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Y STOMACH was thick
wlth apprehension. I was
fearlng the worst.

From the minute I told
my brothicr-inlaw, “White water
rafting? Pennsylvanla? Sure, I'll go.
It might make for a funny story,” I
regreited it.

T'm a clty boy. I've got no business
in the mountains of Pennsylvania. I
don’t belong there. I don't know how
to function there. [ can't get a Tigers
score there, I can’t even get a quar-
ter-pounder with cheese there.

T'd been camping once before and
hated i. I don’t know how to pitch a
tent, build a campflre, co-exist with
an assortment of pesty Insects or
any of thosc other pleasantrics asso-
clated with campling. I wear contact
lenses, for chrissakes. Where do I dl-
sinfect my contact lenses tn the mid-
die of nowhere?

On top of that, I'm golng to spend
two afternoons in a rubber raft on a
raging, rock-{llled rlver,

Yeah, I'm into itfe-threatening
sports.

BUT THERE I was, In a car with
my brother-In-law Rick, his wife An-
drea, (who was perhaps the smartest
one of the group; she stayed far
away from the raging, rock-fliled
river) and my wife Susan. In another
car were the leaders of the expedi-
tlon: Dave Roszel and his wife Linda.
These are the experlenced white-wa-
ter people in whose hands I placed
my future, Rounding out our ralher
motley crew were Dave Starrin, Su"
Vaerten, Jan Hesseltbacher and Mr.
fHockey hlmself, A.J. Baker.

1t was only mildly comforting
having A.J. along. He was as out of
place as I was, but he's a crazy man.”
Crazy prople know no fear. I was
going to be In a rubber raft, on & rag-
ing rock-filled river alongside AJ.
“Crash” Baker.

kes.

AS WE were driving up through
the mountains — when I say up I
mean up, we're talking ear-popping,
nose-bleeding  ascent here —
couldn't get the movle Deliverance
out of my mind. You remember that
movic, right? Not exactly a publlc
relatlons retease for a white-water
rafting outfitter,

The images from Dellverance
greatly Increased my apprehenslon.
1 had visions of ugly, toothless moun-
taln men cyelng me with bad Intent.
“How y'all doln? Sure are a long
ways from home. Hee hee.”

1t got 10 the point where I wanted
1o hum a straia frem Dueling Ban-
joes out the window to see If anyone
would answer.

But the beauty of the place qulet-
ed my fears. For the moment. I've
never seen real mountains, (Mount
Pleasant and Mount Clemens aren't
real mountalns, are they?) I suppose
if 1 was Thorean I could come up
with the rlght words to make you see
and feel the power of those Pennsyl
vania mountalns, But then, if I was
Thoreau I'd be dead. Six of one, half
dozen of the other.

Let me just say that they were
breathiaking, awesome In the true
sease of that overused word. We
pulled off the road at a clearing
marked “scenic view.” It was about

a mile from our camp sight in the
Ohiopyle State Park. Mountalns, lush
green mountalns, were below and
above us, They formed something of
a V-shape, At the very bottom on the
\'S l:arely visible, was the
Y

y River (pr
Yak-a-galney). A few short hours
from then I wauld be risking my life
on that stupld river.

WHITE-WATER RAFTING, I
found out later, can be both simple
and scary depending on such river
varlables as water tevel, number
and size of rocks, steepness of falls,
mancuverabliity and rapid Intensity.

Rivers are rated In classes from
one to flve, class five being the most

ritous, There is a class six. Class

slx is llke dead man’s curve; you.

don’t walk back from it.

1 knew none of this as I was
sirapping on my llfe jacket. A
ranger with Youghlogheny Out-
fltters, Inc. — the people who police
the river, give tours and supply the
equipment — gave us some pre-raft-
Ing Instructions.

“Try to stay in Lhe raft, If you fall
out the rocks can do serious damage,
If you fall inside the bont, get up
quick because the rocks will still get
you. I you should happen to fall into
the rlver, lay on your back and keep
your feet out in front of you and let
the river carry you to safety. The
lite jacket should keep you mostly
above water.

“You'll miss most of the rocks.
Now, if you get turned around and go
under, and you happen to hit a stcep
{all, you're done. There’s nothing
anyene can do for you at that polnt.”

Excuse me? You're done? You
mean done like history, in the ar-
chives done? How many people do
you lose on this river?

“We lose about three or four a

year,”
I'm golng home, forget this,

HE WAS kidding, of course. The
Yough has never had a fatallty. But
the ranger wants people to know
that If you fool around you can get
hurt.

The first day, they have youraft a
short course called the loop. It takes
about an hour, It's just to give us
novices a taste of the Yough.

1 was in a boat with A.J. and Dave
Starrin. Dave Roszel went in his
kayak and acted as our guide.

