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TAR OF DETROIT, In its

third scason on the Detrolt

River, provides a pleasur-

able outlng, with cocktails,

food and music for listenlng and
dancing adding to the basic fun,

Entertainers who perform
aboard the Star all enjoy the extra
dimension provided by the ship-
shape, flonting venue.

Shella Landis and Top Drawer
have played aboard the Star ever
since it began operating in August
1984. They do three shows a night
for dinner crulses 7-10 p.m.
Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday
and Sunday and 9 p.m. to midnight
Friday, and also play on the Satur~
day moonlight crulse from 11 p.m.
to1a.m.

“It's different than in

Music makers |

Scott Petersen of Detroit, saxo-
hone,

The Star offers crulses open to
the general public and also takes
reservatlens for speelal parties,
which may reserve part or all of
the ship. Landis sald her group
plays some proms early In the sea-
son, does corporate charters and
speclal cruises.

LANDIS HASN'T gotten motion
slckness from being on board the
ship, but she and her band mem-
bers have noticed something clse.
“I feel like I'm tipping and lurching
even when I'm not on the boat,” she
sald. “We've got our sea legs and
we can't get rld of them.”

Tom Hewltt and Feelings play 7-
10 pam. for Monday and Tuesday
night dinner cruises and 5:30-7:30
p.m. Fridays for the TGIF (If you

lounges, mainly because you rock
back and forth,” Rochester Hills
resident Landis sald about the Star.
“IUs a lot nicer than dolng a lounge,
It's a sense of adventure. There's a
small dance floor. People are there
mainly to chat. We're providing the
ambiance.”

SHE SAID the dance floor usual-
ly isn't crowded. But one night this
season, the group did a party for
Bulek and people were packed like
sardines on the dance floor. “We
dld our Motown set and they went
crazy.” .

Landis’ group plays all types of
music and also docs requests.
“Some want thelr ‘Stardust’ and

need a — Thank God,
it’s Friday) cocktall erulses,

Hewitt's group also Is playlng
aboard the Star for the third year
inarow,

“I think the reason we've been on
It so many years Is that we have
such a variely we do,” sald Hewitt,
a Rochester Hills resldent. Show
{unes, Tap 40, old rock ‘n’ roll, blg
band, furk and Motown are some
of the types of music offered, They
also play waltzes and fox trots, he

said.

The band cant ltmit itselt to
playlng just ene kind of musle,
when there are peaple with varying
tastes aboard. Passengers may
range from a young twosome to a
couple cclebrating thelr 50th wed-

some notking but Mad, " she
said.

Are Salurday moonlight crulses
romantic? “It really varies. Some-
times there are klds that want to
do nothing but dance, sometimes
couples that hold hands and look
out the window,” she sald.

Along with bandleader Landis,
who docs vocals, the group Includes
Jon Kaust of Rochester, drums;
Phil Kelly of Rochester, plano; for-
mer Troy resident Ken Kellett of
Detrolt, bass; and {on Saturdays)

ding Y.
HEWITT IS a third-generation
b in the

of his father and grandfather, He
plays saxaphone, clarinet and flute
and does vocals. The four lead vo-
calists include his wlfe, Elaine;
Frank Dunn of Sterling Heights,
who also plays plano; Tim Garrick
of Royal Oak, guitar; and Ken Mur-
phy of Rochester, drums,

“I think the most fun I derlve Is
when someone asks for a request,”

It’s an adventure performing on river cruise ship

said Hewiu, descrlblng what he
tlkes best about playing aboard the
Star,

“It's a wonderful crulse,” he con-
tinued. “I hlghly recommend it.”

Crulslng on the river, in varying
weather conditions, may lead to
minor problems. “There have been
times you get a little seasick, but
nothing very serlous,” he safd.

Another thing he llkes about the
Star, “It's nlce to see from the top
of the windows (the two lower
decks are enclosed), one side the
Unlted States and one Canada.™

Hewltt sald there'’s a diffence in
the crowd at the TGIF cocktall

cruises, He described it as “an
upbeat crowd, a fun crowd. With-
out dinner, thre’s a lot of danclng,
At §15 a person, $30 is reasonable
for a date. And you get hors
d’ouevres. Two hours goes llke two
seconds.”

DOUG JACOBS and the Red
Garter Band play at Saturday
brunch from 11 am. to 1:30 p.m.
aboard the Star of Detrolt.

“To me it's llke a mini-cruise
ship, but you don't have to go away
two or three weeks at a time,” sald
the longtime Detrolt-area Dixle-
land bandleader, who Jives on Cass

ke.

“We start upstairs and play a set.
We go downstalrs and entertain
people tableside for our second set,
and then we take a short break and
invite everybody from the down.
stairs and the second deck to join
us for a sing-along on the third
deck to end the day,” he said.

“As they depart, we play, ‘Oh,
‘When the Star Comes Relling In.

The happy, New Orleans Dixie-
land musie draws a lot of attention.

“The people really totally enfoy

us,” banjo-player Jacobs sald.

“They even dance to us on the see-
ond deck.”

