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Restaurant offers limo service

By Ethol Simmons
staft writer

Don Vargo, owner of the 1940

“Hindenburg” (1975}, 12:35 to-
night on Ch. 7. Originally 125
minutes. TV time slot: 165 min-
utes.

This was made durlng the craze
for disaster films., This one, of

'} course, Is based on a true event, an

event that is strong In the memory
because of newsreel footage and a

Chop House, sald he's the flrst res-
in Detrolt to of-
fer free service to dinner

WHAT'S IT WORTH?
A ratings gulde to the
movies

Excellent, . . . . .

particularly vlvld and
radio account of the disaster as It
happened. The movle has s
moments, cspecially in the grand
design of "30s costumes. Good ace
1ors do journcymen work, including
Gearge C. Scott, Anne Bancroft and
Charles Durning. The plat, presemt-
{ng several possible reasons for the
sti)l unexplained disaster, has its
moments but in the end falls flat.
The length is excessive.
Rating: s2.

"Tall Gunner Joc™ (1976}, 11:30
p.m. Saturday on Ch. 7. Ori
nally 144 minntes, TV time slot:
175 minutes.

Peter Boyle gives a strong per-
formance as the pltlful Sen. Joc
McCarthy. The fllm has a strong
anti-McCarthy bias but the polnt of
view Is not unsympathetlc and the
period detalt and understanding of
palitics In postwar Amerlea 1s In-
sight{ul. Lately McCarthy has been
getting some revisionist support
for his cheap. scandalous red-balt-
ing. This is a reminder that this
poor, deluded man ruined carcers
and lives before finally succumb-
ing to the bottle.

Rating: §3.

“The Russlans Are Coming, the
Russlans Are Comlng” (1966}, 1
p.m. Sunday on Ch. 50. Original-
Iy 120 minutes. TV time slot: 150
minutes.

Hilarious comedy about a Rus-
sian submarine that accidentally
lands off a New England town. The
film has a simple, maybe even sim-

pleminded, message about the
shared values of all humans and
the stupidity of knee-jerk potitical
reactions, But it’s not the message
1hat counts, it's the performances,
Man Arkin [s outstanding as the
low-key. level-headed Russian offl-
cer who wants to get out as sooh as
possible, Brlan Keith is equally ef-
fective and low-key as the town's
Andy Griffith style sheriff who
never gets ruffled. Jonathon
Winters, Carl Rciner, Theodore
Bikel, Michael J. Pollard and Paul
Ford are outstanding.
Rating: $3.25.

“The Descrt Fox' (1951), 2:30
Sunday night on Ch. 4. Originai-
y 88 minutes. TV time slot: 120
minutes.

Erwin Rommel was a profes-
sional, honorable German millitary
officer who pursued his career, un-
fortunately, during the Third Re-
ich, This {ilm is a defense of Rom-
mel as a great man on the wrong
side. It Is a good comblnation of ex-
citing battle scenes  across the
North Afrlean desert and an Intrl-
guing character study of the man
who finally takes actlon against the
tyrant he served, Adolph Hitler,
James Mason Is superb as Rom-
mel all his polish, charm and
strength are put to good use here to
portray a man who had all of that.

Rating: $3.25.

Hugh Gallagher is an Obserz-
er & Fecentric copy editor.
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guests arriving from the major ho-
tels. apartments and conventlon cen-
ter nearby.

Vargo, a Farmington Hills resl-
dent, explained, “Competition is get-
ting keener and you have to offer
more service.”

Vargo's restaurant, spectallzing in
certifled Angus beef, opened last Oc-
tober. He intreduced the limousine
service In December and it has
proved very popular.

“It's a VIP treatment,” he sald,
~They really like it when that limo
pulls up, and thelr guest s im-
pressed.™ :

‘THE LIMOUSINE has been taking
calls {from such places as the Hotel
Pontchartraln, the Westin Hotel, the
Omnl Hotel, Riverfront Apartments,
Miblander Center Apartments, and
Cobo Hal), for conventlons.