Piece of cake. We had very little
trouble. We were like pros, Just zip-
plng through those rocks. The hard-
est part was carrying our raft back
to the outfitter. We had to earry it up
this steep and slick rocky mountain-
side, no steps, then through about a
hall-mlle of woods. We also made
the mistake of deflating the raft
which made It twice as bulky and
twice as hard to carry.

Our first-time success served only
as a false sense of security,

One thing Is certaln: Livonia
Adray went out swinglng.

The Livonta Colleglate Baseball
League team was knocked out of
the All-Amerlcan Amateur Base-
ball Associatlon World Serles
Wednesday, losing a 12-9 sluglest
with the Columbus, Ohlo, Al
Amerlcans at Vo-Tech Field In
Johnstown. Pa.

Adray had opened the tourna-
ment with a surprising 2-1 win
against Detroit Adray Appliance
before losing to Phlladelphia Arzee
7-2 on Tucsday.

Adray Appllance was still alive
in the serles, having beaten Pitts-
burgh 8-7, Buffale 11-2, and Colum-
bus 4-2. The team advanced to the
quarterfinals on Friday.

*“We had a good season,” sald
Livonla Adray assistant coach Ron
IHelller. “Thls is a great bunch of
gilys to conch; just & bunch of
overachievers, But pliching 1s the
name of the game out here, aed we
just didn't have enough.”

Livonia team’s joy
short-lived in series

JEFF DcPORTER staked Livo-
nia Adray to an carly lead against
Columbus with a three-run homer
fn the first inning. The lead was
short-lived.

Redford Unlon product Pat Mil-
ler got the mound asslgnment for
Adray Wednesday but didn’t finish
the first Inning. Columbus rattled
him for five runs.

Columbus touched rellever Rick
Spence for four more runs over the
next 4% innings. Adray kept bat-
tling. Martln Eddy hit two solo
homers. Don Vesling hit a two-run
shot and Dennis Bushart rapped

out a pair of singles.
But Columbus's 15-hit attack
proved [nsurmountable. Livonia

Stevenson product Rob Ognlan was
the only hurler to blank Columbus.
He worked two scoreless innings,

Eddy, who will play at Dallas
Baptlst College next year, had
three hits In 11 at-bats In the serics.

Livonla Adray, managed by Stu
Rose, flnishes with a  28-12:1
record.

tv boy whips
rapids, sort of

WE DECIDED to run the loop a
second tlme. Disaster, Jan was
ahoard with me and AJ. The raplds
spun us around and tessed the raft.
Suddenly, Jan was in the water,
clinglng onto the sidc of the raft.

1 panlcked. I envisioned her golng
underneath the boat and never resur-
facing. 1 just stared at her. AJ.
calmly suggested that I might want
to help her get back into the boat.

Good {dea, why didn't I think of [t?
Jan thought the whole thing was ex-
tremely funny. “You should have
seen (ke expression on your face,”
she sald once I dragged her back in.
Real funny, the woman could have
drowned.

Told you I wasn't right for this
type of thing.

THE SECOND day was the hig
test. Four hours on the Youghioghe-
ny. Surprisingly, 1 was eager to
start.

We began with' AJ., Dave Starrin
and myself in one boat, Dave Roszel,
Linda Roszel, Su’ and Jan in the
other.

White the four-person crew was
crulsing cffortlessly, we were find-
Ing every rock In the river, We got
stuck in the first three raplds and In
other parts that weren't even listed
as raplds, AJ. was yelling at me, 1
was yelllng back and poor Dave
Starrin was looking for help, This
was going to be a long, long day.

Lucklly, Dave Roszel came aboard
to rescue us, Had he not, we would
sthl be out there,

The river's trouble spots have
names. I remember three of them.

# Dimple Rock. The river teases
you here, It lulls you to sleep with
calm waters, but the calm waters
quickly draw you into n speedy pock-
et. The pocket grabs your raft and
puts you swiftly on course for a huge
rock. You really have no control of
your raft as the water rushes you
toward this rock stleking about eight
feet above the water, My reaction
was to drop my oar, cling to the raft
and howl llke a banshee.

The water pushed us up to the rock
and around it so fast that §t felt llke
we went right through it. From that
point, we were traveling backwards
into all kinds of trouble. Then, just as
quickly as trouble started, It
stopped. And we were In calm water
again.

We then watched the three-woman
crew scoot past Dimple Rock with-
out a problem.

