Can Horatio Alger
govern Michigan?
Chrysler: State like business

Fourth in a four-part series on
the  Republican gubernatorial
candidates,

By Tim Richard
stafl writer

F HE can become a miltlonaire
in 16 years dolng automobile
converslons, then Hichard
Chrysler can manage Michi-

gan betler than Democratle Gov.
James J, Blanchard — right?

That’s the Horatlo Alger “Ameri-
cgn Dream™ questlon that Chryster
)mpcs voters will answer with a
“yes” In the Aug. 4 R pri-

many controversles In Chrysler's
private life — ks out-of-court settle-
ment in a sexual harassment suit, his
problems with late payments of the
single business tax, the incident
when he took a state representa-
tive's marked porking slot in Lans-
ing, his two dlvorces, the sult against
him over the drowning of a construc-
tion foreman’s son, his speeding ar-
rests.

But no one asked the speaker pub-
lely about them, even In unsigned
written questions,

AN EAILLY staff member on the
Elaine

mary.

Chrysler, who has never run for
publlc office in his 43 years, is mak.
ing it The Issuc. Except for an out-
fine position on llability Insurance,
h¢ has almost no platform. He ficlds
as many questlons as possible with
excerpts from his antoblography.

,“I'm the only candidate with that
real e experience of bullding a
business in some of the toughest eco-
nomic times the state has ever wit-
nessed,” he lold an Economic Club
hinchcon in Lapeer last week. “Jim
Blanchard has never held a privale
secior job,”

HIS FIRM, Cars & Concepts, Is on
Grand River Road in Livingston
County's Green Oak Township, Pri-
vately held, the firm lssues no earn-
ings statement,

. But indications are it's profitable,
or at least desirable: 1) Some execu.
tives are secking to buy shares of
ownership, and 2) Chrysler has built
a dream house on Woodland Lake In
Brighton Townshlp.

Polls vary, but all show Chrysler
clther leading or sharing the GOP
lead agalnst candidates who have
been in public office a decade or
more. The showing is based on
Chrysler's sell-financed televislon
commerclals, His appearances In
newspapers, however, have been less
fattering.

In luncheon and soclal conversa-
tion, the Lapeer business and profes-
sional people were aware of the

was
Livonla publlclst, anti-abortlon ac-
tivist and vocal ERA opponent, She
quit on May 28, one day before the
Detrolt Free Press’ expose headlined
“The Man and the Image.”

In an Interview, Donnelly inslsted
the timing of her departure was “a
colncidence.” She sajd she knew
about Chrysler's three marrlages,
but that the rest “really quite
surprised me.”

Donnelly said she resigned in or-
der to do other things but added, “I

still wish him well, T've heard hlm .

say he's had to fill out the balance
sheets, had .to let people go in the
rougher times,

“It {the cxpose) has had its toll. It's
stalled his momentum — just like
Lucas and the Denny Nystrom thing.
He mny recover momentum later

“He: gulsy He Just might
surprise people,”

FIRST QUESTION at the Eco.
nomie Club luncheon comes from a
person who had heard William Lu-
cas, the Wayne Counly

position favoring "caps” for jury
awards for non-cconemlc damages
in medlcal malpractlce cases. “This
must have come from a lawyer,”
Chrysler smiles.

The questioner wants to know
what beneflts should be awarded a
lz-ycar-old quadrlplegle who has
suffered “no cconomlc loss” Is
3250 000 cnough

Did I say $250,0007" Chrysler
asks rhnlorlcnlly. cyebrows raised.
State Senate Republicans, whose po-
sitlon Chrysler followed, had favored
0 $250,000 cap, but the gubernatorial
hopeful never had used that dellar
figure,

He answers brlefly that the in-
jured 12-year-old would indeed be el-
iglble for actual economic damages
because he would never be able to
work. Then Chrysler changes the
subject lo welfare:

“We spend more on welfare than
on eduation,” he sald, referring to
the state general fund budget. "We
need to judge welfare by how many
we take off welfare, not how many
we put on.”

ANY IDEAS on how to lmprove
funding of public schools? he s
asked.

Chrysler zeroes In on lottery mon-
cy. “They" sald the moncy would go
for cducation, he replics — an argu-
meat not actually used by the chlef

roponents of the constitutlonal
amendment that allows a state lot.
tery.

"Money from the lottery needs to
go to increased funding for educa-
tion,” he goes on,

* He says that when lottery pro-
ceeds were added to the school ald

say his key Issue Is crime, What does
Chrysler think?

“The four Issucs are jobs, taxes,
educatlon, crime,” Chrysler an-
swers, “Put people to work and you
have less crime. Something like 67
percent of the meanest crimes are
committed by repeat offenders and
career eriminals,” He favors prison
sentences mandated by law.

