Founders Fest draws mixed reacfu@n

By Susan Stelnmuollar
atatf wrlter

ESPITE THE §5-degree
temperatures that kept
some away from the
Farmington Founders Fes-

llvnl. shoppers and those selling
their goods Friday sald the event
was good to them,

At the 22nd annual festival — held
Thursday through Saturdny during
the hottest, sticklest time of the sum.
mer — crafts and other items were
sold from large tents In the Down-
town Farmington Center area, and
many merehants featured sldewalk
sales,

Two enthustastic shoppers were
Inge Tenbrunsel of Farmington Hills
and her friend, Jackle Brown of
Walled Lake, who came to the sun-
drenched event for the first time,

1 drove past t yesterday,” Ten-
brunse! sald. “I said, ‘Hey, Jackic,
we gotta go th ’l'hemuumulh!ng
good golng on.

"“This is great,” she sald, cyelng
some more sidewalk sales. “You can
stay all day here,”

“We're dolng year-round Christ-
mas shopplng, showers, everything,”
sald Brown, displaying her packages,
"You get a lot of good bargains,”

““And, there'’s o Jot of good
Tenbrunsel sald, “You never have !o
g0 hungry.”

As the two rushed off to do some
more heavy-duty bargaln shopping,
Brown called out, “If you want to
shop, you better come soon, or we'll
have bought all the bargains!”

ANOTHER HAPPY shopper was
Ellen King of Farmington Hills, who
was browsing at the Bon Ton Shoppe
sidewalk sale. She had already made
a flnd — a notebook personalized
with her husband Pete’s name.

“I usually come every year,” she
sald. “I usually look at what's on the
sidewalk. I don't go inside, If they
don't have anything on the sidewalk,
then tough luck on the stores!”

“1 usvally bring somebody with
me every year, but they bowed out
today beenuse of the heat.”

“I've always enjoyed it,” she add.
ed. ‘We've lived here for 20 years.”

The first few years, she said, “My
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Heat wave
Crowds held down

By 8cob Sklar
staff wrllor

The weather — 95-degree lem-
and hj ich

bad, but I suspect a lot stayed

around after the morning parade.”
Soronen thanked cntertainment

chulrrnun Erle Johnston for Hning up

made it (ecl 1ike 105 degrees nuu]de
— kept the crowds down,

That's the belle! of JoAnn Soro-
nen, executive direetor of the Farm-
ington/Farmington Hills Chamber
of Commerce, which sponsored the
22nd annual Farmington Founders
Festlval July 17-12 in cooperatlon
with the clties of Farmington and
Farmington Hlills.

Bul there were no reports of heat
stroke, even during the Fox Trot
R\:gs Saturday morning, Soronen
satd.

The family fest was centered In
Downtown Farmington.

“Everything went smoothly In
terms of setup,” Soronen safd Satur-
day. “There was practically no cri-
sis, From that standpolnt, the festi-
val was a tremendous success,”

. But, she added, “I am sorry the
weather i3 80 hot. I don’t think some
of the crafters and food vendors sold
what they had anticipated, I have to
attribute that to the heat. It is very,
very hot out there.”

ALTHOUGH THE crowds were
generally lower than In the past,
people came out in the evening.

P "It was lllE i, ;vehden lheta:,l‘n w;snt

own, people out of the side-
walk and bex::pdolng all the things
you'd expect them to do at a festl-
val,” Soronen sald.

“Rut 1 don't know If that made up
for what the vendors and crafters
missed In business during the day
time. Today, the crowds wren't too

te enter catering to
a variety of musical tastes — from
barbexshop to rock.

'We had some terrifie acts, in-
cluding new ones;” Soronen said, “In
the evening, the chairs filled up. But
that’s typleal. A lot of local people
walk or drive down and watch all
night. During the day, though, people
were entertalning  before empty
chairs, Who could sit out there on
those metal chairs in the hot sun?”

LIGHT RAINFALL would bave
been welcome,

“But Michigan and outdoor falrs
and festivals is always an }{{y thing,
1 can’t predict it. I can’t change it,”
Soronen sald.

Thln year, crafters were under a

"But it was awiful hot under
there,” Soronen sald. "That didn't re-
ally solve the problem, It got them
out of the sun but It cut cut any
breeze. Short of moving the festlval
to the Sliverdome, I don't know how
to compensate for the weather.”

An Oakway Symphony concert and
a spectacular flreworks display at
Qakland Community College's Or-
chard Rldge Campus capped the fes-
tival. But crowds again scemed
smaller than in the past.

“I attribute that to the heat and
people fecling lethargle about golng
out anywhere,” Soronen sald.

With that, preliminary planning
has begun for Founders Fest '87,
which will be part of Mlchigan’s
sesquicentennial celebration.

© The puise of your community @ The pulse of your

kids were always in the band, or
marched [n the parade or wmethlu

Uke that. Now I just come for lhe
sales” .

Paul Becker of Toronto, In the
area on buslness, was wandering
around with a friend before return.
Ing to Toronto.

He said he badn't bought anythlng
yet. “I haven't looked really,” he
sald. “It beats sliting in o moatel
room all afternoon in the heat,”

NOT EVERYONE camo just to
uy.
. Shopper Mary Loelffler of Novi,

who came earlier In the day, sald she-

would buy something If it caught her
fancy, but she also came to get ideas
from craft exhibitors for her own
craft and sewing business,

“I've sewed since I've been 10
years old - I admire everyone's
work,” she said. ’

And Judy and Jim White of Farm.
Ington Hills, who also came early,
they sald, to beat the heat, were
mcm “Just to look.”

