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Haggerty draws a lot of talk, but no action

By Loulse Okrutoky
statl writor

The Lakes Chamber and West
Rloomficld Chamber of Commerce
luncheon 10 discuss {raffic ticups nn
Haggerty Road resembled what erit-
fes have said is the problem with
getting the area repatred — all talk
and no go,

In this case, Michigan Department
of ‘Transportation director James
Pitz was given a chance to do most
of the talking. State Sen. Richard
Fessler, R-West Bloomifield, a {
turcd speaker at the luncheon, didn't
go.

Rick Simonson, Fessler's press
seeretary, said thal the state senator
who has made Haggerty improve-
ment a pet project, thought the
meeting was to be the following
Wednesda

“It was a scheduling oversight. He
wanted to be there to talk to them,”
Stmonson said.

As he D safd  carlier, itz
wouldn't reveal all the delails of pro-
posuls to solve Haggerty's problems
until those plans are unveiled next
month. He did 55 broad plans
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Took at our project lisl. We'll re-cvi
uate it and update it if we feel some
of the projects are feasible.”

Whether  survey
change admini
ings is uncertain at this point, Ci
officials are attempling to lackle
road problems that are a citywi
problem, rather than a provlem for
particular arcas or neighborhoods,
Call said.

Administrators have developed a
$14 million three-year program de-
signed to hnprove the cily's major
roads whose congestion and il
ration has buen accompanicd by a
residential and  commercial  con-
struction boom.

reselts  will

TIHE FARMINGTON Hills City
Counell showed its support of ad-
ministrators’ three-year program in
June by levying a l-mill tax increasc
devoted entirely for road improve-
ments. The city’s financial shire of

s rodways during the

THE HAGGERTY corridor from
1-696 to M-59 is set as a top priority
road project for this peried. The
road is among the expansion proj-
eets for which the transportation de-
partment hos carmarked $660 mil-
lion during the next 10 years, ace
ng to Pilz. But expanding the
‘s network of roads ranks third
in the department of transparta-
tion's prioritivs.

“Ihe top priotlty of tl
during the next decade is to preserve
the isting 9,008 miles of state
roadw

“We haven't been doing that in the
state,” Pitzsaid,

During the next 10 years, $3%2 bit-
lion is expeeted to be spent on pre-
serving existing state roads,

Next in priority Is the cormpletion
of the intersiate highway system in
Mickigon, -696 and 1.69. About $500
wiltion, ek of it federal mones,
will be poured into finishing the in-
terslate prujects, 1tz said.

THIS VEAR, $40 million in feder-
°

e

projects propused during the three-
ou is $9 million.

ictals cxpect that non-city
v the Cakland
Hoad  Cammiission, other
s, such as Farmington,
x5t Bloemficld Township,
re roads scheduled for im-
ts, and  some  highway

provem
grants.

In 1086-87, the 1 mill Tevied by the
conucil for roads will gencrate $1.2
miilion that will be combined with
£750,000 in the ci existing major
road budpet for a total of $2 milllon.
The §2 million will linance the city's
share of projects scheduled for 1986
87, Fhat will leave $7 million of the
road program stil) to be financed.
Although city offlcials could pay
for Farminglon Hills' $9 million
share of improvements on a pay-as-
you-go basis, It would take about
soven years 10 complete all proposed
projects witls un annual 1-mid levy,

The financing method city offi-
cials are hoping to use includes pay-
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al funds was allocated to Oakland
County to accelerate work on 1-696.
That 'meant Oakland County
recelved §118 million in road money,
compared to the $65 milllon it
received last year En state trunk-line
funds, Pitz sald.

As for the Haggerty Road prob-
iem, Fessler and Pitz would like to
sce the project divided into two
parts. There would be an immedlate
focus on slx miles that span Farm-
ington HRls and West Bloomfield
from 12 Mile to Rlchardson Road,
south of Baypolnte Country Club.

Both men say the approach makes
more sense than tackling the entlre
stretch from 1-696 to M-59. “It would
give us a’ major step forward on
Haggerty Road," Pitz said,

As a mancuver to get federal
funding for the project, consldera-
tlon Is given to Haggerty as it runs
between the state and federal high.
ways. Then the road can become a
state trunkline, fair game for federal
funding. It's expected that 80-90 per-
cent of the money for the project

will be come from the federat gov-
ernment, according to Simenson, He
expects the cost to come in the
nelghbarhood of $36 million.

The same approach was used to
pay for improvements to Rochester
Road in Troy and Orchard Lake
Road In Farmingten Hills, Those
projects, too, were undertaken be-
cause they weren't built to accom-
modate the higher levels of traffic
brought about by the county's expan-
slon.

THAT SITUATION Isn't limited to
Qakland County.

“We haven't been in the situation
long enough to do anything more
than react to emergencles since the
1960s,” sald Pitz, who was brought in
as MDOT director by Gov. James
Blanchard four years ago,

Construction would first focus on
providing an exit ramp off of 1-696
onto Haggerty. Property for the
ramp Is already owned by the state,
according to Slmonson. The site is
west of Haggerty, south of 12 Mile,
more than one mile cast of 12 Onks
Mall, Novi.

A

ing for impl In the flrst
year with the $2 milllon and asking
vaters in September to support a $7
million general obligation bond Issue
to pay for the remalning two years
of the program.

ROADS TIHIAT residents conslder
in greatest need of improvement Ine
clude: '

o Drake Road, 11 to 12 Mile.