® WHALE'S ROCK: This was the
ultimate in potentlal death. Dave
Roszel kept shouting to steer into the
eye of the whale. There was a rock
carved to Yook like a whale, Weli, to
me, In my agltated state of mind,
there were about four rocks that
looked like whales. Dave Starrin and
I stecred toward ene whale-llke
rock, Dave Roszel and A.J. toward
anather,

We were in big trouble. The raft
went sldeways Into the rapids, a car-
dlnal sln In white water rafting, they
tell me. We came up hard on a high
rock. A kayaker was resting atop the
rock, and we almost knocked hlm
off. The raft was thrown perpendicu-
lar to the water. A.J, and Dave Star-
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! - There is no facility in Michigan
r white water rafting or kayak-
ing, but that hasn't stopped Michl-
anlans from pursuing the thrilllng

} sport.

Folks from Michigan have
sought to conquer swift rivers in
Pennsylvania, West Virglnla, Cana-
da, Wisconsin, Colorado and Idaho,

“just to name the more popular

arcas.

: Shaun and Sheila Devlin of Bir-
{mingham, offlcers with the Farm-
\ngton Hiils Canoe and Rayak Club,
have helped put together a list of
some of the more accessible white
water outfitters and sites.

o The Youghlogheny Outlitters
| Inc. services both the Youghloghe-
‘ny River in Ohlopyle, Pa. and the
i.Cheat River In Albright, W. Va.
: Rates range from $22-$48 per per-
son per day, For more information,
wrile to P.O, Box 21, Ohlopyle, Pa.
15470 or call 412-329-4549,

. ® Appalachlan Wildwaters Inc.
iServices five rivers: the Upper

Y in Pennsy .
%cueat River, New River, Gauley

tin were at the bottem, Dave Roszel
and I at the top. I Immedlately aban-
doned ship for the sccurity of the
rock. Roszel, laughing his head off,
suggested that I return to the raft
unless I wanted to remain on the
rock the rest of my llfe.

Somehow atl four us got to the top
of the raft and managed to slide it
away from the rock. The ralt was
completely filled with water and we
had to trudge off to the slde of the

. tiver and dump it.

Meanwhile, the three-woman crew
calmly passed us by.

& DOUBLE HYDRAULIC. AJ.
and I almost were ejected from the
raft by this blt of turbulence. We

Defense is key 10

By C.J. Risak
stali writor

for Ken Kish, a Farminglon Harrison
grad, and Dave Yaw combined to ac-

History and football in the Michl~
gan Intercollegiate Athletic Associa-
tion (MIAA) go hand-In-hand, so it
should come as no surprise that the
most obvious of lessons to be learned
{rom last year's scason s an old one.

Basically, numbers are nice, but
the only one that really matters
comes under the win column.

In other words, stats don’t mean a
thing.

That was most appareat last year
as two of the most proficlent quart-
erbacks in league history piled up
impresslve numbers, A pair of Ro-
chester graduates — Alma's Dean
Ulrlch, who set an MIAA total yard-
age mark the previous season, and
Adrlan’s Bruce Crosthwaite, who
busted Ulrich's record last year —
were simply outstanding.

But nelther was able to gulde thelr
teams to the champlonship of the
MIAA, the oldest conference in the
country {founded in 1888). That dis-
tinctlon went to a pair of quarter-
backs who shared the position at Als

fon.
THE OFFENSIVE numbers sen-

for Adrian were not im.
pressive. Kish completed 32 of 71 for
434 yards and four touchdowns, with
flve intercepted; Yaw was 53 of 114
for 583 yards and four TDs, with one
Intercepted.

Yet Albion went 7-2-1 overall and

won the MIAA with a 4-0-1 mark.
Adrian was second (4-1), followed by
Hope (3-1-1), Alma (2-3), Kalamazoo
(1-4) and Olivet {0-5).
, Alblon's success a year ago was o
surprise, The Britons selection as
MIAA presenson foottall favorite at
Thursday’s medla meeting at Alma
was not.

“All of us know from the past you
don't want to be picked first,” sald
Pete Schmldt, who is entering his
fourth year as‘Alblon's coach,

“I want to thank all of my feltow
coaches for this honor,” he added
sarcastically. “When you don't finish
flrst and you're plcked first, every-
one knows it's poar coachlng.”

Despite Schmldt's protests, Alblon
deserves Its ranking. The Brits re«
turn 23 seniors, including all 11 de-
fensive starters, And 1t was defense
that won the tltle for Alblon last

@Where to white water raft

River and Tygart River, all in West.
Virglnia, Rates vary. For informa-
tion, write to P.O. Box. 126, Al-
bright W. Va., 26519 or call 1-800-
624-8060.

o WILDERNESS TOURS ser-
vices while water rivers in Canada,
the Ottawa and Hudson. Write to
P.0. Box 89, Beachburg, Ontario,
Canada KOJICO or call 613-848-
2201,

® The Menominee Restoration
Commitice " sorvices' the ' famous
Wolf Rlver In Wisconsin, Write to
P.O. Box 387, Keshena, Wis, 54135.