“We had 22 runs with the Jimo last
week,” Vargo sald one recent after-
noon at the restaurant,

He recatled that during the flim.
ing of “The Rosary Murders™ In De-
treit, "1 personally picked.up Charles

Fair Lane hosts Ford

The 123rd annjversary of Henry
Ford's birth will be celebrated Sun-
day, July 27, with an old-fashloned,
all-day, summertime picnic at the
auto magnate’s fIith and final res-
dence, Fair Lanc. :

Old-time ftddle musle, hayrides, a

Durning. His  hotel called, and I
wasn't doing anything, so I just
Jumped in the Yimo and went over. I
picked up thls portly gentleman.”

Durning enjoyed the 1940 Chop
House so much, “He became a very
good customer,” and returned at var-
lous tlmes wlth other people in-
volved In the film production,

Also maklng Vargo happy at this
time Is the. word he recelved recent-
Iy from Esquire magazine, which
called him from New York to say the
1940 Chop House has been chosen as
“one of the 100 best restaurants in
Amerlca,” he sald. The magazine
will be talking about the chop house
in the column Cheers, in its Novem-
er issue,

\WHAT MAKES his restaurant spe-
cial, Vargo believes, is the top qualle
ty of Its food and drink.

“The certified Angus beef has just
been recelved marvelously,” he said.
Visitors from Europe have been es-
pecially pleased because, “The Euro-
pean market doesn't get good beel.”

The restaurateur used to have a
restaurant in Livonia, which was
called Vargo's. It had a fine wine
ccllar. . .

He continues to emphaslze good
wines at the 1940 Chop House. “Ev-
erything we serve here Is premlum,”

children’s haystack slide and other
mininture farmhouse games, a Med-
el T display, gulded tours of the es.
1nte. contradancing on the terrace
and historle Ford fllms will highlight
the birthday celebratlon,

All activities -will take place

table talk

he sald. Wine by the glass - a seven.
ounce one — {rom the cruvinet, Is
priced from $3.75 to $6.50. Wine runs
him $50-5180 by the cuse,

Vargo sald hls prlees are reason-
able for the wines served. “I barely
double my cost of wine.” Among
wines available are superler firste
growth ones.

Along with the regular offerings,
there's olso a winé of the month. As
10 liquor, “I never feature anything
but brand names — only premlum.”

RETURNING TO the menu, Var-
go noted, “We have scafood, flsh,
veal and lamb but about 70 percent
of our buslness is the certified Angus
beef." Entrees range from a low of
$14.95 to a high df $20.95, for steak
and lobster tall.

“We're an all-American restau
rant,” he contlnued, “We're having a
love alfair with a steak and a baked
potato.”

On a recent afternoon, Vargo of-
fered a sampling of his speclalties.
Shrimp with curry and chutney was

birthday picnic :

alongside a meandering river and a
woods with 300.year-old burr oaks,
now part of the campus of the Uni-
verslty of Michigan-Dearborn.
Beginnlng at noon and runnin
through 9 p.m., guests will — for a
$? admisslon charge — be able to

one tasty dish. Another was a plate
with soft-shell crab, eseargot and
batter-frled sheimp. - - :

“I've been doing Maryland soft-
shell crab since 1986-67," Vargo
sajd, “We saute 'em,”.