‘The next question zings him on his

fund, the L slmply voted
less of the general fund for educa-
tion; hence, the amount for educa-
tion wasn't improved,

WHAT SPECIFIC llability insur-
ance reforms does he advocate?

Chrysler’s only campaign position
paper is on this tople:

@ “Caps on non-cconomilc Josses,”
as other states have.

® Sanctlons for “frivolous” law-

Volkswagen
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Richard Chrysler, on the stump, answers most questions with excerpts from his auto- “

biography of business success,

sults. If a damage sult is later prov-
en to be frivolous, the plaintiff would
have lo pay attorney fees for the de-
fendant.

® An end to the “deep pockets
syndrome” — where plaintlffs sue a
government or corporatlen only 10
percent responsible for their dam-
ages but expect to collect 100 per-
cent of the judgment from that de-

. fendant.

l Maklng doctors “police their

- Arbltration of some medical
malpractice clalms,

The compromlise blll passed in
June by ihe state Legislature he
calls “a laughing stock. It caps jury
awards at $225,000 except for dcnlh

and

CHRYSLER 1S faclng a governor
with three college degrees, a Wayne
County exccutlve with two, a state
representative with one, and an OQak-
land County cxccutive with four
years of college but no degree.

He is a Brighton High School grad-
uate. Most heroes of Horatio Alger's
turn-of-the-century novels had no
college.

“My parents hod no money for col-
lege,” Chrysler said. “I went to work
for Chevrolet, erawling [n and out of
480 cars a day installing left-hand
defroster cups.

“I got out — but I'll never forget
those who are stlll there.”

His lack of governmental experi-
ence Is no nsists. “In

— in other wnrds the exceptlons are
so broad as to make the cap mcan-
ingless.

¢
government it’s no different — it's
dcpnndent on the people you bring
together.”

3 hopefuls
to face TV

Republican gubernatorial candl-;
dates Richard Chrysler, Colleen En.-
gler and Danle) Murphy will discuss.
campaign issues In a live televislon
program produced by WDIV-TV In-
conjunction with the League of.
Women Voters of Michigan,

“The Republican Gubernatortal’
Candidates Speak” will air at 7 p.m;
Sunday, July 27, on Ch. 4 for one;
hour.

Live from the studios, the candi-
dates will discuss key issues facing”
Michlgan and answer questions from
anchorman Mort Crim and a studio
audience. Candidate Wiillam Lucas
will not attend.

- EXTRA ALLOCATIONS MEAN
EXTRA BIG SELECTION!

« TREMENDOUS DISCOUNTS
ON EVERYTHING!

« NOTHING HELD BACK!

*9290*

323 #9596
Alr, automatic, casseite, 2 door

*11,841*
626 #9591

4 door, alr, automatic, cassette
$9790*

4 door, air, automalic, cassaito

$6470* *9190*

B2000 Pickup #9030 82000 LX #9028
Shortbed Alr, power steering
$73

70% $19,926* $10,968*

RX-7 Turbo #9024
Loadaed, alarm

B2000 SE-5 #9026

Stereo, cloth seat

#9577

B2000 Cab-plus #8020
Rear jump seat

¥16,790*
RX-7 Sport #9564
" Alr, sunroof

$18,490*

RX-7 GXL #9567
Autontatic, alr

$8262*

$9267*

5 speed, alr, storeo

$9995*

GTI #8297
$7580*

5 speed, uloruo prap
10,

Alr, stareo prep

ON THE SPOT FINANCING! |

| HIGH TRADE-IN ALLOWANCES! |

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! |

eplustaxand title .

GOLF 2 door #8303
§ spead, sunroal, stereo prop

JETTA 4 door #4068

Sunroof, altoys, stereo prep

GOLF 2 door #8251

_SCIROCCO #5139
Alr, raar wipar, alfoys

$14,983*

$14,885*

prep
cassotte

$15,774*

VANAGON CAM PER #2319
Rear wipar, storeo prop

YOU'RE IMPORTANT TO US
| AUtobahn*

JETTA GL4 door #4141

VANAGON GL. #2315
Air, cassetie, rear wiper

QUANTUM GL #3329
4 dcor. automatic, air, sunroot,

@Y.

PEUGEOT 3}

$16,090*

#6283

$16,559*
Automalic, alr, cassette

$16,982*
505 STI #6285

Automatlc, sunroof, cassolte

505 GL Turbo #6278

Au(omn\lc. teather, alr, sunroof

$19,320*
505 Turbo Wagon #6280
Leather, nulomu(ll‘:, alr

$18,968*
505 S Turbo #6277
Automatic, air, sunroot
$17,754*

. 505 S Turbo #6269
Domo, londed

motors

338-4531

Mazda/ Volksw_aggn




