Grubba fires

By Tom Honderson
stafl willor

John Grubba, wearing a crisply
starched white shirt and tle and sit-
ting behind hls desk as managlng dl-
rector of the Oakland County Road
-Commlsslon, doesn’t look like the
“fighting type,

But Ronald Hewitt, director of the
-Detroit Planning Department, has
Grubba fighting mad, and he's not
.going to take it any more,

Hewitt has been sharply critleal of
- plans for the new Oakland Techno-
~logical Park in Rochester Hills,

Attacking the development as an-
other example of “urban sprawl,"
Hewltt sald in a recently released
letter that traffle plans by the Michi-
‘gan Department of Transportation
for the park are “marginatly Inade-
quate to service morning peak n-

- bound traffle londs” and “tatally in-
* adequate to service afternoon penk
. hour traffic loads,”

Oakland County Exccutive Dan

Murphy shrugs off the letter as “sour

g{lapcs. There's no truth to that at
al”

But Grubba wasn't about to shrug
off Hewltt's letter durlng an inter-
view Monday before the weckly pub-
lic meceting of the road commisslon,
which heard public opinlon regard-
ing 1ts 1987 budget.

“It's more substantlal than sour
grapes,” 3aid Grubba, I think the
clty of Detrolt is pursuing policles
that while alming at the success and
betterment of the city, are at the ex-
pense of other arcas of the region.

“The comments (by Hewltt) are
reactionary. Detroit wants to return
to the '403 and '50s, when Detrolt
was the dominant economic center
of the reglon. But since that time,
.things have changed dramatically
.+« 1 don’t know of any suburban
people lambasting Chrysler's plans
in Detroit.

“We're seeing the emergence of a
new Amerfcan clty, The suburbs are
now citles in thelr own rights,
They're not some sort of attachment
to the central clty. Some people
lament (hat. Urban sprawl — that's

County panel

‘denies

funds

for Tech Park

By Tom Honderson
. staff writer

QOakland County road commisslon-
7 ersstressed at a pudlic hearing Mon-
day on thelr proposed budget for the
. fiscal year of 1987 that they have not
_begun action on plans to widen roads
-near the proposed Oakland Techalo-
gy Park In Rechester Hills,
. The commisslon's managing direc-
tor, John Grubba, told one Rochester
- Hllls cltizen that there was no mon-
ey In the proposed budget or n a
three-year master plan for any coun-
ty spending to Improve roads Into
the proposed 1,800-acre park.

“We may as well deslgn a road
system you like that we can't build
as well as design a road system you
don't like that we can't build,” he
said in a Joking reference to the
commission’s quandary over where
to get the $740,000,000 in funds the

commission estimates will be need-
ed for road improvements to keep
pace with bullding development
countywlde over the next 10 years.
fore we commit any money,

you and your cities will have an op-
portunity to approve any plans,” sald
Grubba, “Otherwise you'll sue and
the project will get bogged down in
sults and nobody wants that,”

Grubba sald that projects are in-
cluded In the budget only when thele
souree of financing s known. He said
that the commisslon does not know
where the money will come from to
improve roads into the park, and has
been able to ldentify only
$110,000,000 of the money that will
be needed to improve roads county-
wide, (Sce related story.)

Grubba sald that the road depart-
ment has done no early-stage engi-
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of those new American cltles Is tax-
Ing the abllity of local officlals to
deal with new problems.

In general, new development in
Oakland County has far exceeded the
infrastructure — sewers and high-
ways, In particular, the new tech
park 1s creating nightmares for the
road commission, which in the face

etroit planners

nlelpalitles, demands on the highway
system by countywlde development
will total $740 milllon over the next
10 years. Grubba says of that total,
$110 million In funding has been
{dentltled, leaving a shortfall of $630
milllon or $63 mllllon a year.

‘The county has been spending less
than $10 milllon a year fn road de-

of d gas-tax must
find ways of raising phenomenal
sums of money for adequate roads.
{State estimates are that the 1,800-
acre park in Rochester Hills wil
create 35,000 new jobs; Grubba says
it wil! be 50,000-60,000.)

But he says they are problems that
ultimately witl be solved.

“Breakdowns (In the current high-
way system) are an opportunity for a
breakthrough,” sald Grubba. “We
can make roads that fi the concept
of a new American clty or we can

what the clty of Detrolt contlnues to
call it. Spraw!: that's a nlce, pejora-
tive term. They just splt it out. It’s

phia, New York, Detroit, Chicago —
are golng to survive. But they've got

to come to grips with it. The new clt- -

get out of the way (for those who
can). We're not golng to turn back
the hands of time.”
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reactionary.
“It's happening all over the US,
The old central cities — Philadel-

ies are here to stay.”

GRUBBA ADMITS the emergence

According to a study by the road
commisslon, which met last fall with
leaders of all Oakland County mu-

merely a large drop In a
huge bucket.

BECAUSE THE COMMISSION
has no idea where It will get the
money to flnance such an ambltlous
road-bullding program, Grubba said
that no money has been allocated for
the Technological Park project, ei-
ther in the proposed 1987 budget {sce
related atory) or in the three-ycar
master plan for '87-'89.

Grubba sald the commilsston is re-
sisting pressure from Chrysler,
which sald it won't bulld its Chrysler
Technotogy Center and Evaluatlon
Track without firm road plans, and
from the state to begin prellmlnary
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The Super Energy Mizer features:
«Complete outside alr Intake system for combustion
+Heat circulaling system with Ener-Jet-fc heat path
+Energy efflcient sliding glass doors
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winter with a
Preway Super
Energy Mizer®

fireplace.

Declare all-out-war on winter's Icy blast. Enjoy cozy evenings in front of your beautlful—and practical—new Preway fireplace.

* Free chimney package:
+ Chimney assembly (BCA6)
« Two 48" lengths of 8.’ I.D. triple wall pipe
« Flrestop spacer (8FS2)

Win the War on Winter with Preway, and enjoy that nice warm feeling all winter long!
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A nice wanm teeling”

Redford
538-6633

WILLIAMS PANEL BRICK

Fireplace Design Center
27303 W. 8 Mile (2miles W. of Telegraph Rd.)

Redford, Mich, 48240

Salo ends December 31, 1988

Clarkston
625-7275

Wayne State Univeysity;s College of
Lifelong Learning dnnounces the
opening of its newelt &ducation - :
center at ihe Beniley Center In
Livonia. Now, quallly educationat*,
opportunities from Michlgan's 45
premler urban univé

10 Youy

Livonia Center. | am interested in:

[ Graduate Courtses

O Undergraduale Courses
O Noncredit Courses

0 Evening Courses

O Weekend Courses

In Livonia, call 284-5335, of, é_ig

. coupon below. -
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Send me more Information on Wayne State University's

Clip and mail fo:
Wayne State Universlty
College of Lifslong Learning
6004 Cass, Room 250 -
Detroit, MI 48202
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