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state convention, 5A
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If you have a news item, fea-
ture story idea or an action pic-

ture with a Far aret

Monday, August 25, 1986

Scheduling of meetings rapped

‘There was no intent at
all (to prevent
residents from
commenting before
the planning
commission).’
— Dan Potter
special services director

conncection, send a note 1o our
downtown office at 33263 Grand
River, Farnington 48024,

TAKE note, Farmington
Hills resldents.

Beeause of construction of
the new police facitity and
related site improvements to
the front of the city hall, the
regular payment dropbox on
the cast wall of the courtyard
has become inaccessible.

In order to continue offering
this convenience of an after-
hours dropbox for taxpayers 16
avoid the 4.5 percent penalty
due Sept, 3, a temporary yellow
dropbox has been installed on
the south parking lot, southwest
of the entrance doors into city
hall from the south parking lot.

As an aid 1o fInd the dropbox,
follaw direction slgns at city
hall drive entrances.

ARTISTIC endeavors.

Christina Eldredge of
Farmington Hilts attended
painting and mixed media
workshops during {he summer
youth program at Michlgan
Technological Unlversity,
Houghton.

The Farmingten Harrison
Hign Schoo} student
experimented with acryltie,
watereolor and mixed media
painting techniques done both
in a studlo and out-of-doors.

AVIATION explored.

Mare Eldredge of
Farmington Hilis particlpated
in an avlation technology
exploration during Michigan
Technological Unlversity's
summer youth program.

The Farmington Harrison
High Schoot student learned
about aircraft components and
controls, weather forecasts and
flight navigatien,

CHANGING
represcntation.

The Farmington Dispatcher/
Clerks have ¢lected to change
their representation for
collective bargaining.

The majority of union
members petitioned the
Michigan Departinent of
Labor’s Employment Labor
Commisslon ta hold an clection
to conslder a change in .
representation,

As a result, the Farmingten
Dispateher/Clerks will now be
represented by the Police
Officers Associatlon of
Michigan,

“Siuce the current contract
between the assoclation and the
clty expired on June 30, 1986,
we would expect the bargaining
to begln in the near future In an
cffort to reach a new
agreement with this unit,”
wrote City Manager Robert
Deadman In a report to the city
council.

SIGNUP sct.

Regular registratlon for the
fa)l semester at Oakland |
Cammunity College's Orchard
Ridge Campus will be held
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m, Tuesday-
Wednesday, Sept. 2-3, aceording
to an alphabetical schedule,

Cinsses begin Thursday, Sept.
4.

FOOTNOTES: One ycar
ago this week — Little Caeser’s
offer of $3.5 million beat out
three ather arca developers for
the purchage of almost 329
acres on lhe southwest corner
of 12 Mlle and Drake roads
owned by the Farmington
Public Schools,

He makes
the signs

motorists
pass by

By Janico Brunson
staf writer

“Tina always gets taken. Can't
make cneugh of them. They go
fast.”

A person? A pet? In this in-
stance, Tina s a street sign and the
person doing the talking Is Paul
Sweeney, 42, official maker of
stree ns for Farmington Hills.

A w, {riendly man, Sweency
greeted his 14-year-old son,
in a telephinne call that momentari-
Iy Interzupted the interview with

“Shean, ma' man. How's it goin'?
Talk to the lady.” Sweeney thrust
the phone to within a foot of the
.reporter and jokingly urged a con-
versation betseen reporter and
Doy
Sweeney was @ one-man sign op-
eration until 14 months ago when
“Mul joined him. Both are em-
of the city’s Department of
Service and It is their re-
sponsibility 1o provide all regulat-
ing, warning and guide signs on
¢ 8 following directives of
refer to as their Bible,
»fanual of Uniform
Traffic Control Devices.
ney was the first man in the
cars ago. Before that, city
ere contracted to the coun-
obody had any Idea what the

STREET SIGNS are made with
die-cut letters that are heat-ap-
plied 1o the sign in a huge oven
cquipped  with  enormous  light
buibs. “I used to have normal vi-
ston unti) 1 got into this,” Sweeney
said.