© M-102 and Grand River iInter-
section.

© Drake Road, 13 {0 14 Mile.

e 13 Mile, Haggerty to Drake;
Farmington to Orchard Lake roads,
Haggerty to Halsted, Orchard Lake

sdlebelt and 1

whether they should be in-
cluded In the clty's Improvement

rogram.

“It's diffleult to say what impact
it will have on the projects proposed
now,” Call sald, “We want to look at
projects citywide, not just for one
area,”

But survey results also showed
that residents are as equally con-
cerned about major roads under
Qakland County Road Commlsslon
Jurisdiction as they are about local
roads. Middlebelt, especlally be-
tween 9 and 10 Mite, Orchard Lake
Road and 12 Mile were listed as
roads in need of improvement.

Although city officlals wanted to

Road 1o B
to Inkster.

e Fourteen Mile, Farmington to
Orchard Lake roads,

MANY OF these roads are Includ-
cd ns priarity projects in the city’s
three-year improvement program.
QOther road improvements suggested
by residents will be evaluated to
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avold county roads, sur-
vey results showed that major tho-
roughfares are of great concern and
require county attentlon, “We think
they have to be responsible to the
cltlzens of the city of Farmington
Hills as much as we do,” Call sald.
Survey results regarding county
roads lend crediblllty and support ¢to
the city’s plea for Improvements on

Haggerty itself could be broad-
ened into a boulevard, according to
both Fessler and Pitz. Fessler has
gone as far as to propose a tree-lined
boulevard,

“My opinion Is that we're not
going to be able to locate a freeway
in this area,” Ptz sald.

BESIDES BEING f{lnancially un-
feasible, a freeway has been de-
clared to be environmentally un-
sound for the area, Pitz said.

Simonson concurs, About 12 years
ago, when it was proposed that Hag-
gerty become part of the now mori-
bund M-275, the project was de-
clared hazardous to the environment
slnce the area Is above the headwa-
ters of the Huron River, according to
Simonson. But Pitz sces a boulevard
as a realistic option.

“It's eusier to malntain than a
freeway with its lower speeds” A
slx-lane boulevard may be able to
handle Haggerty's traffic, he said.

Any work on Haggerty will be pre-
ceded by a study of the corrldor's
trafflc congestion problems set to
begin In January,

When audlence members grum-
bled they were tired of studies that
seemed Lo lead to nothing but more

the major thoroughfares, Call safd.
The same holds true for city efforts
with stale transportation officlals,
Survey results also show that resl-
dents want improvements on state-
owned roads such as Haggerty and
Northwestern Highway.

“The bond issue will also glve le-
verage [n working with the state and
county,”Call sald.

WHILE PASSAGE of the bond Is.
sue would provide the clty with a fl-
nancing mechanism for local road
Improvements, money would also be
avallable for the city to participate
In state and federal matching grant
programs. Matching grants allow
the clty to complete necessary proj-
ccts with the help of state and feder-
al money, Call said,

City engincering staff analyzed
survey results — particularly resl-
dents’ comments about traffic cane
cerns other than road conditions —
that will be given to the trafflc engi-
neer for study, sald Dale Countegan,
assistant to the director of public

studtes, Pitz counlered, “Studies are
o reality. They are required by fod-
eral and state law.”

IN LAKE country where people
like to joke that water skiing su.
percedes automobile use in the sum.
mer, Haggerty docsn't raise too
many laughs. Some would Jike to sce
the state use the old studles to come
up with a solution for the trafflc
problems on the two-lane road that
handles up to 20,000 a day. ,

“Within the next flve years, we cx-
pect 30,000 vehicles per day”
Slmonson sald. Currently, Telegraph
Road handles 40,000 cars.

“If we toke old studles and tricd
road development from there, wo'd
be In decp, deep trouble. There's
been a lot of land development In the
county,” Pltz sald.

Twelve years ago, the threat of
growth was used In part to reject the
M-275 project. At that time, the Mil-
liken administration thought the
freeway would encourage even more

Into the nor
suburbs, accordlng to Slmonson,

“They thought the growth would
be too exeessive to be shouldered by
the area. But the growth has cotne
even without the road.”

share Hills leaders’ road concerns

services,

“We got good comments. There
are problems with slgns, signals, for
example, that wil be useful in the
next few years in analyzing these
kinds of needs," Call said.

Residents also listed J-696 as a
concern, partlcularly congestion on
the interstate, But plans are In the
works to add two lanes in cach direc-
tion by 1989-90 so traffle flow wilt
case onto the interstate just seuth of
Telegraph when the 1-696 east-west
extension is completed, Call sald,

Survey results also showed that 55
pereent (1,913) of the respendents
are aware of the city's bond issue
scheduled for the ballot in Septem-
ber. Forty-flve percent {1,541) said
they were unaware of the ballot
question.

Although city officlals have not
scheduled meetings to discuss the
road program or bond issue with clv.
ic groups or homeowners assocla-
tions, information will be avallable
to such groups and Indlviduals If re-
quested, Call sald. :
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When you sce our guestrooms, vou'll think we're a.
posh hotel with prices to match, But we're not. !
When you check out our rates, you'll think we're a
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We give you extras you can really use — at no extra cost. For instance:

1 An oversize, decoralar appointed guestroom with exira desk-top work space and extra
lighting. I A choice of two extra-fong double beds or a king-bed and parsons desk. ! A

push-button phone that can be moved anywhere in the soom. ! Extra large, {luily towels
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