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By Dave Varga
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The two candidates vylng for 15th
District Oakland County Commls-
sfoner apparently don't agree on
much.

Mary Lu Is the chat-

¢ .
caunty can be more cost effective
and run as a buslness.”

“The county commisslon Is no
body to govern on a day-to-day level
to operate county government,” Mof-
fitt safd. He noted that a consolida-
tion would take an act of the state
e and that Is not ltkely,

tenger facing incumbent Commls-
sioner Davld Moffitt Tuesday, Aug,
§, in the Republican primary (or the
county scat to represent part of
Bloo.nficld Townaship, all of Frank-
tin, part of Farmington Hllls and a
small southcastern section of West
Bloomlield,

In an intervlew with the Eccentric
Jast week, they offered divergent
opinions en who should supervise the
drain commissioner's effice, how to
pay for road development and who
should run the district courts,

The county commlssion’s debate
over whether to consolidate the
drain commissioner's office with
publlc works under the county exce-
utive or {o transfer publle” works
from the execative's control to the
drain commlssioner caused a strik-
ing philosophical difference.

Beanethum said she strongly fa-
vors consolidation of departments
and keeping the power over the
drain commisslon in the hands of the
caunty commission.

“I BELIEVE it was the intent of
the legislature to keep the power
with the people through their elected
officlals,” she said,

In contrast, Moffitt said he be-
lieves in the strong county executive
form of governmenl because “the

On the question of road develop-
ment, both candidates agreed that
©Oakland County’s burgconing econo-
my has forced the need for both new
roads and Infrastructure repaits on
old roads and that nced will cost
around $750 mtllion.

Molfitt sald there arc several op-
tions to pay for the work. Collccting
fees from developers for new roads
thelr developments fequire Is one
way (o fund tac roads, but only “as
long as It doesn't stop our hoom,”
Moffitt said.

ANOTHER OPTION will be an
additional use tax on gasollne or a
property tax increase that would re-
quire voter approval. “Some sort of
additional tax Is going to be neces-
sary,” Moffitt said. But voters would
never approve “wlthout an extenslve
education” about road nceds, he said.

In her oplnion, Bennethum said,
praperty taxes should not be used for
aew read constructlon and repars.
“We should not go beyond campaign-
ing for a use tax,” she sald.

Bennethum sald she also belleves
developers should pay for new roads,
gasahol discounts should be discon-
tinued and local funds could be di-
rected toward roads. Also, the state
should devote some funds for this
construction since “good roads bene-

’

offitt are at odds in 15th

David Moffitt
incumbent

fit all," she said.

The district court system has been
1he subject of controversy recently,
Bl 1 i

¥

Mary Lu Bennethum
challenger

missioners are divided about the
county taking over the district
courts — with most of the control-
Hn from the profita-

as Bir Hills
and West Bloomfield have sought to
*eave (he 481h Distrlet and move un-
der- the county jurisdlctlon. Bloom-
field Township wants lo remain with
a locally controlled court, Another
Issue Involving the courts is the
claim that some communities are
double-taxed because they fund a lo-
cal distrlet court and the county dis-
trict court system,

COURTS CANNOT be added to
county conltrol on a piccemeal basls,
as some municipakities have request-
ed, Moffitt sald. That's because com-

Clérenceville joins suit for state

By Mary Klemic
sttt writer

The Clarenceville School Distriet
may join some 30 other districis ina
court battle for state money lost af-
ter the Headlee tax amendment was
passed in 1978.

The district, which Includes parts
of Livonta, Redford and Farmington
Hills, could win “several hundreds of
thousands of dollars,” Superintend-
ent Michael Shibler sald.

“We just need more information
— the length of time that this ¥itiga-
tion could involve and the cost,” he
said, “We're taking a risk. If you
don’t prevall, you still have the (le-
gal) expenses.”

The Clarenceville Board of Educa-
tion tabled the Issue at its July 10

meeting. It Is scheduled to consider
the matter again when it meets July
24, .

CLARENCEVILLE LOST a to:al
$450,000 for special education and
special cducation transportation
since the 1979-80 school year, siid
Edward Sallsz, assistant superin-
tendent of school business atfairs.

“R affected {programs) without
any particular ones (belng) dropped,”
he sald, “There were probably pro-
grams that we could have looked up
if we had the money. We kept the
class ratlo higher than we would like
to see it and went without additional
personnel here and there.”

Livonla Publlc Schools was one of
the first disiricts to file a similar
lawsult in 1979, superintendent

James Carli said. He said the dlstrlct
could recover as much as $t millisn
for ecach year,

The distriet Includes most of Livo-
nia and northern Westland.

