was the horse to beat
{Purple Mountain),” said Romero;
who has recovered from an accldent
which left burns over 65 percent of
his body, “I came in with the deter-
mination to win.”

ROMERG, A CAJUN from Louis!-
ana, finished second In the natlon in
wins in 1985 with 466 and earnings
aver ss million. He added another
Sl

Relnncher said, after some recent
hnrd luck, he'd hoped to get win to
get Ends Well's confldence back.
Gate Dancer's absence made that
more posslble.

The fast f.rack was a help also.

“All the races were running really’
quick,” sald Romero. “I thought I
would be leading by three or four
‘horses, but I coutd see I was golng to
more | luler ulan ‘l expec!-

Ten ‘Gold PaLu, a 2 to-l fnvorl .
fInished fourth. Last year’s Michigan
Mile winner, Bandwagon Harry, fin-
Ished fifth.

Qulbble, which ran in second for
the first half mile, faded to ninth,
Land Of The Belleve, after a strnng
start, finished seventh,

The win for Romero came In his,
first race in Michigan. Recently he's:
moved ecastward from Loulsiana, Ar-’
kansas and Ilinols to Florida nnd
New York.

In the east Romero's raced well,
winning 41 races this year and ule
riding title at Gulfstream Park, . .

He was also one of the lendnls at’
Belmont Park before a back injury-
sidetined him again.

By Chris McCoaky
staff writer

The first week of the Midwest
Summer Hockey League concluded
Wednesday and already Mike Hart-
man has emerged as onc of
league’s premier players.

“He’s a strong candidate for thls
year’s scorlng leader,” said A.J.
Baker, MSHL commlssloner,

No doubt.

A West Bloomfteld High School
grad and seventh-round draft
cholce of the Buffalo Sabres, Hart-
man expladed for flve goals and an
assist Monday as his team, the
Huskles, carned a 7-7 tle agalnst
the Falcons at the Plymouth Cul-
{ural Center Ice Arena.

vy

“ | the flnal perled. The Falcons car-
+ | ricd a 5-2 lead into the final period.
Hartman's fourth goal of the peri-
od, with one minute left in the
game, drew the Huskles and Fal-
cans even at 7-7.

Ken Chaput (U-M Dearborn) had
three goals and an assist for the
Falcons, Tomas Carlbom, who
plays Junlor A hockey in Sweden,
added two goals.

THE MSHL began its fourth sca-
son with a trio of games Sunday. |

Scott Jagod (Cranbrook) scored
two goals to lead the Wolverines
past the Broncos 9:5, Livonla
Churchill product Rick Robitaflle
had two assists, and Detroit Coun-
try Day's Jeff Keller added a goal
and an assist.

Four of Hartman’s goals came in -

Sizzling Sabre

Buffalo draftee ignites MSHL team

Wodnawd
Buldcolnﬂw.m.‘lp
L-km,&soanr.u

od goals. Catholic Central line-
mates Walt Bartels {(a goal and two
assists) and Erle Kapclanskl (two
assists) figured in three of the
Spartans’ goals.

Rlck Osborn (U-M Dearborn)}
scored twlee for the Bulldogs.

In the finale Sunday, the Lakers
blasted the Wildeats 11-5. The
Lakers scored six times in the final
period. John Smith (Kent State)
scored twice and added four asslsts
{or the winners, Bobby Molse (Erle
Blades, ACHL) scored o goal and
two assists,

Livonia Franklin product Tim
Olschanskl had a palr of goals and
an asslst for the Wildcats.

ON TUESDAY, the Spartans won
their second stralght game, tipplng
the Lakers 6-3. Jolle Toft (Sweden
A) scored twice and Nester added a
goat and two assists.

Bobby Molsc scored a goal and
an assist for the Lakers.

