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Art flourishes in quie

1 ,\[)I\(. NORTH OQUT of Traverse
M o the Leelanau Peninsu-
g . the seene changes dramaticadly in

a few miles and minutes,
llw hubbub of the shoreline strip with its
«lus

s mlm N

nd shops catering to tourists gives way.
1t is replaced by long interrupted views of the
Grand Traverse Bay dotted with sails and
switers to the east and cherry orchards,
modest house and farms Lo the west.

The traffic on the Uwo-lane blacktop road is
Jight. even at the height of the tourlst season,
Suttuns Bay, 15 out, and Northport, anoth-
cr i1, both b {ew antique and gift shops and
restaurants, but the glitz and acon haven't pene-
trige d so far - there's still an untarnished New
Englan lonk

Furnungton artist Fdee Joppich spends May
throdh Oetody vorthport. She operates Jop-
prel’s Buy Stre v in partnership with her
Jsband bd, a 3y cd architeet and erb
Joppieh. L brotheran-law, an artist living in
R (4}

e agehor petson for te gallery, She's
Lot Gopn. seven da; wueek, The
n ! ather fanily members come up on

[ as the nathe sugpests, runs
Houses on one side and a
aul sundy heach on the other.
Q v with living quarters in the
i eity block from the
The Juppichs bought the lot with
vn ot 1986 and turned tie rennoy
wat inta i two-fagily project.

at) house
ion and en-

‘'m an ambassador for
Michigan art. People come from
New York, California — a lot
from San Francisco — in facl,
all over the world, and they are
always surprised at the quslity
of Michigan art. . .’

— Edee Joppich

really a house the Joppich family bullt,” Edee
said, standing in front of the gray frame and
{ieldstone chalet-style house/gallery.

Not only does she mind the gallery with jts
colorful display af all-Michigan art, she's pursu-
ing her own career as an artist with intense dedi-
catlon.

She's up at $:30 a.m. and a1 work in her barn
studio, a block away, by 6 a.m.

“Those hours in the carly morninp, re tremen-
dously productive times for me,” she sald.

She has cempleted 17 mixed media collages in
preparation far her one-wornan show at the Cen-
tral Michigan University gallery startlng Nov.
29. About 30:30 a.m. she walks back 1o the g
lery to change mentally and physically from art-
ist to gallery director. Al) thoughts of her own
art are left bebind in the studio,

In heels, stockings and white and mauve outfit,
the gallery just before opening.

“I'm an ambassador for gan art, Peaple
come from New York, C. rniit ~ a lol from
San Franciseo ~ In faet, all over the world. And
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cluof our children did a part of this. This is

Staff photos by
Stephen Cantrell

Story on a second Northport
gallery, supported by local

artists, inside.

Edee Jopplch smiles as she is about to open her
Northport gallery on a bright summer maorning.
The painted, metal figure is by Phillip Vander Weg,
a native of Niles who is 2 member of the art taculty

of Middle Tenncsece State Unlvernlly. He has also
taught at Interlochen Center for the Arts. The
painting on the easel is Joppich's.

Developers
leave nature’s

weauty

By Corinne Abatt
statf wriler

Jim and Marilyn Funk, husband
and  wife builder:developer
partners, smile a lot as they Jead the
Wil thrmu.h their first building

)T
As W L" they should, The Legends
nt l’ul watomi Creek, on Halsted
th of 14 Mile. Farnington
Ihlh something to smi
Funk left Ford Motor Co. af
2 product planner to found
Funk I'roperty Developers
nJ F\mk & Co. H\uhlun Inc.
X she chu-tar}.

Martlyn works on interior desigh and
tloor planning with (he designers. 1
call her the *voice of the customer.’ 1
do more of the financial end and the
construction, We really operate on a
team concept with everyone ine
volved having input at the regular
meetings, They haven't done that be-
Tore, and they seem to like it”

Tt was Marilyn who researched the
history of the site and found the sto-
ry af the young Patawatomi brave
who went hunting near there and the
young woman who loved him and
went to look for him when he didn't
return. Neither was seen again and a
Iegzend about the couple tonk shape.

1n any case, the 30 cluster homes
that make up The Legends are sity-
ated on about 10 acres of pletur-
esque land resplendent with mature
trees, pleasant views, the creck and
soon three ponds, just now under
conslruction.

LESS THAN half of the i8 acres
has been used for building, the rest, a
portian of it wetlands, is being left as
a natural area. The Funks and the
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources have worked closely to
maintain the natural, scenic beauty
of the Jand.

The condos arc arranged in groups
of two, three and four on the rolling
terrain, 23 of the 30 have walk-out
basements with wide decks above
overlooking the wooeds and punds.

Birmingham architect Alexander
Bogaerts included many interesting
design aspeets in the condos finished
in light terea cotta brick, alumnium
siding and cedar board and bation

“We wanted everything (o lovk

intact

like it had been here forever,” Funk
said, noting that they had worked
around many of the towering mature
trees on the site.

The condos are 2,300 square fect
with anather 1,000 added i the lower
level is finished, as it is in both mod-
els, the Legacy and the Heritage.
Both arc two {loors plus full base-
ment with cireular stairways to both
the second floor and the basement.
These gracious curves set the tone
for the design that departs dramati-
cally from the rectilinear approach
that was standard untll recently.

In the Legacy, the master bed-
room suite, the great room (22 by 19
feet) with a dining area to the side,
kitchen with nook/sitting room (15
by 10 feet) at one end, powder room,
foyer (11 by 17 feet} and laundry are
all en the first floor. The living room
and the foyer both have cathedral
ceilings.

UPSTAIRS ARE two guest bed-
rooms connecied by a balcony over-
looking the foyer and the great
roam. Between these two rooms is a
hallway, with large closets on each
side, Jeading to the bathroom, acees-
sible (o both bedrooms without using
the balcony. Thus total privacy is as-
sured.

In the Heritage, the master bed-
room suite on the second floor In-
cludes two overslze walk-in closets
and an equally oversize master bath,
which has a “spa” amblence.

The Heritage great room is decep-
tive, While it may be listed in the
plans as 20 by 14 feet, It opens up o
a 12-by-11-foot dining area and that
In turn opens 1o the 14-by-15-foot
foyer. So who's to say where one be-
gins and the other ends?

If the interior wall between these
roums and the 18-by-13-foot ilbrary
were removed (and at least ene cli-
ent has had that done) the apen area
would cover more than half of the
frst toor.

There are many touches that will
please prospective buyers, from the
six-panel Interlor doors to the brass
kickplates on the front doors.

While this corner of the metropoll
tan area still looks llke cauntry, it's
developing rapldly into a bustling
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Staff photos by Randy Borst

Jim and Marilyn Funk (above
tefl) have paid carcful atten-
tion to the many little details
in planning and construction
which often make a big dif-
ference to clients. For In-
stance, the copper flashing
above the windows. The cir-
cular stalrcase in both mod-
cls, with interior design by
Perlmutter-Freiwald Inc. of
Franklin, offers an exciting
view of a eection of the great
room, At left is a viow of part
of the kitchen and nook/sit-
ting room of the “Legacy”
model.