@ The Western River Guides As-
soclation (994 Denver Street, Salt
Lake City, Utah 84111) and the Ida-
ho Qutfitters and Gulde Assoclation
(P.O. Box 95, Boise, Idaho 83701)
both service the Salmon Rlver in
Idaho,

® The Colorado rivers are serv-
iced by three outfitters: Griffith
Adventure and Travel, Ine. (6335
West 48th Avenue, Denver, Co.
80212, 1-800-332-2438), New Wave

were taken completely by surprise.
One minute we're foking around in
calm water, the next minute AJ,
and I are sitting In the two Daves’
laps. It was hilarious though, be-
cause we were tossed at exactly the
same time. I couldn’t get up at first
because I was laughlng so hard.

The woren, to our increasing cha-
grin and amazement, slid through
with minlmal effort. I never did fig-
ure out their secret.

When it was al! sald and done, and
we were back at the camp site rest-
ing our weary muscles and enjoying
another in a serles of super meals,
had a feeling of tremendous accom-
plishment. I mean, I survived the
Youghiogheny rapids. Me, city boy,

—

Albion tit

year, surrendering just 126 points in
10 games and 41 in five MIAA con-
tests, )

LEADING THAT stalwart group
is Ed Ewald, a 6-foot, 205-pound All-
MIAA pick at lincbacker, A senlor,
Ewald topped the team in tackles
with 115 and tled with four others

“fitters in Bloomfleld Hills and Wil

Raftlng Company {107 Washington
Avenue, Santa Fe, N.M. 87501, - .
800-552-0070 ext, 285) and Echo ;.
Canyon River Expeditions (620
Valley Road, Colorado Springs, Co.
80904). .

!

N f
SOME SITES require special !
permits, and the degreo of dlfflcul- '
ty varies within each river, Same | -
1
1

require a trained gulde to be pres-
ent in the raft; some make guldes
optlonal. T .

There are several locatlons in
the Observer & Eccentric service
area that speclalize in supplies,
equipment and training for white- «;
water excursions: The Benchmark {.
in Farmington Hills, Great Lakes
Kayak Touring-Great River Out- .

derness Adventures in Northville,

For more information about
rafting, kayaking or canoclog
toucs, call the Farmington Hills
Canoe and Kayak Club at 474-6115
or the Devlins at 851-1663,

— Chris M

made it.

As I was dreaming about guest ap-
pearances on Michlgan Outdoors or
first-person arllcles in Fleld ond
Stream, I hear Dave Roszel's volce:

“The thing about today, the river
was really Jow. I've been on It when
the level was between three and five
feet high. It was about a foot and a
half today. If it had been higher, we
would never have survived Whales
Rock.”

So much for my sense of accom-
plishment. But 1 did quench any
thirst T might have had for adven-
ture. And If the truth has to be told,
this city boy had one good time.

But I never dld sec the funny look-
ing mountain kid with a banjo.

le bid

On offense, Kish and Yaw are
agaln battling for the starting quart-
erback spot. "They’ve alternated the
last two years — I think one started
four games and the other started
five games last year — and they'll
battle it out again this year,” sald

Schmldt. .
Mostly they'll try to get the ball to
MIAA l )

for the t lead in
with two.

There's plenty more to help
Ewald. Like junlor lUnebacker Chare
lic Wasczenski (6-1, 212) from Gar:
den City, who paced Alblon with 15
tackles for Joss and seven quarter-
back sacks, and semior defensive
back Jim Hall {6-2, 180} from West
Bleomfield, who had two Inter-
;dcp[tlem. Both were sceond team All-

Others to be counted on are junior
middle guard Dan Streht (5-10, 215)
{rom Westland John Glenn and soph-
omore oulslde lincbacker Steve
Freler (6-2, 205) from Garden City.

*They are the key players on our
defensive football team,” sald
Schmidt. "That’'s what we try to
bulld our foolball team on — de-
fense, And that's what we're relying
on this year.”

player of the
year Lance Brown, who gained 987
yards rushing and caught 11 passes
for 144 more, scoring 12 TDs.

IF THERE is a team that can
unseat Alblon, the coaches think it
will be Hope, which won three of the
previous four titles.

‘Our prospects at this polnt are
probably far better than last year at
this time,” sald Ray Smith, coach of
the Flylng Dutchmen, who return
cight offensive and seven defensive;
starters. *Our depth Is good. And the
{act that we were not league cham-,
pions last year is a great motivation--
al factor.”

The Dutchmen will be relying on
senior Ed Conniff, from Bloomlleld
Hills Cranbrook, to handle the kick-
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