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If you have a news item, fea-
ture story idea or an action pic-
ture with a Farmington arca
conncction, send a note (o our,
downtown office at 33203 Grand
River, Farmington 48024,

HER hiring’s a coup.
Farmington Public Schools
Deputy Superintendent Michael
Flanagan was talking about the

hiring of Pat Fletcher as
supervisor of maintenance and
operatlons,

Fletcher currently holds the
same positlon In the Huron
Valley School District. “She
turned a relatively dingy -
looking district around,”
Flanagan satd,

When Fletcher comes to”
Farmington July 28, she'll
oversee housckeeping for 1
milllon square feet. She'l) also
oversee hazardous material and
EPA reports.

She will replace LaVerne
Nichols, who Is on extended
medical leave.

MORE office space s
planned for the basement of
Farmington Public Schools”
Lewls Schulman Administrative
Center to consolldate ;
adminlstrative operations.

By fall, Deputy
Supcrlnu:ndenl Michael
- Flanagan hopes to sea the lower
level renovated into at least
four offtces, housing the
personnel, syeclul educatlon, *
athletics and purchasing
departments,

Athletles and purchasing are
currently bascd there, Speclal
education will move from
Alameda Early Childhood
Center, Personnel has been
enlarged (o accommodate
Inereased retlrements and
thousands of teacher
applicatlons.

The $55,000 renovatlon will
Include a new Interview room,
an qutside entryway and more
parking on the cast slde of the
bultding. The work witl be dene
at cosi plus 7% pereent
Instead ni 15 pereent becanse It
will be an addendum to the
Eagle Mcdla Center
construction project, Flanagan
said.

MAYOR Joc Alkateeb of
Farmlngton Hills made several
appointments last week.

He named Fern Barber,
“ Kathryn Briggs and Donald
Ross to the arts commisslon.
. Kay Briggs, Fioyd Calrns,
Albert Mochlman and Jobn
Whliyard were named to the
historical
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Twanly-Flve Cents

Kiwanis: no to female members

By Susan Stoinmuolior
statl writer

Kiwanis Internaticnal will eontin-
ue to be all malz, but opposition
among Its ranks to allowing women
members has deereased since last
year,

On June 24, 53 percent of the dele-
gates voting at the group's interna-
tional conventlon in Houston turned
down a proposal to ailow women
members; the same Issuc at last

Jennifer
— ‘very
special’

Famlly, fricnds” and co-workers
remember Jennifer Christine
McEwen as a young woman of soft-
spoken determinatlon, dedlcatlon
and sensitivity — qualities that in
their cyes made her a “very, very
speclal person.”™

The North Farminglon High
School graduate, wha celebrated her
23rd birthday en June 23, died unex-
pectedly July 14 at her West Bloom-
field Township home. Resulis of an
awtopsy by the Oakland County Med-
Ical Examiner will not be known for
4-6 weeks, pending toxlcolngy re-
sulls.

AU the Ume of . N
her death, she was - -
invalved in ar-
rangements  for
her Sept. 30 mar-
rlage to Lee
La¥Fleur of Farm-
Ington Hills.

Services for i
Miss McEwen Jennlfer
were held Thurs-  pecEwen
day morning at
Lynch & Sons Funera! Home (Rlch-
ardson-Bird Chapel), Walled Lake.

An Aprll graduate of Oakland Unl-
verslty, Miss McEwen was a writer
and reporter for the media relations
group of Henry Ford Hospital's pub-
lic relations department. She also
served as chlef writer for “Health
Talks,” a televislon program pro-
duced by Henry Ford Hospital and
WDIV-TV.

M1SS McEWEN quickly establish-
ed herself as a valued member of the
hospltal's public relations staff. “She
was a joy to work with,” sald Karen
Kaser, medla relations manager,
“She showed exceptlonal ability and
promise.”

Piease turn to Page 8

Muslim

By Casoy Hans
stall writer

Lawrence Lichtman and Jean
Fox were named Lo the zoning
board of appeals.

Other appointments included
Randall Winston to the historie
district commission, Fred
Harrison to the beautiticatlon
commisslon and Willlam
Costick to the Economle e
Development Corporation.

¥T°S an

Farmlnglan City Council
voleed opposition to proposed
state legislation allowlng
special assessments to be
considered as local taxes In the
relative tax effort calculation.

This calculation is used In the
formula that determines the
clty's sharo of state-shared
revenues,

Senate, mll 415 would reduce
the pereentage the city recelves.
According to clty estimates,
Farmingten would Inm nboue
$1,600n the present ye:
$1,700 ln 1987-08 nnd !I BOD ln
1988:99.

FOOTNOTES: Onu year
ago this week — Twoelderly -
Farmingtoy resldents died from

, Injuries auffered when they -
were thrown from a hnrse
drawn carriage Thursday

. evening {July 11). {

- 1 “t

World religlous leader Dr. Syedna
Mohammed _Burhanuddin  visited
Farmington, Hills lasi week to see
religlous followers and bless the
gr?lt;nd for a new mosque in the
Hi

Heading the Dawoodl Bohra
Muslim community, the 73-year. old
Is a self-proclaimed “ambassador of
peace.” The sect I8 based In Bombay,
India.

