Manday, July 21, 1886

Michlgan's new tort-reform law
will have a positive cffect on the
cost and availdbllty of commer-
clal insurance in the state, a senjor
excculive of Actna Life & Casualty
said,

In a letter lo State Insurance
Commlssloner Herman W. Cole-

dip with reforms

rams in Michigan um are current
Actna customers.

® Achleving cost reductions
that will be passed along o con-
sumers,

Clark sald the new amendments
to Michigan's rules of joint and sev-
cral llabtlity and cellateral wurc-
were

mar, Robert J. Clnrk. pi of
Actna’s dl-

[irs
slcps in Imprcving the nvnllabllity

vision, sald he was “encouraged”
by the Michlgan—Legisiature's
vverhaul of the state’s clvil justice
sysiem.

Based in Hatiford, Conn,, Actna
s the fifth-largest writer of com.
mercial Insuranee in Michigan and
has more than 650 cmployecs in
the state.

WITH PASSAGE of tort reform,
Clark sald, Actna Intends to expand
Its underwriting of commereclal in-
surance in Michigan by:

® Beginning to wrlte liability
Insurance for licensed and well-run
commercial day-care cemters and
for some municipalities.

® Offering liquor liabillty insur-
ance to quality hotels and restau-

for those most affect-
cd by the lawsult crisls,”

He called Michlgan's tort-reform
leglslnuon “n strong start toward
restorlng falrness, efficlency and
predietability to the civil justice
system In your state.”

BUT, HE SAID, “More nceds to
be done, especially in the area of
products llabllity, and we will con.
tinue to work with you and others
in the administration to move that
effort further along.

“We applaud Gov. James J.
Blanchard, you ond others In the
administration and the Legistature
for thelr support of civil justice re-
lorm, which allow market forces (o
operate for the good of Mlichigan's
citizens,” Clark said.
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New iaw stiffens gas rules

Gasollne statlon operators who In-
lcntionally violate state law by glv-

the provisions of the Motor Fuel
Qunlily Act and the Welghts and
Act were not slrlngcnl

short
wlll face stiffer penalties under a
new Jaw slgned by Gov. James J.
Blanchard.

The amendments to the weights
and measures act Incréase penalties
for certaln Intentional violatlons, up-
grade some violatlons to felonles,
and provide for a two-year revoca-
tion of an owner's license In severe
cases,

The leglslation was proposed by
the Michigan Department of Agri-
culture (MDA), and sponsored by
Rep, Curtis Hertel, D-Detroit.

and the Welghts and Measures Act
(Act 283 of 1984) will provide the de-
partment with: greater authority to

enough to discourage
lations,” MDA deputy director Eurt
Cardwell said.

In December, ralds were conduct.
cd at the 15 Detroit stations suspect-

ed of the most severe violations. Al -

stations Involved in the raids are
currently back in operation, and sev-
eral began limited operations only
hours after the scarches had been
completed,

THE AMENDMENTS to the Mo-*

tor Fuet Quality Act (Act 44 of 1984)

ly deal with opor-
ntors, Cardwell said.

Licenses to gperate a retail gaso-
ilne service station are'issued nnder
the Motor Fuel Quallty Act (MFQA).
The new amendments will give the

department the authority to revokea .

llcense for two ycars if an operator
is convicted in court of a willful vio-
lation of either the Motor Fuel Qual-
2}’ :\ct or the Weights and Measures

o L
Previously, the department lacked
authority to revoke a license for vio-

lations of the Welghts and Measures
Act. Amendments to the MFQA also
provide penaltics for inhiblting, ob-
structing or assaulting an MDA In-
apector in the course of his .
er work, The Moter Fuel Quality
amendments will take effect Aug. 1.

IN THE WEIGHTS and Measures |
Acl, the maximum misdemeanor
penalty has been ralsed to imprison.
ment for up to one year, a flne of up |
to $5,000, or both. There is also a
scparate penalty for obstructing and
assaulting Inspectors, a new felony
penalty for intentlonal violations,
and stronger Injunctive powers t
curb abuse,

IT FOLLOWED an 18- th un-
dercover Investigation of Detroite
area gasollne stations which turned
up cases Indicating consumers were
shorted 8-76 percent of their gasos
line purchases, amounting to mil-
lens of dollars in consumer fraud
annually, according to the agricul-
ture department.

During one station ‘Investigatlon,
on July 3, 1985, a state inspector was
attacked and severcly beaten with
pipes, but the assault carrled no spe-
cial penalty and could not be pro-
secuted asa separate offense:

“The July 1985 assault on our fn-
spector and the December ralds of
15 Detroit-arca gas statlons on suspi-
cion of fraud clearly llustrated that
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We are Coldwell Banker Real Estate. We have opened offices in your area, and that
could be a very good opportunity for you to join America’s largest full-service real estate
company. A Company that can offer you the full support of 2 nationwide network of
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