Next sampled were melt-in-your-
mouth filet mignon and top sirloln. A
-champagne he chosé-was Lembey
Brut, 8 Spanish wine, "~

Then It was time for dessert from
the pastry tray. Two of these are
creatlons of Joe Salisythe chef. They
are a warm, rum-bredd pudding and
a Hawaiian, fresh-frult cup. Other
desserts are midnlght ~layer cake,
chocolate velvet, Grand Marnier
cream torte and raépberry cream
torte, -

‘The 1940 Chop Hopse at 1840 E.
Jefferson has a smartyart-deco look.
The downstalrs dining.drea features
a large glitzy bar. THE upstairs din-
Ing area is usually opgtied to the pub-
lic only when there's anoverflow, on
Saturday nights, and the rest of the
time is used for privald partles.

particlpate in the ibnbwlng indoor
and outdoor activitlgs (additional
charges, as noted):  ~v*

For further information, call 593-
5590.
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luncheon and dinner

BRUNCHES

ing array of breakfast,

« A dazzling, ever-changing 2 ¢
avorites and pastries too

5
[

Ler Us Help You
Celebrate Summer

One FREE dinner entree when a
second dinner entree of equal or
greater value is purchased.

Offer good Sunday thra Thursday from $ p.m
Cannot be used with any other promotions
Valid chru July 31, 1986

ély\FQX_ Reservations 642-6900

4 725 South Hunter
Birmingham
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THE
BROADWAY BRUNCH
The All New Troy Hilton
Sunday Brunch Buffet

A star ds bugn..The o)
all new Sunday Broadwiy Brunch B
Buffet starring Hve Broadw H
plana music, an exciting chy; -
win two theater tickets plus in
appetizing cast including a chels
carving, creative omeleties and
inteenational specialties
order. chafing dish scleetions, fved @
shirimp, smoked salmon and bagels,
endless pastries plus much more!

The All New Troy Hilton

Sunday Broadway Brunch

Buffet..You'll come back
for an encore]

Every Sunday
10am-3pm "9
Adults #12.95

Senior Citlzens 11,95
Children under 10

$7.95 + tax.

Troy Hilton Inn

1455 Stephenson Highway
Troy, Michigan 48084

numerous to mention.
« No compromise is ever made with quality or
freshness,

« Elegant ambiance of the Kingsley dining rooms.
« White linen silver service
* Adults '9.95, Children 7 & under *4.95

SUNDAY DINNER
SERVICE FROM 2:00 P.M.- 10:00 P.M.

Kingsley Inn

N WOODWARD
P4 ATLONG LAKE ROAD

. The plano
< musicis
oft. The chinn,
crysta) and sltver:
- will abtmmi
- Cacktall and dinn
" _aervice dvnlinble Monday. §
thru Satunlay begliining nt 6 p.m.
For reacrvalinna call. 559:G500

Experience
excltement
“with atyle ut
‘- the Benchmark.

Iranintic seiting
aupérh continenl

jor Drive .Southficid; M_I:hl;(nn'.

10th Anniversary
: g 2 Celebration:.
. L Month of July .
B Thursday Night Rib Jamboree
L . . ‘= Spacial "‘ZL”L’{.’«‘,’RH""
LT LS Barbecus Ribs for 2 5ivetie sgo
22041 MICHIGAN AVE, [i8°* aller +91s | (Live Maind Lobater ¢
DE;RBOHN,M|“124 O T2, BILFRAE || o bmamenss it rp asd
562-4000 foaturing Strolling Musiclans
*No discounts on speclals
orpy : o
° \
Wm \ \\ Pearl’s
‘ Garden
Serving the Finést in
Chinese & American Cuisine
Luncheons « Dinners » Carry Out Orders
Szechuan and Mandarin -
Open 7 days a Week
Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM-10 PM+ Friday 11 AM-11.PM
Sat, 12-11 PMsSunday 12-10PM
469 S, Woodward » Birmingham
o5 6442013 - [0
o d
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REYS 1
Classic Oldies|
By L&
STINGRAY ’63],
Monday - Saturday § |
thru Aug. 2 ‘
9p.m. - 1:40 am.-
No Cover Charge

* Qals’ Night Out Mon. thru
Thurs, from 7:30 p.m.

* Happy Hours Mon, thru Fri.
5-7:30 pam. .

Dancing .® Do Wop':
Be Bop ® What Not
NORTI!F!"iI.J)(HII;TON: "

. 175
sl 8792100
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