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Budd to open Automation Research Center

The North American aute industry
can't rely on high technology alone
ts become more competitive, a man-
ufacturing expert for onc of the
world's largest automotive suppliers
sald.

“It’s golng to take smart people

i

has established a new Automation
Research Center, which he will head,
in suburban Sterling Helghts.

He also outllned plans for acceler-
ating the retrainlng of workers.

BENMN;TON sald the new Au-
Center contalns

teamed with smart f we
are to truly benefit from technolo-
k¥'s potential,” according to Russell
J. Bernington, an executive of The
Budd Co. "And you can't have one
without the ather,"

Bennington, research and develop-
ment manager for Budd’s Stamping
and Frame Division, announced at a
news conference that the division

Jobless
below 9

The July unemployment rate of
8.9 percent was the lowest for the
month since the pre-recession year
1979 when the rate was 7.2 percent.

Richard Simmons Jt., director of
the Michigan Employment Security
Commiission, credits strong seasonal
hiring combined with modest labor
{urce growth for the 0.5 percent drop
trom the June level of 9.4 percent.

In July, the number of unem-
ployed Michigan workers declined
by 21,000 10 385,000.

IN JUNE, the jobless total had
heen 406,000 or 9.4 percent of the

32,000 square feet, It empleys an inl-

fze them with this technology so they
can work with i1 confldently and
comfortably."”

He said the first groups for train.
ing would be brought in in Septem-
ber, They wilt be representative of
all of the division's plants and in-
clude unlen and management per-
sonnel.
also noted that the

tial cadre of 20 pro-
cess speciallsts and training person-

In addition 1o the design and eval-
uation of the latest manufacturing
techinology, It will be used as a class-
room-tralning laboratory for work-
ers and managers “to help familtar-

rate
percent

state’s labor force. A year age, in

July 1985, Michigan's jobless rate §
was 10.5 pereent with 449,000 out of

work.

Slmmons said seasonal employ-
ment grew in the state's service, re-
tail trade and construction indus-
trles. This growth more than offset
scaticred mode) changeover layoffs
in the auto industry and scasonal
layoffs at schools, colleges and unl-
versities,

In addition, Simmons said, there
was high employment in state and
federally-funded summer youth em-
ployment programs.
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Stamping and Frame Division last
month recelved a $1.5 million cus.
tomized jobs-training grant from he
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania tc
help retrain Its Philadelphia plant

n new
lcch nalng[cs and processes.,

ing,

A similar commitment Is belng
sought for Detroit-area employces,
he said. The company is already in
dls?usslon wlth Michigan state offl-
clals.

PRIMARY MISSION of the new
center according to Hennlngton, a
certifled manufacturlng engincer, Is
to increase the manufacturing quali-
ty and cost performance know-how
that “Is the secret to our continuing
success as an automotive suppller.”

Stamplng and Frame, headquar-
tered in Rochester, Is the largest di.
vislon in the 74-year-old company.
The division employs more than

6,000 at its plants in Detroit, Phila-
delphia and Kitchener, Ontarlo.

Its products, which include metal
stampings, asscmblles and frame
components, can be found on most
cars and trucks manufactured in
North America by American Motors,
Chrysler, Ford and General Motors,

Budd Co,, headquartered n Troy.
serves a varlety of industries witk
cmphasis on automotive and truck-
ing. With annual sales of more than
$1 billien, Budd Is the largest subsl.
diary of Thyssen AG, Dulsburg, West
Germany, an $11.3 billlon conglotn-
erate.

UNDERSCORING the need for
worker training to keep pace wlith
technology, Bennington, whe has
been working with robotic equlp-
ment since 1962, clted the company's
cxperiments with robots 15 years

ago.

“That first robot cnded up in a
plant yard after a few weeks cov-
ered with a tarpaulln. We learned
from that experlence that the full
berefits of automation cannot te re.
allzed unless the technology is inte-
grated into the manufacturing sys-
tem and fully understood and ac-
cepied by the people who use it
Bennlngton sald.
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SOFT BATCH

Cookies!

*CHOCOLATE CHIP

*PEANUT BUTTER

CHOCOLATE CHIP
*PEANUT BUTTER
*OATMEAL RAISIN
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* WALNUT CHOC. CHIP

YOUR CHOICE

KEEELER
CHIPS DELUXE or
PECAN SANDIES

s{89

CHDICE

CLAIROL

YOUR
CHOICE

+20 oz. CONDITION SHAMPOO

*20 oz, CONDITION

*7 oz. CONDITION HAIR SPR.

*6 oz. CONDITION STYI.IHG MOUSSE
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CONDITION

CLAIROL
BALSAM
COLOR

CLAIROL
LOVING

CARE
COLOR

LOTION

$267

CLAIROL

CLAIROL
PAZAZZ
STYLING GEL

ASPIRIN FREE -

FOR CHILDREN"

LiQuID
._.COLD
RELIEVER




