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Baseball: Johnstown’s

HAT FLOOD?
A visltor last week to
Johnstown, Pa,, this re-

little mare positive.
® The AAABA drawing: This was
the most exciting part of the banquet
porter saw liltle evl- untll Livonia Adray drew neighbor
dence of the 1973 disaster, Detroit Adray Appliance in the first
The surrounding mountalns are - round,
lush green and the alr Is crystal “Why do we have to play cach
clear. This old industrial town {5 rid  other when we could play right at
of the hydrogen sulfide odor that home?” asked a depressed Helller.
continues to plague many northern You could tell the players on bath
Industrial complexes. teams were not eager to play each
But after spending a few days other, especlally Todd Krumm, the
talking to the natives of this quaint Michlgan State footbatler, who opted
habltat, 1973 remalns vivid. to play for the Detroit team this
“Rained 21 straight days,” said  summer Instcad of Livonla.
one Johnstown old-timer, “They in Livonla's 2-1 win over Detrolt, 1
had to move the tournament to got the feeling Krumm felt uncasy
Altoona.” playing against his former team-
“The cconomy never bounced mates, He went 0-for-5 and struck
back,” said another, out to end the game.
But d& J shows h NY., 3
signs of life. Storefront businesses drew host Johnstown Coca-Cola.
are attractive. City blocks have been  That meant they'd get to play open-
turned into malls. ing night at Polnt Stadium in front of
Although struggling to keep pace 12,000 fans. .
with the rest of the nation, Johns- “Never drawn Johnstown,” Rose
town comes aljve once a year. sald. “That would be something for

our kids.,”
THE FOCAL POINT Is the All-

® Point Stadium: What a unique
American Amateur Baschall Associ-
ation fournament, Sixteen  teams ballpark, sltuated on the banks of the

cast of the Mississippi battle for su- ,’,‘J:;f:’,f;',{,,&l:" oft the side of a
premacy In the woeklong cvent, N i
which aurnclu some of the best col- chweaydlpn:,e,.islf:sg:;&nﬂfuz% t:
lege players in the nation. left, with a 50-foot-hl,
, -foot-high screen run.
The AAABA Tournament, born 0 pins dowen left center: Dead center
1945, has produced such major gocs forever, some 480 feet and right
Jeague greats as Al Kaline, REESIe ficiq is 204 down the line, great sor
Jackson and Steve Garvey. Johns- the Jeft-handed sticks.
town's own Pete Vukovich once oo crowds for the night games

played I the prestigious tourncy. " o v
The AAABA piqued my curiosity were cnarmous. The whole town gets

this scason again because a local
connection, the Livonia Adray base-
balt team, was making Its sixth trip
to Johnstown,

Instead of taking reports over the
phone, 1 declded to see the tourncy
firsthand.

Early in the Livonla Collegiate
Bascball League season, I made n
pledge to Adray coaches Ren Hellier
and Stu Rose that I would go to
Johnstown if their team qualified.

“What a year ta make a pledge,”
sald Hellier; his team was struggling
early in the season,
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:;clhlnd the host team, chanting “Coke
s i

For many of the natives, the AAA-
BA tournament s the social event of
the year. Streams of teenage girls,
stralght out of Mary Kay Cosmetics,
crulse the'scene,

“One year,” recalls Hellicr, “one of
our baliplayers almost got marrled
down down here, My daughter Is in
high schoal and now she wants to
come down. I said to her, ‘No way,
honey.'

® The scouts: During the course
of the week, some 70 major league
scouts Invaded the five different
playing venues around Johnstown.

Ed Katallnas of (he Tigers, the
man who signed Al Kaline, is a long-
time visitor to the AAABA.

At Vo-Tech Ficld, where Livonia
met Columbus, Ohlo, in the loser's
bracket, longtime Tlger scout Peck
Popovich renewed an old acquain-
tance In Ron Rozman, whose son,
Rick, a pltcher, was making his
faurth appearance In the Johnsiown
tourney with the Livonla team.