He claims z followlng of more
than two miilion at’ 450 rcligious
centers worldwlde and about 150 In
the Farmington Hills arca.

‘The group's local mosque will be
built on Orchard Lake Road between
Elght and Nine Mile roads, -

“HE IS glfted with patrlotism and
a progressive and reatlstle outlook,”
according to information from the
Musllm  Unlversity Gazette, Dr.
Syedna recelved an honorary doctor-
ate In theology from the Allgarh
Musllm University in Indla and a
doctorate in Islamic sclences from
the Al-Azhar University,

. His photo and story have appeared
in newspapers around the world
where he has met with heads of state
and crowds of thousands,

- “Our people, they are very happy
and well-settled In the Unlted
States," sald Syedna, called His Holi-
ness by followers, through an inter-
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year's convcmlon was oppased by a
3-1 measure. A two-thirds majority
is requlred for approval,

Despite the voting trends, local
Kiwanlans do not feel it necessarily
shows that women will eventually be
vated inio the service organlzation,

of the Kiwanls Club of Farmington,
“Who knows what will happen next
year. It's 2 blg mystery.”

Smith, who attended the cenven-
tion, sald he felt the larger number
of Kiwanlans who voted for wnmcn

at the 1886

which is j of
and businessinen.

“There was a lot of dissension, and
still s, really,” sald Lloyd Smith,
governor of the Michlgan District of
Klwanis International and member

flects, In part, that {or the first tlmc
thls year, Kiwanis International
leaders took an olficlal stand sup-
porting women membership, "“That
carried a lot of weight,” he sald,

RANDY BORST/slalt photographer

Dr, John Richardson examines a Perainn cnl in the opemllng

roam of his F

yh

SOME MEMBERS, however, felt
the board was “knuckling under the
pressure of lawsuits” rather than re-
ally being In favor of women mem-
bers, Smith safd. A legal battle on
the issue is being taken to the U.S.
Supreme Court,

About 300 Michigon delegates
voted by secret ballot in Houston af-
ter a floor discussion limited Lo 45
minutes.

“I don't know how thoy voted,”
Smith sald. “We didn't ask them. It

was klnd of a qulet issue in our
caucus.”

Smith sald that as governor he
preferred not to reveal his own oplin-
{on on the issue.

He had predicted a “hot floor
fight,” but, he sald, “It wasn't as bad
as 1 thought. I thought they would
got really mad, but they didn't.”

He noted there were women plek- -
ctlng the conventlon — women in fa-
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Reflecting on
25 years as

avet in

By Susan Stelnmuoller
statf wrlter

Many pots.in the Farmington
area know Dr. John Richardson —
to say nothing of thelr grateful
owners.

Richardson, 53, has dedicated
himself to the care and healing of
pets far 25 years, and In so doing,
has become the area’s longest serv-

. ing veterinarlan.

“We have been successful,” he
acknowledges. “I've been here
longer than  any other vet in Farm-
ington now.”

During the years, he also h:
been actlve in community and clvic
alfatrs. He was elected in 1969 and
1973 to four-year terms on the
Farmington City Councll, and
served as mayor pro tem in 1973
and mayor in 19875,

“It's been a great life, and a
super place to ralse my family,”
sald Richardson, who is originally
from Kunsas.1.en East Lansing.

“Farmington has becn good to
me, and 1 like to think that I've
been good to Farmington.”

HIS CHILDHOOD home was
Garden Clty, Kan. At the conclu-
sion of World War II, his family
moved to East Lansing, where he
completed hls education.

Richardson's father was on the
faculty of Michlgan State Universi-
1y, Declding that he would like to
follow In tis father's footsteps,
Richardson recelved a docter of
veterlnary mediclne degree from
MSU In 1957 with the of

' mlny Jmkcd dif;
ided I

town

people

1t was the same year he marricd
his wife, Shirley, whom he met
while holding a summer job at a
veterinarlan's office in Holland
while he was a student at MSU.
After graduating, he served in
the US. Alr Force Veterinary
Corps for two years, which includ-
ed practical work with animals.
After returning (o B:m urulng,

fere:
dldn't llke dcadem-
fa” hesnid

. DECIDING TO practice veter!
nary mediclne, he received a mas
ter's degree In surgery and medi
clne from MSU in 1960. He thet
worked for a Detroit veterlnary
hospitat for a year.

In 1961, he cstahllsht‘d the Plaz:
Veterinary Hospital, 22820 Mooney
in Farmington, where he has prac
tlced since.

Richardson said that he and hls
wife decided to move to the Farm-.
Ington area after attending a ser-
vice at a local church, and being
Impressed with the friendliness of
the people,

WHEN HE opened the hospltal,
Richardson sald he operated a it
tle differently Lhan he does now.

“When I first started, I was hun-
gry. I would do anything,” he sald.
So, he scheduled “one or two hair-

becaming a college professer.
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RANDY BORST/5taff photographes

flanked by an intarproter {left) and Farming-
ton Hills Mayor Joe Alkateeb,

s
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