“I really don't expect to have a ce-
{Initive answer on that for quite a_
long ttme," Carl satd.

SOME 30 districts in the state
Iiled a lawsult in the Michigan Court
of Appeals last month, The suit
charges that Inadequate relmburse-
ment since the 1979-80 schoa) year is
a viclation af the Michigan Constitu-
tion and state law, .

Farmington Public Schools, South-
field Pubile Schools and other dls-
tricts flled with the Michlgan Clalms
Revlew Board instead. As many as

150 of the school districts In the state

/

Ease into
your day with
comfortable
cotton knit
underwear by
Calvin Klein.
. In white or
new midnight
blue, T-back,
deep-V front
bra. Sizes
32 to 36, S10.
Matching hi-cut
briefs, Sizes
5 to 7, each $8.
3 for21.50.

We welcome Jacobison's Charge Card or The American Express® Card.

Shop unlll 8 p.m. on Thuraday and Friday
_ Until 6 p.m, on Mond'ay, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday

set up should not be changed because
a combined district court system
would be “exhorbitantly expensive,”
she said.

The blame for the county district
court system losing moncy Is casy to
afflx, according to Bennethum, “If 1t
is not efflelently cun, it’s the com-
missloners who are responsible and
the county exceutlve,” she sald.

AS FOR PAYING money back to
the communlties that are taxed for
both court systems, while only using
one, Moffitt sald there should
some compensation,

“I would not oppose what hos been
come to be called cquity for com-
munities,” he sald. “The trouble ls,
Just what is the amount we should
give these communities? How Is it
determined? One step Is to have an
audit of all the district courts.”

Flnancta) equity Is only possible If
the state commits to funding Oak-
land County's district courts In the
same way It funds the distrlct court

3
ble 48th District and the f; ly
sirapped Pontiae court both among
those seeking- Inclusion. And, past
moves to add jurisdlctions under the
county sysiem “have cost us a for-
tune,” Moffitt said, .

He supports keeping local control

. at 48th Distrlct Court, M&fitt said.

But if the county was to take over
any other courts, Moffltt suggested
it should take over all the district
courts at once, Moffitt sald. That
would save money on computer and
other costs by achieving an economy
of scale,

Bennethum dlsagreed. The current

money

could file clalms, an officlal of the
Michlgan Assoclation of School
Boards has said. Last year, 57 inter-
medlate and 525 local K-12 school
districts were in Mlchlgan.

Each district will be heard indivi-
dually by the review board, a legisla-
tive committee formed after the
Headlee blll was passed.

in Detrolt, said

The two candldates do have simi-
larities. Both are attorncys. And
both live in Bloomficld Township.

Bennethum, a former tenured
teacher, Is an instructor on legal top.
lcs ranging from credit and consum-
cr law to estate planning, having
worked with Oakland County Com-
munity College, the Women's Justice
Center and the Institute of Continu-
ing Legal Educatlon,

She has also been involved with
the Women's Survival Center, Ac-
tor's Alllance, the East Mlchigan En-
vironmental Actlon Council, the
PTO,
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Farmington Hitls Chamber of Com. "~
merce, the League of Women Volers |
and chalrs the environmental health *
committee of the Oakland County
Sub-Arca Advisory Councll,

IN THE REPUBLICAN party, she*’
has worked as a precinct delegate -
and delegate to state conventlons, an
editar for the Bloomfleld Republlean™.’
Women's Club, an exccutive commit- *
tee member of the Republican Com.-
miltee of Oakland County and with
the state central committee and the .
rules commlttee of the district eom- "+
mittee. o

Molfltt was elected to Nl <he
county commisslon slot In 1984 after
his mother, Lilllan Moffite, declled ™
not to seck re-clection. On the com--;
misslon, he serves as a member of
the 'Personnel and Health znd
Tuman -Services committees. He ™
was also elected GOP commlssion-* *
ers’ spokesman to the Oakland Coun-
ty Republican Exccutive Commil-ﬂ
tee. K

A partner In a Bingham Farms-*-
law firm, Molffltt has served ay a_ .
publlc hearing officer with the O.ak-< |
land County Road Commisslon, staff .:
lecturer with the University of Mlch.
Igan graduate school, the Michigan- -
Association of Realtors and Detroit <~
Board of Realters.. o2

He has been a precinet delegate,
delegnte and member of the creden-
tials commilttee of the Republican
state convention, served as general -
counsel and parliamentarlan of “he” 3
Republican Committee of Qakland *
County and served as chairman of
the 1984 Blrmingham-Bloomfield
Mlchigan Week Parade.
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