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Stained glass

Aged storybook characters |
‘refurbished for Sarah Fisher

By Loratne McClish
staff wrlter

ORTY STAINED GLASS wiri-
dows, each depleting a nur.
sery rhyme characler, are
belng taken out of the walls

in Sarah Fisler Home for Children
two or four at u time now, to be com.
pletely refurblshed by stalned glass
artist Linda Joy Marx.

“We were lucky to find her,” sald
Myra Luzod, speaking for the staff
at Sarah Flsher, “The windows have
been badly in need of repair for a
long while but no one would touch
them. There are a lot of stalned
glass artlsts around, but as we found
out, there aren't more than half-a-
dozen In the state that could do the
kind of repair these need,”

Stained glass windows were com-
monly & part of the architect’s plans
in 1929 when the complex on the cor-
ner of 12 Mlle and Inkster was built
and called Sarah Fisher Orphanage.

At the time the room that was
made with the stalned glass windows
was used as a classroom. Later it
was used as a gymnasium. Wire net
was installed in the hope of giving

- some pratection, but over the years
none of the 40 escaped some destruc-

on.

“I think F've hooked up with the
company that made them,"” Marx
sald. “There's a company ia Toronto

that did the most of the best stained
glass for «il of thls area at that time,
and they arc golng to help me track
where they came from with some
pletures I sent.

“At any rate, they weren't made
by any amateur, They are extremely
well made, with clean edges that fit
pe’rtl;ectly and they are a joy to work
with." .

MARX IS FITTING those clean
edges together, much like a jigsaw
puzzle, in the loft of her Farmington
home, bullt about the same time as
the Sarah.Fisher home, which she
has turned into a studlo,

For the past 11 years, since Marx
turned her stalned glass hobby into a
profession, there have been slx or
scven projects going on simulta.
neously In her loft studlo. But for the
summer, she'll concentrate on the
nursery rhyme characters to glve as
many of them as possible a fresh and
new life so they can be put back in
place In time for Sarah Fisher's open
house Sept, 14.

“Hopefully Il have all of them
finished, but I can't know.for sure
Just what I'm golng to run into,”
Marx sald, “Some need

the '20s Is dlfferent from what we're
using now, but the method of work-
ing with stalncd glass is still the
‘same as U's been for centuries,

*“It the home had trouble finding
someone.to do this it I3 because most
glass artlsts use the Tifany method,
which is strictly using different col-
orcd pleces of glass and placing
them into & design. Palnting and fir-
ing thelr own colors, or painting a
design on lop of different colored
glass, which is what I'm going to
have to do for some of these pleces,
makes the differehce between.the
craft and the art,” she sald,

MARX SPENT A good deal of her
time as a professional stalned glass
artist promoting glass work as an
art, much of it as a member of the
Michlgan Glass Month Committee,
With help from Michigan Councll for
the Arts, April Is now recognized as
the month for galleries, museums
and cultural centers In the state to
display and promote the work of the
glass artlst,

“I got Into this business back-
wards,” Marx said, “I started work-
ing wlith glass and then took an art
course, then studled design, drawing,

‘strengthening. Some have lost an en-
tire plece that is going to have to be
cut and painted to match up with the
rest of the pleture,

“The type of lead that was used In

will be given a

and dusty

The
new life this summer and be

Home for Children in time for
staff for Sunday, Sept. 14.

back in place In Sarah Fisher
open house, scheduled by the

pottery and pture, but always
went back to glass.”

Marx sald she has never known
the time she did not have some kind
of manual hobby.

“I made eyerything from jewelry
to macrame, but once I started in
glass everything clse went,” she
sald. “I knew I needed some lessons
when I knew that something was
wreng, but I didn’t know what it was

* and Idldn’t know how to correct it."

“Today she i3 writing technical
pleces for art magazines, has had
her work shown in The Royal Ontar.
lo Museum, .an event she calls her
“biggest excltement,” ‘tcaches her
art and s kept busy enough with
commisslons that she rarely hkas
time to accumulate enough pieces to
display in the local juried shows.

*'I concentrated on the more pres-
tiglous shows here, the Scholem
Alcichem show, Blrmingham's Art in
the Park, where the shoppers were
more ltkely to appreciate the origi-
nal, the unusual, the Jittle more ex-
pensive,” she said.

“And I would recommend those
shows to anyone who has the skills to

- use as a stepping-stone to get from

the hobbyist to the full-time profes-
slonal.” .

ONE OF MARX' students was Sis-
ter Mary Patricla, of

Linda Joy Marx will be work-
ing all summer long in her
{oft studio on 40 stained glasa
windows that depict nursory
rhyme characters. The one
she’s working on above and
at right had to be completely
dismantied for restoration.

Sarah Fisher complex.

“She knows enough about stalned
glass to know what all Is Involved
bere, And I know enough about all
the good they are doing over there to
know that they need all the help they
can get,” Marx sald. “All of my ma-
terlals are being pald for, but I'm
not getting much time-wise. I think
of this as a challenge.

'T've done repairs before, but not
on very exotic things, nothing of this
magaitude. Just look at the way this
comes alive when it’s held up to the
light," she said,

Author
spins tales

Author and historian Joan
Fox {above) uncovered
some amusing and unusual
facte about the Honry Ford
family when they owned
Botsford Inn while doing re-
search for her book: “More
‘Than a Tavern.,” She'll be
eharing thoso anecdotes,
along with ‘atorien * about
Ford (at loft) and his love of
dancing during “Author's
Tea Party,” which begins at
2 p.m. Friday In Botsford's
garden courtyard.

Michigon’s oldest operaling
lodging facility, on QGrand
River, wost of Eight Mile,
Tun 4-5-p.m. ’ .

Open | '}
‘houso with tours through {.

Photos by
Rick Smith

JULY

/ AUCTION
ESTATE AUCTION : .

Friday, July 18, 7:00 p.m. Saturday, July 19, 11:00 a.fn. Sunday, July 20, 12 Noon
Preview exhibition begins, July 11, thru the sale dates, 10-5 p.m. Special exhibirion, Wednesday, july 16, 10:00
4.1.-9:00 p.m. Iltustrated catalagues $10.00 postpaid, Call or write foe free brochure,

FEATURING: g .
FRIDAY:  Antique o Modern paperweighus including: Clichy; St. Louls Baccarat; Sulphides; Labina ecc.

Lioncl and other traia scts, toys, dolls, and antique marioactes, Afsican trophy feature,
Hummel sad Gocbel flgurines,

SATURDAY: Quezel art glass, Antique cut glass, Hissing Goase decoy, Rodacy n}-ce Stenciled shelf clock,
Carved marble sculptutes and art deco lamp.

Exrensive collection of Erench cameo ext glaas including: Galle, Daum Nascy, D'argental, and
Arsall—a mximnelz over 40 offesings. Antique Prench and Viciorian furniture, Gilt wood
Louls X\F siyle "Aubusson upholsiered Eulor set, Antique Victorian Rasewood parlor,
Semi-antique Orleotal rugs, Fine jewelry. Featuring the estate of Hatland B. Graver of New
Bavarla, Ohlo inchiding French cameo glass. (Galle’,. Daum, and
Sotheby'’s, New York, Kiog Parouk Auction, February 21, 1934,

]

SUNDAY:

Arsall), formerly s0ld at

peury.
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