Jacobs finds It smooth saillng
aboard the Star, “It's llke being on
an airplane. IU's as smooth as It
could possibly be,

“The view of Detrolt and the fun
and enjoyment people seem to get
belng on this boat, it's a fabulous
situation for downtown Detroit, 1
think of it like belog on the Deita
Queen out of New Orleans.”

ALL THE entertalnment for the
Star of Detrolt is booked by Nancy
Kader-Jacobs, Doug's wife, who s
owner-operator of the Entertain-
ment Connection in Southfleld.

Other performers*who play on
the ship include the Claude Lam-
bert Trio, which plays for a Dixle-
land Sunday brunch from 11 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. (“For brunches, we've
declded to stick with the Dixe-
land,” sald Kader-Jacobs.), and the
Marv Whliams Trlo, which plays
jazz for a Sunday cocktall cruise 3-
§ pm. (“Fun fazz” sald Kader-
Jacobs.),

“For dinner cruises seven nights
a week, it’s Important we got
groups that could exercise a good
versatillty,” she sald. “We want to
accommeodate everybody’s taste.”

Musicians at dinner crulses “play
Jazz and standards, Motown and of-
dies and current Top 40 music, so
anybody can be pleased. Some-
times there's an old crowd, some-
times a young crowd.”

At TGIF crulses, the musie Is
strictly Top 40,

The Star of Detroit, docked at
Hart Plaza in downtown De-
troit, satls through Sunday, Oct.
19. Brunch, lunch and dinner
cruises are served buffet-style.
The Star will feature jazz dur-
ing the upcoming Montreux
Jazz Festival Weekend (the
Montreux Detroit Jazz Festival
runs Wednesday, Aug. 27, to
Monday, Sept. 1), For informa-
tion information and reserva.
tions, call 465-STAR.

upcoming
things to do

© GOLDEN ERA

The blg band sound with Joe VI-
tale and his six-member group play-
ing favorites from the “Golden Era”
of American muslc will be featured
from 11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Aug. 21, at Prudential's Sun
Bowl in Southficld. Concertgoers
may bring thelr lunch, blankets and
lawn chalrs, to the free serles.

® JAZZ SOUNDS

George Benson offers his jazz
sounds In a free concert scrics from
noon to 1:30 p.m, Friday, Aug. 22, at
the atrlum of the First Center Offf-
lec Plaza in Southiield,

® BIG BAND
Ed Nuccilli’'s blg band arrlves for
a concert at 7 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 24,

at the Prudential Town Center Sun
Bowl. Elliott Trumbull of the Clty of
Southficld’'s Parks and Recreation
Board will emcee the free concert.

® PLAZAFEST

The City uf Southfield will close
out its 1986 Plaza Fest concert se-
ries with the Latin jazz of Franclsco
Mora and the comedy of the Ron Co-

Casa

ARMANDCS

den Show from 5-8 p.m. Friday, Aug.
22, at the Clvic Center Plaza, Con-
certgoers may bring lawn chairs.

® SOMERSET MALL

The Ron Jackson Trlo featuring
the trumpet star will be held from 2-
4 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 24, at Somersct
Mall In Troy. The free concert will
be held in the Center Court.

® MEADOW BROOK

Grammy-award-winning saxo-

phonist David Sanborn plays pop,
Jazz and rhythm and blues at 8 p.m,
‘Thursday, Aug. 21, at Meadow Brook
Music Festlval on the Oakland Uni-
versity campus in Rochester Hllls.
Multi-Grammmy-award-winning
Jazz vocalists Manhattan Transfer

will perform at 8 p.m. Friday, Aug.
22, Final children’s concert of the
season, “Aesop and Other Fables,”
starring puppeteer Marshall Izen,
will be presented at 11 am. Satur-

Ptease turn to Pago 6

MARIACHI BAND
ORO DE MEXICO
COMING SOON

[ SUN.-WED. 6-9 P.M. |

Mariachis available after 9:00 or
weekends for private parties —
Call for cost & details

french provinclal & regional cuisine
fine wine lrits

164 janette, windsor s {519) 258-2293,
Lt
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*Alwnys avaliable 2:30-8:00 p.m.
SN A TR o A MOINNER,, e, 5 SAT.
6200 Orchard Lake Ra. Hamingtomy i Botwadn 4 & 15 ey

@ Twice a week is better (

$99.90"..

*Pslce does not include tax or tips.
(limousine within 20-mile radius)
Additional night $45.00
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Experience A Dynasty ‘eekend ...

Do ‘more than wonder how'-the - Live. In* the lap\_
other half lives, Expericnce A.Dynasty _of Iusury =" sleep
- Weekend at the Southficld Hilton. umil noon, pla )
s 5 in your neight; swim, lounge : 3 A B -
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strcteh limousine, complete with soft music an y return homs a lux N
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Not valid for ganps
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crystal and silvers:
. g .o '
...Owr new, elegant w
decor serves as a

3 and Lnpeccable
scrvice. The eritics agree it I8 an
Lexeepitlonal dining experience,

-SOUTHFIELD HILTON

17017 3 NINE MILE ROAD, SOUTHINELD. M1 AMI?S

Olfer Tapires
Sepiember 2, 1946
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