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HEN THE 150-YEAR-o0lc
inn on Grand Rive:
changed owners in 1884

it was sold for $1,200.

Ve

‘The setling polnt was that you could
make It from Farmington to Lanslng
In 12 hours.

In about 1860, when huge herds of
sheep passed on their way toward
the Detroit market, the drovers
could stop at the inn for dinner, lodg-

- The Botsford:

Remlnlscmg through the history of a treasured landmark

ing and breakfast for 75 cents, And
they would be assured that thelr
herds would be well cared for in the
Botsford corrals,

When Henry Ford bought the Bots-
ford Inn the first improvement he

Jean Fox was kept at the podium answering questions about
the history of Botsford Inn by her audience durlng the author's 150 years of Botsford [nn" in
tea party, when she shared atories she found while doing re-

made was to double the slze of the

ballroom. He installed rubber gask-
ets under the maple flooring because
square dancers needed 2 floor with a
good bounce.

There arc no ghosts who ever
logged at the Botsford and there
were no presldenis whe ever slept In

f o Ty
RANDY BORST/a1a! photograsher
scarch for her latest book. Fox authored “More Than a Tavern:

of the inn's

tennial anniversary.

the Batsford, but once the Michigan
Capltol buitding opencd’ In 1847,
there was a steady stream of politi.
clans who stopped at the inn, on thetr
way to or from Lansing.

The inn was built In 1836 by a land
developer ‘'who also owned a stage
coach, and needed 2 few places
along the way for his drivers to stop.
It was a time when It took a day and
a half to get from here to Ann Arbor
along an old Indlan trall,

Its owner, though at one time it was
called The Plank Road House. Al an.

other time It was known as 16 Mile

House, deslgnating It as a 16-mile
tandmark in the wilderness from De-

troit for the U.S. Malt stage coaches .
and the large wagon trains on their '

way north and west.

It has been known as Botsford Inn
since 1860 when Milton Botsford
took cver as innkeeper and was a

known as The Mud Trall, and after
that The Old Plank Road, which was
similar to a board walk, and after
tkat called Grand Rlver.

THE ANECDOTES come from
historian Jean Fox who told some-
times  humorous and sometimes
poignant tales to an audlence that
filled Botsford Inn's ballroom Fri-
day afternoon, the same room where
Henry Ford met his wife. A view
from the second floor showed the
area where Clara Ford designcd the
inn’s first rose gardcn

inn
it was owned b) llenr) Ford.

‘The author’s tea party was hosted

by Innkeeper John Anhut, In celebra-
tlen of the annlversary book, during
Founders Festival, and was but one
of dozens of celebrations planned for
the Inn’s 150th birthday year.

FOX IS A Farmington Hllis resi-
dent who hos dedicated numerous
years to communlty service and his-
torical preservation.

L Asa mnmber of Botsford’s 150th

she said l.hc bwk stemmed {rom the

Fox her tal atwo-
year-period of research for “More
Than a Tavern: 150 .Years of Bots-
ford Inn," which chronlcles the dec-
ades of Michlgan's oldest operating
Irdging facility, The book was pub-
lished by Charlotte Ellison of Grand
Raplds and sells for $20.75.

Other celebrated names In the an-
niversary book are those of Thomas
Edison and Harvey Firestone, but
Fox stuck pretty close to stories of
the inn's proprictors during the au-
thor's tea party.

As the name of the avenue now
called Grand River changed over the
years, so did the name of the Inn,
which generally took on the name of

Ideas the came

the time -~

up with that all had to do with re- |

membrances, reminiscing.
She called the search for facts, be-

{ore the inn became Anhut's proper-

ty In 1950, something akin to “an ar-
cheologlcal dlg.”

In her talk she referred to the inn *

“as a reminder of aur ploncering

past” and “a treasurcd landmark |

most fortunate in its proprictors.”
Fox Is also the author of “Farm-

ington's Centennial Familles™ and |

“A  Farmington Childhood: The
Watercolors of Lilllan Drake Av-
ery.

She is working on a biography of .
former Michlgan governor Fred |

Warner.

Desplte lusl. wcek's record Imnt.

« town snatching up. craft bargalns,
; ‘stepping. into shops for  respite
from the 90-dégree plus tempera-
{-'tures-and ju:(. gcncrnlly en]oyv.'d-
. themselves, - -/

ay In the Park; to the .
, cuvium:da\mmwn,»mm
zznd annual:; Founders - Festival,
. drew-people’ from. thmughont the
sunounding ureus

' The newly cmwncd Melanlc

' Court spent the week visiting varis
. .ous exhibits and_ actlvities. before

: " urday’s parade. -

- keeping. cveryl.hlng operating .and
+ watching those tending' booths for-
: signs. of heat . stroke nnd health
* compllcations, - R

“festival-goers . meandered ~ around

|+ Churella and her Mlss Farmington -

#her rlde down Grand River in Sat.

Festlval “organlzers fwere busy B

o
Susan’ Mnna ol Farmlnglon Hitls helps her a-yenr—old non wllh his uhoen during Kida nay
. In the Park, X

ear-old. atuden
hn har | (ace ‘patntad al.Kids Da;

0 Duncke; ‘Middl

"Karen Tlmiull of Davllburg nprucan up a noosn lhe was nell-
" Ingat a craft booth, -~




