By Tim Richard
g staff wrller

. l'l"s A normal election year for

the Qakland Clrcult Court.

unopposed
There is one vacancy — Frederick
‘I Zicm declded to retire at the end of
B this term — and five candldnlcs are

‘38 scrambling for it.

B 1t's a prestiglous bench if one isn't
superstitious — 13 judges who pre.
B side over some of Michigan's bright-
§ cst lawyers and most challenging

cases. Winner of the open seat wil
B joln a_club ‘that cempaigns as a
team. It's almost as good as a life-
i time appointment. Almost never is
an incumbent defeated.
In the Aug. § non-partisan prima-

to lwo, who will face off on Nov. 4.

fl  Here, in reverse alphabétical or-
der, is what they're saylng in cam-

paign blographies and in interviews

with Civle Searchlight attended by

[ this newspaper,

i - Our question was: Other than pres-
ent silting Oakland Circult Court

R judges, who was the best judge you

PR cver practiced in front of, and why?

WILLIAM ZIEM, 32, Mitford rest-

Jacques & Zlem in Walled Lake.
His legal practice Includes “exten-
f sive trial work in district court. I'm
i now In the general practice of law,
W I've handled some munlclpal cases.
I'm most qualified in criminal law.”
Ml In 2% years on the Oakland pro-

Jll sceutor's stalf, hie did the bulk of hia
Bl work ‘In preliminary exams at the
district court level, handled drunk
Q) driving trials and tried three murder
M cases In Clreuit Court.

g Best judge: Marvin Frankel in Oak
R Park District -Court “most

B knowledgeable [n law.",

i Education; Ollvet Collcge. bache-
i lor of sclence In 1875; Cooley Law

§ School, law degree in 1978.

The son of the retiring judge, Ztem
flgot into the race because T think

I'm best qualificd. There's not an
outstanding candidate.”

Comments on court efficlency:
'More rescarch attorneys should be
Nhired up there. Generally you see
W two clerks; 1 dnnt lhlnk you need”

more than one .. . If you do your
i job the way you should thlngs wlll

get done on time,”

Four incumbent Judges are .

) ry, voters will winnow the ﬂeld down .

william Ziem
private attornoy

Best judge: Former Circuit Judge
Robert Webster — ‘“declslve, bright,
worked very hard, cared about the
impact of hls declsion, wonderful
sense of humor, never took himself
too seriously. That's lhe kind of
judge I'would try to

From 1979 to '83 ahe chalred the
state Teacher Tenure Commission,
which tried teacher firing cases.

A natlve of Allegan, she majored
in Spanish, with a minor in psycholo-
gy, at Michigan State ('69) and stud-
fed a year in Spain. She put her Span-
lsh‘v;o :vork as a soclal worker and in
a

Joan Young
court administrator

Lawrence Ternan

city attorney
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[Five seek presilgnous Gaklaneﬁ court.
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Jessica Cooper

has specfallzed in zoning suits, has  on the Wayne prosecutor’s staff, He
been retalned by other munlelpall-  does much legal teaching: trial tech-
tles in such cases, and has writtenon  nigues to new stafl lawyers, spouse
them. abuse seminars, rape crisis center

Best ]migc Clark Adams, retlred  staff members, volunteer probation
from the Oakland bench — “he had officers In district courls.

an understanding of the law, a won-
derful temperament; he was able to
control his courtroom.” He also ad-
mires a Petoskey judge who s “able
to take the emotion out of an issue
fng try them falrly and impartinl-

‘Education: Western Michlgan Uni-
vcrsily. bachelor’s degree in busi

Prog
Hope College {n Holland, The job in-
volved matching workers to employ-
®rs and giving non-English-speaking
workers enough Englls)l to perform
on the job.

Young settled in Oaklund County
after marrizge and earning her law
degree from the Wayne State Unil-
versity Law Scool in 1074,

LAWRENCE R. TERNAN, 46, Ro-
-chester Hills, clty attorney there,
principal in a Hloom(leld Hllls law
firm..