On Wednesday, a pair of goals by
Todd Krygler (Connecticut) led the
Bulldogs to a 7-3 win ngalnst the
Wildcats. Rick Osborn. scored a
goal and notched three asslsts,

Dave Ward (Northwood) scored
twice for the Broncos,

‘The Spartans, coached by Baker, |

scored five {lmes in the third perd-
od to overtake the Bulldogs 7-3.
Kelly Nester (Compuware Mldgets)
scored three of the five third-peri.

ki and Jelf Dobek had &
goal and assist each for the Cals.

Hennessey Engineer standout
E.J. Saucr iod the Falcons to a 6-4
win over the Wolverines with a
goal and two assists.

Keller and Jagod scored twice
each for the Wolves.

By Brad Emons
staff wrlter

Denals Smith s at the crossroads
of his hockey career,

He cails the upcoming scason
“My make or break year.”

Al the 22-ycar-old Westland na-
tive really wanls is a break from
some National Hockey League
team. With the help of Toronte
agent Harry Francls, the 5-foot-11,
192-pound defenseman Is hoping-to
get a tryout with somebody.

“Dennis has incredible skills, but
the situation can be political some-
times,” sald A.J, Baker, director of
the Midwest Summer Hockey
League. “It depends on who knows
him and who he knows.”

Smith, who now resldes In Livo-
nla, plnyed last scason with the St.
Lonls Blues farm club, the Peorla
(I1) Rivermen of the rough-and-
tumble Intcrnational Hockey
League.

Sporting o plus-13 rating, second
highest among defenseman on the
team, Smlth was named the R[ver-
men’s Rookie of tho Year.

“The IHLisa good league with a
lot of young guys,” Smith sald. “We
had: soveral guys pulled uwp and

‘down between the NHL. But it was
{rustrating ‘to sce that because I
know I can play with some of those
guys.”

path of Leo Norwdod, the Warren

Peorla to the Blues, Smith's prob- -

SMITI novm to follow the

natlve who Weﬂl last season. from

Zero hour?
Smith’s pro career at crossroads

Dennls Smith
" 8t Louls bound? .

lem, however, is that he sa (rec
agent.
*I'm not sure what NHL lum 1

might yo to, but St. Louls is the

best posslbility,” Smith sald, “Bob
Plager,. thelr head scout, saw us
play six or seven times. I'm just
locking forward-to going to camp
and getting a con(.mct. Ihave alot
of optlons right now.” .

QOne option Is getting a tryout
with the U.S. Olympic team, but
Smith doesn't want to spend anoth-
er season taking-six-hour bus rides
-around the THL.

" fenseman then played the 1984-85 | )

“lot of giveaways,” Smith

“The bus ridu are terrible,” he
said. “That’s the.worst part of it.”

Growlng up In Westland, Smith
played midget hockey in Taylor for
his father and also was a member |
of Little Caesars Bantam chatn-
plonship team.

-AS A 17-YEAR-OLD, Smith was
drafted in the seventh round by
Kingston of the Ontarle Hockey
League. He was also drafted see-
ond by the Redford Royals of the!
local North American Junlor Hock-

cy League.

Smith decided to go the OHL jun-
for route where he suffered one bad
break alter another In three sea-
sons with the Kingston Canadians,

“I broke my jaw lhe first year.{.
and It killed my chances of belng | -
drafied,” he sald. *I went (hmugh
three different coaches In three
years and we were a last place
team. I sent letters out (to NHL
teams), but I had no agent,”

After caralng a plus-11 vating
with Kingston In 1983-84, Smith |
went to Erie, Pn., to play ln the At-
lantic Coast Hockey Leagut

With the help o( Bnknr. ‘the de-

season in a Divislon IT League'in
Osby, Sweden,

“As a junior [ always was an ag-
gressive defenseman, but I had a
sald. “In
Sweden I worked a lot on my skat-
jng and puckhandling. I also §-:
worked on my body. I added weight
(going ' from 17{ to 100) nnd
atrength” -

. Plonse turn to Page 2 ,.




