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'Making contacts an exacting business

By Ann chawdhury .
spocial writar

Every day, locnl lnbornwrlm are

13

buttons of opaque blue “plastlc Into
high-quality contact lenses that wiit
shm;pen someone’s view of the
‘wor!

Art Opllcnl in Redford Townshlp

~

and Sederberg Optical in Farming-
ton Hills are busy making rigld, gas-
permeable contact lenses, which are
rapldly replacing the orlglnal hard
contacts.

‘They arc winnlng some converts
among soft lens wearers because of
the crisp vision they provide,

Both labs prmnuy employ nine

Dnn s:hoonholdo. an Art Optlcal lechniclun. checks hls work

before

slage of procunlnn.

A
Optical
trade is
booming

By Ann Chowdhury
apeclat writer

Buslness Is good again in local op-
tieal lnborntorl-. thanks to the de-

rlgl
contact lensu which allow oxygen

to flow through to the eye.
A few years ago, the trend was to
soft, oxygen-permeable lenses,

which local labs are not equipped to
make. The conventional hard lenses
that these labs made lost popularity,
since they blocked the passage of ox-
ygen.

Dr. Ronald Hurskowlu.. vlce prest-
dent of technlcal affairs for Polymer
Technology, Wilmington, Mass,, sald
two local manufacturers are nmnz\g
only 83 in the Unites States licensed
to make the Bdston IV rigld gas-
permeable lens for which his compa-
ny manufactures the plastic.

THEY ARE the Redford branch of
Art Opticat and Soderberg Optical In
Farmington Hills,

“We are very particular about
who we allow to make our lens be-
cause it has to be manufactured to
very cxacting tolerances,” Here
skowltz sald during a recent visit to
Redford Township,

He said that the Boston IV lens,
approved by the FDA in November
1985, 1s made of silicone/acrylate
and offers the advantages of both the
traditional hard, and soft Jenses,

“Itisa dnily-wmnr lens that gives
the crispness and clarity of vision of
a hard lens — you get a very crisp
vision from only rigld materlals —
at the same time glving the safety
and comfort of a soft lens,” he said,

HERSKOWITZ ADDED that the
principal drawback in the Boston IV
lens Is for the doctor. “It requires a
lot of precision, éxacting tolerances
and a lot a( understanding of how to

fit them.

“A soft lens is more like a sock or
a pair of panty hose, There's a wide
latitude of what fits,” he safd. .

“The doctor sald that since the eye
gets Its oxygen straight from the en-
vironment, a contact lens should al-
low It to breathe,

“If it doesn't, you'll have some
long-term health consequences, es-
peclally to the endothellum, an Im-
portant layer of the cornea, When
damaged it does not regenerate it-
self.”

Herskowitz said he used to advise
wearers of conventional hard cons
tact lenses to continue to use them, if
they had no npparent problems, He
hos changed his mind,

“THE RESEARCH Is lrrdulable.
It shows us that it's Important to get

g the lenses on to the next

peop]e. anll say buslness is Increas.

Arl Optical manager Leco
Bernwanger sald cach lens is made
exactly to a doctor’s prescription.

THE FIRST step in making a lens
Is to feed all the information from
the doctor iInto computers, which
give the machlnes spectfic instruc-
tlnns

“There’s no such thing as stock plt:

then take

Ing in this business,”
Since the gn&pcrmuablc mn(crlal
Is consldered a drug by the FDA,

manufacturing condltiona nn: striet-
ly regulated and work follows
stringent guidellnes.

Dr.

8 hnll inch widc, quarter-inch thick
button of the gas-permeable materi-
al, and start to transform it Into a

ens,
The first worker uses a tlny lathe
{o cut In the base curve of the lens
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that will conform to the patlent’s
cornea. Blue cobweb-llke strands of
plastic are shaved away as the lens
takes shape.

Next, another lathe cuts In the
front curve of the lens and inscrts
the preseriptlon. The relationship be-
tween the Inside and outslde curve
glves the lens its atrength.-

There s little conversatlon as
workers, pass lenscs from one work
statlon to another because the ma-

chines, maugb xmnll are too notsy to
talk over.

Alter the lenses have been shaped, &
they are spun on pollshing machines '.' .
ond an inspector scrutihlzes them #4:
under a microscope, She sends them
to the finlshing room for the edges to 7 Zi ‘ .
recelve a flnal polish and even more :’1 j
Inspections. .

“There's no room for error, It's n
precislon job from start to flnish,
Bernwanger satd.
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Ronald Horekowitz holds in his fingers a Boston IV Lons button.
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those people out of the
permeable lenses inte a Boston IV

~. 80 that they get the benefit of the

added oxygen to stop any further
damage, and keep their corneas as
healthy as they can be.”

Herskowltz siressed that the new

rigld lenses are easler to care for
nnd longer Insung than the soft
lenscs.
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