He started nrnnUce in 1985
Ferndale, handling "divorce, criml-
nal defense, bankruptey — anything
1hat would come In the door,’I con-

tinue to do criminal defense work,

and personal injury work, primarily
defense.” His early work_ Involved
many child custody eases.

In his munlclpnl practice, Ternan

- about don't need to be.”

1861; Wayne
Slute University Law School, 1965,
On closing courtrooms: “I'm a
firm believer in open courtrooms; a
flrm believer in the Open Meetings
law — that’s how I feel. Most of the
things they want closed sessions

On court cfficiency: “Set dead-

- lines, and see that cases aren't de-

Inyed by attorneys . ... We should
screen cases more for cases that
lack merit.”

MARTIN KROHNER, 42, Farm.
Ington Hills, assistant Wayne County
prosecutor.

After teaching schodl 2% years In
Detroit, Krohner spent a year as a
staff attorney with Michigan Consol-
idated Gas Co,, clerked for a probate
Judge and was a family law attorney
for the Oakland Legal Ald Soclety.

For the past 13 years, he has been

term as district judge in

[t PR An @ ik
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His avocatlon has been helplng to

{found, and seeving as a fobbyist for,
Mothers Agalnst Drunk Driving. -*

Best judge: George T. Martin, a

former Dearborn district judge and
a Wayne County clrcuit judge = “it
was llike practicing at the turn-of the
century. He demanded you atand at
the podium; he demanded you ask
permission to question a witness and
to make an objection. Everyone was
treated - with
dressed In an appropriate maonne!

respect; _everyone

r
.. Even when it was 107 degrees in

July, we kept our ur jackets on.”

‘Educatlon; Michlgan State Unlver-

sty, bachelor's degree; University of
Detrolt Law School; lawsdegree. .

. On court cfflciency: “This county

needs a lol more judges. Delays are
oo long."

JESSICA COOPER, 40, In second

Martin Krohner i
assistant presecutor diatrict judge .mq'
L neel

. . ‘.
. Our question was: Other than present 3 A

sitting Oakland Circuit Court judges, w8
who was the best judge you ever )

practiced in front of, and why?

. - - g /
cases " are * remanded to District
Court, Cooper sald, “Since I've been
working as a clreult judge, I may as
well be on the clreult beneh . . . The
cipcult bench-is a chnllengc That's
the trial court.”

There's & second reason: The state
Court of Appe
judges for appellate work, and Coo-

per started lier carcer In 1973 as an,

assistant defender in the state appel-
late defenders office. She would like
to put her hackgmund to work en the
appeals bench.

In.private practice 1875-78, she
handled eriminal and fuvenlle cases,
dlvorcc, discriminatlon, real estate

als bortows clreult

and personal Injury cases,

*Favarite judge: “I have to givﬁ ad
you three. Horace Gilmore (Wayne™
circult) — he knew his law. Jim
Ryan (former Wayne Circuit judge,
state Supreme Court and now ULY:
Court of Appeals judge} — no non
sense; he expected you to know th
law and the rules. John O'Halr (laxv
mer Wayne Circuit judge, now coun®
ty proseculor) - evcn~tcmpemd
easy going.”

On court efflclency: “The fact that =
I'n known asa trial judge’ helps mé N
scitle cases,” ¢

Education: ' Wayne State Unlversk-
ty, bachelor’s and Jaw degrees.

Noting that many Clrcult Court.
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functlons as a house counsel for the. ™ |.
court.:It's a business operation, with, .,
2 $10 milllon budget, 200 employees *
and labor negotiatlons, It's’ responsl-
ble for the Friend of the Court, jury ~
clerk,. schedule clerk and now the
pre-trial services unit,” she said. .

From 1974 to '78 Young was in
private general practice in Troy —
domestle, juvenlle and criminal, litl.
gatlen and real estate closings,
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