Exhibitors included Cnrnlyn Per-
fett! and partner Joy Kiddle,

“This is the only show we do’in
Michigan,” Perfett! sald, “It's not
Just the show, It's the whole thing —
the exhibitors and the people. We
have met some real nice people
here”

Thelr Mount Clemens business,

which sells handmade porcelain
dolls modeled after antique dolls,
and restores nuthue dolls, Is caited
Carol-N-Joy Dol

Business had been good despite the -

heat, she said early Friday, “Last

year, we broke a record (in sales) —

Isut who knows, t's only our second
ay.”

She sald the show was good for
thelr business not only In sales, but
in garnering new customers who will
look them up later.

DONALD CARPENTER, selling
wares from Herb Hang Up, the busi-
ness he and wife Phyllis run in Brit-

ton, sald of business, “Yesterday was

falr. Today was down because t's
too hot. People can only tolerate so
much heat. If it's more comfortable
to stay home under & tree, thats
where lhey are going to stay.”

The business sells items such as
dried flower bouquets and wreaths,
potpourri and herbs. "Anything that
will dry, and is presentable, we use,”
he sald. "It works out real well.”

At the sidewalk sales, Julie Gru-
Ich mlupemn at the clothing store

po, looked over a sidewalk table
ﬂlled with ltems such as striped turt-
lenech nmm shirts and bathing

“m(her busy,” is how she de-
scribed’ bualness, “The spring and
summer stuff, we put out,” to make
way for fall and winter fashions, “It
gets rid of some of our stock. We
make some money,” she sald.

Had the heat cut down on busl-
ness? “A little bit,” she sald.

The North Farmington Bo Bas-
kethall Booster Club were among the
concession stands dolng hot business.

“They've been buying pop the
most,” sald John La Bute, who was
zelling pop and Popsicles with Steve
Hill. The 30-cent Popsicle, Great
American Chilly Pap. was popular
00, hesal

HE PARMINGTON Rotary was
selllng pop and plm Jim Ellls,
pmldem-elect, business was

down over last ycar because of the

heat, but that they had sold more pop
than usual,

“But it's always a profitable oper-
ation,” he sald. “It's just a matter of
‘how much. It all goes to charity.,”

The event is a major fund-raiser
for groups such as the Rotary,

Andrew Baker, owner of Pictures

and More, aald he sells some of his.

slow moving ltems at or below cost
at the festival,
‘This year, he sold frames for §1,

" and the most expensive ftem were

posters at $10,

“It introduces a lot of people to”

Farmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce board of dl-
rectors.

“For us, it's like three days out of
the year that we can have a Jot of
fun at this store,” he sald, “We can
enjoy the people and not fecl you
have to go back and do the books.”

FOR BAKER and hls wife, Julie,
the Farmington Founders Festlval
also bas sentimental signlficance.
The couple was cngaged at the
Farmington Elks Lodge Ox Roast
tent at the festival two years ago.

“This s almost like an anniver-
sary for us,” he sald,

However, ho sald, because of the
long hours spent preparinx for and
then participating in the event, there
is one disadvantage.

“The only drawback is by u:e time

we close, my wife and I don't have ' 3

time to enjoy the festival.”

However, he added, “We usually
hit the beer tent all lhrce nights. It's
a good chance to unwind after work-
ing 13 to 14 hours.”

Baker held the grand opening of
hls store three years ago during
Founders Festival. “I hope it ( the
festival) contlnues,” ke aald.
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on alt Watches, Accessories and Costume Jewelry

the store too — and the communlty,” peplile Massa of Farml shares an with 2-year-old son, Danny, in the

said Baker, who is a member of the Downtown Farmington Canter.
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Watches, . ... .. .. Seiko, Lassale, Movado, Citizen, Pulsar [ ] 1]
Crystal. . . ... Kosta Boda, littala, Royal Krona, Reijmyre, i i Anderson Sewing & Vacuum Centers have lust pur- B
Svend Jensen B chased alimited number of school model Pfaft sewing
Accessories . ... .. ... ... A.T. Cross, Dunhill, Lucite, Jom N | machines wtuch wsdmt; g’ﬂering Cor:[ale to the gnéhswllg} 1
i Ciivvr.... R , , chi , gold “These 1886 heavy du gzag machines are m
Fine Jewelry . : Rings pendantcsh;n:rr;:tgﬁes = steel and sew lon all types o:' (e;brlli:li‘ Denim, canvas, .
i i n upholstery, nylon stretch, vinyl, silk, even sew on
Diamonds . .......... Bracelets, earrings, pins, necklaces ] Iel:amer. Th’eae machines u;'o nen; wllh'a Yoyoar parts — :
B warranty and five {ull years on service. Regular retall & X - .
: B .price I %348.00. Now only *189 full price. Payment g U nder r|cedl th :
4 I.{_, _plans ‘are avallable. However, there will be a 6% [
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SAN. AUCUSE 28D |3 = . |
i . S Place: s xdorion 5««4«9 Yaewum Coenters '
‘aw AW oY O R E AN Farmington Rlils Rochester .
20578 Orchard Lake Rd. 209 S, Main St.
8 North Highwiy, Southtiold, MI 48034 852+ : : ;-
- P+ 28536 Northwastern Highway, Southtiold, N
SUNSET:;RAIA F 10sm-6: :gpm Th 10sm-7:00pm, Sat 10am-Epm. Da'ag- July 24' 25' szgmgmagzo ‘

Time: Thurs. 9-6, Frl. 9-8, Sat. 9-4

; 6 Blocks N. of 10 Mile, % block E. off Main
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OPEN MON.-SAT. 105 « FRIDAY 'TIL 8 PM.

All salas can bo exchangad m m
357~4000 or retunded,




