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hirooks IZatterson, an ardent sup-
rier of the death penalty, blasted
> Michigan Court of Appeals for its
cislon Tuesday uphelding a state
v (hat, in effect, bars November
‘1ot referenduims on the death pen-
+ and on curbs for utility rate in-
R

(n the ruling, the court upheld a
73 law that set a limit of 180 days
- collecting signatures for ballot
boposals. In the process, it over-
fned a 1974 epinlon by State Attor-
v General Frank Kelley that inval-
sed the faw and allowed groups
ur years to collect signatures to
.ce proposals on the ballot,

vignatures to put the Issues of cap-
1 punishment and utility rate
tbs on the Nov. 4 ballot were col-
'ted over three years,

“I'VE LOST A lot of confldence in
+ courts and I've lost respect for
« judicial process,” said Patterson,
xland County prosecutor.

I think It’s an incredible decislon
nen the (state) constitution allows

Gabriel Werba, presldent and
cf operating officer of Antho-
aw M. Franco, Ine,, a Detroit pub-
e relations firm, was clected to
“hichigan State Chamber of Com-
weree Bozrd of Directors,

As a director of the state
‘namber’s 86-member board, the
Karmington Hills resident is in-
volved in establishing policy en
ajor economic, legislative and
plitical  issues  for  Michigan
1SINESS.

A graduate of the University of
Texas, Werba also attended New
York University’s graduate

Yatterson ri

for petitlon drives, the Legislature
passes a law In contllct with the con-
stltution and the court upholds the
Legislature,” he continued.

“Not only do I think that people
who support capital punishment
have lost, but the public at Jarge has
lost its right of petition, The 180-day
limlt is just too restrictive. And
Irankly, that's why the Legislature
imposed it. They didn't want anyone
doing an end run on them.”

Patierson sald if the Appeals
Court decision s upheld in the state
Supreme Court, it will mean an end
to cltizens’ petition drives to place
measures on the ballot.

It will be impossible,” ke said. I
don't know of any organlzatlon that
could do it In 180 days, You'd have to
have an organization of 30-40,000
people. We have 23,000 supporters
and It took us 2% years.”

When asked what he thought
would happen to an appeal before
the Supreme Court, Patterson said:
“1 thought our chances were less
than 50-50 In the Court of Appeals
and they've gone down from there.”

school of business admilnlstration
and its school of law, He moved
to Detrolt in 1964 and jolned the
Franco agency in 1974, He had
been exccutive vice prestdent
and a director of the ageney until
he was named to hls current posi-
tlon in July 1988,

Werba Is active in civic organ-
lzations and serves on the boards
of dircctors for the Oakland Citl-
zens League and the Inner-City -
Business. Improvement Forum,
and on the investment commlttee
of Sinai Hospital. He is also ac-
tive in coltural organtzatlons,
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ps court for ballot decision

for Lhe Republican gubernatorlal
nomination,

Petition slgnatures for the ballot
must be validated by the Secretary-
of State’s Office by Sept. 5. Accord-
ing to the clectlons’ dlvision, two
weeks are needed to process the sig-
natures, which means the office
would normally begin checking sig-
patures Friday,

A total of 304,001 validated stgna-
tures s required o place a proposal
on the ballot; 760,002 are required to
recall offlcials elected statewlde,

John Lauve, the chalrman of the
Recall Blanchard Committee, tried
to file a friend of the court brief be-
fore the Court of Appeals but was

al's Offlce about their ptans to ap-
peal.

*We're going to ask the Supreme
Court to take It up on an emergency
basls. We have to move as fast as
possible to get it ‘on the ballot Nov.
4

Consumers Power and Detrolt
Edlson, the state's largest utilities,
had sucd to block the Citlzens Lob-
by's ballot proposal, which would
have banned rate increases to pay
for unfinished power plants ar those
unneccesary to mect energy needs.

Dan Loepp, a spokesman for Kel-
ley, sald the attorney general
“stands by hls opinlon that the right
of the publlc to petition should be
“taken in the light most favorable to
the petitioner.”

Locpp said the Attorney General's
Offlee would appear before the Su-
preme Court Wednesday asking the

enled,

“It's so outrageous, I don't know
what to say, ’'m so mad,” he sald of
the ballot decislon. “It's steallng
elections in America, They've disen-
franchised hundreds of thousands of

NANCY PUTNAM, a spokeswom-
an for the Michigan Citizens Lobby,
which was behind the ballot proposal
to limit utllity rate increases, said

Area man elected to board

currently serving on the boards
of dircctors of Orchesten Hall,
the Detroit Film Soclety and De-
troit Chamber Winds.

Werba s an aceredited mem-
ber of the Public Relations Soci.
ety of America, a past offlcer of
its Detroit Counselors Academy
and a founder, past president and
past director of the Natlonal
Tnvestor Relations Institute’s De-
{roit Chapter.

The state chamber was formed
in 1959 to represent a broad
cross-sectlon of business inter-
ests throughout Mlehigan.
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Wednesday: “The Citizens Lobby was
surprlsed by the declslon. Our law-
yers are drafting an appeal and
conferring with the Attorney Gener-

voters,

“We need judlelal reform In Mich-
igan and I'm going to work to make
it happen, They hide behind the cloak
of the Court of Appeals.”

Lauve said his group has collected
600,000 signatures in three years to
recall .

court to hear the appeal on an emer
gency basls.

The ruling could affect other peti.
tlon drlves under way, Including one
to establish a part-time Legislature,
which is supported by Rlichard
Chrysler, the dld:
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hudsons
Children’s Concert Series

IN COOPERATION WITH .

- THE
®bserver & Eocentric
NEWSPAPERS )
AT MEADOW BROOK MUSIC FESTIVAL
AUGUST 23

Aesop & Other Fables

Puppeteer Marshall Izen recreates such tales as “The Tortoise & The Hare"
and "The Elephant's Child,” while also demonstrating puppetmaking, playing
classical music on the piano, and drawing illustrations for his stories.

General Admisslon — $3.50
Children’s Series concerts recommended .
for children ages 3 and older.

ic Festival ‘Box’ Office-or ticket .

:'services .at-Hudson's and’all :Ticket- World .outlets and AAA.
8ranch .Offices (including Metro Detroit: JCPenney-stores) of:

" Call:377-2010 for VISA, MasterCard, or American Express arders,

Tickets at. Meadow. Brook ‘M