Popovich, a member of the Tiger
organizatlen for 33 years, remem-
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bered Rozman when he was a Triple-  §
A player in spring trainlng at Lake- §
land, Fla, ’
Nearly all the major league teams
sent representatlves, including the |1
Mets, Angels and Brewery,

® The . players: Two come to
mind.

The scouts were partleularly tak.
ing note of Jimmy Abbott, the onc-
handed Detrolt Adray Appliance
pltcher from the Unlverslty of Mich-
Igan, and Phlladelphlan’ Howard
Frelling, a flrst baseman at the Unl-
versity of North Carolina,

But I'll remember two playets In
particular,

Martin Eddy, a pickup for the
Llvonia team. Eddy had three hits in
11 at-bats — all solo homers. He's
already on hls way to Dallas Baptist
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University,

The other was Andy Melizer, the
personable and hard-throwing left-
hander from the Philadetphia squad,

Meltzer, who hitched a ride with
us one night from the University of
Pittsburgh-Johnstown (where the
players were housed) to Polnt Stadl-
um, telked glowingly about his
Johnstewn experlence,

“I've never seen anything like it,"
sald the Temple University sopho-
mare, “These people here are some-
thing clse the way they support thls
tournament,

“I hope I can come back again
next year. This is a ot of fun.”

I tend to agree, Andy. Not even a
Llood would stop me from coming

ack.
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“You've got to go L but T =
don't know if we'll be going with g
you,” chimed in Rose in carly July. B |

|

AS IT TURNED OUT, Livonia
won the Jeague playoff and got out of
its own AAABA regional, beating
formidable teams {rom Philadelphia
and Cleveland.

Holding true to my pledge, 1
Jjumped In Hellier’s car for the 7%-
hour ride and suddenly found myself
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day Inn: Every team must register
at a designated time and for Livonia
it was 3:30 p.m. Sunday.

The players are whisked into a
small room, in front a group of
menacing  individuals from the

Old-timers
who proceed to read them the riot
act.

“If you're caught drinking we're
sending you straight home,” said

238 ven
1473 RING.

In bascball heaven. . c

Reflecting back on my four-day SR 3 3 BLUE
stay, several things stick out in my . “ CANVAS
mind;
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commiittee member Charles FIZEer- o e—— e e —
ald. “We haven't had any destruction " COUPGN |
(by the players) here in our town for .

41 years and we're not about to have e * ARE YOUR WINDOWS FOGGED, |
any now. .

“If you lose your key to your room
- . . Pl cost you $15, If you're not in
your room by mldnight, you'll be
locked out and on your way home. If
you're caught fighting during a
game, the whole team Is going |
home."

“Does this mean reporters, too?” [
whispered joklngly to Livonla player
Bob Foust.

® The AAABA banduct: Tickets
were scarce for the affalr — enly 20 |
per tcam. Somchow, Hellier was

N
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able to finagle a ticket for me from
one of the Old-timers,

The dinner was sponsored by
Coca-Cola, and the AAABA brass
thanked the bottlers at least 10
times.

After the chicken dinner, the play-
crs were asked o vote for the AAA-
DA queen. Twenty 23 AAABA beauty
quecns were paraded In front of

LIVONA_Trracal/e

DON'T LET YOUR LAWN BE A
UMMER RESORT FOR CRABGRASS

HARDWARE

some 320 guys and the whole thing
got a little embarrassing, The Old-
timers asked the glrls to parade
around a second tlme In their cve-
ning gowns and some of the glrls
looked like they were ready to crawl
under a table. It was male chauvin-
ism at its best, but the Old-timers
were having a grand time.

SCOTT'S SUMMER
CRABGRASS CONTROL

* Controls crabgrass,
yaliow foxtail, goose-
grass, witchgrass,
barnyardgrass and
paspalums, such as
dallisgrass.

* Sato = won't bum whon
ppis
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