Buo driver Murphy Ayres in the Fnrmi;\glnn Public Schoola bus yard.
¢ o

Farmington, Michlgan

By Joanne Mollszowsk}
stafl writar

One man stormed out the doar.

Others, residents near Farmingion
Hills' planned athletle park, were
chagrined but continued di sing
modified park plans with city offi-
cials,

What surprised residents was that
while they were attending the spe-
clal mecting Thursday, Farminglon
Hills planning commissioners were

meeting  simultaneously  with an
agenda that included park plan site
review,
The angry man accused Speclal
Services Director Dan Potter of
Ing the 3
meeting at the same time planning
commissioners were meeting so pub-
fic comment could aat be made.
Potter and some members of the
Farmington Parks and Recreation
Commissien denied the man's accu-
sations, telling him he had enough

E

Paul Sweeney was a one-man sign operation until 14 months
ago. He and another Department of Public Service employee

He noticed the effeet on his vi-
sion after about five years on the
Job.
Sweeney developed the eraft of
sign making through Initiative, vis-
iting operations in other cities and

taklng specialized courses spon-
sored by Michigan State Universl-
ty. But he sald the best teacher has
been “drying lo improve on mis-
takes."

Admittedly, there have been a
few. Most arise from misspellings
contalned in property description
maps submitted to Oakland County
by contractors. Sweeney's job Is to
copy the name cxactly as It is wrlt-
ten on the map — and that can

School bells

Farmington classes resume next week

e photo

44 Pages

time 10 reach planning commission-
ers with a comment.
“There was no Intent at all {to pre-

inaton Gbserver

Twenty-Flve Cents

DESPITE THE resident's
tlons, the special meeting w:
cluded before planning com

vent from be
fore the planning commisslon),”
Potter said.

Planning commissioners Thursday
approved a site plan, with some ml-
nor revisions, for the 15-acre athlelic
park on the northwest corner of 13
Mite and Farmington roads. Con-
struction Is expected 1o begin this
fall.

are’' r for

ers 1heir lengthy g .
Park site plan review was the last
item on commissioners’ agenda,
“There were no residents there,”
city planner Ed Gardiner said
Scheduling both meetings simiulia-
neously was not Intentionul. Parks
and recreation commissieners about

Pleaso turn to Page 2

RANDY BORST/stalt photograpnor

P g all
guide signs on Farmington Hills streets.

sometimes be wrong.

Local residents are quick to in-
form him when he has made an er-
ror. Perhaps the most signliicant
call was {rom a member of the lo-
cal histerical soclety, New re-
search revealed “Halstead” was
not meant to contain an “a." The
correction was made on the 30 or
so slgns that are needed (o identi{y
the street in Farmington Hills,

Clarenceville Public Schools up-
date: Page 6A.

By Casoy Hans
stafl wrlter

Farmington students will be
greeted next week with a new super-
intendent, 15 administrative staff
changes, 30 new teachers, and a ma-
Jor bullding improvement program.

School begins in Farmington Pub-
lic Schools next weck with a teach-
ers' work day Tuesday, Sept. 2, af-
ternoon half-days on Wednesday,
Sept. 3, and the flrst full day of
school on Thursday, Scpt. 4.

The past few months were active
ones as new Superintendent Graham
Lewls took the helm July 1, and
swept through the district’s adminis.
tratlve structure making major
changes.

Central office staff and building
principals were atready briefed on
the changes. Olher cmployees must
walt for the start of school to learn
of the changes in more detall, Lewis
sald,
Newly appointed to assistant su-
perintendent posts durlng the sum-
mer were former speclal

warning and

NOT ALL errors are accidental.
In an cffort to prolong the life of
slgns with popular names, Sweency
will purposely make an error. Two
years ago, he reversed an “a” in
Patricla, The sign, once stolen as
often as weekly, has been up two
years. “People don't want them if
they're wrong.”

Sweeney recalls one sign he re-

Plgase turn to Page 2
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Your Observer
Carrlar  will o

* stopping by this week to
calloet for tho month. Ploaso
hava the money ready ano
bo suro to got your racelpt.
It's worth & $2.00 discount
on tho next classitied
advortisement you placo In

supervisor Mary Lou Ankele in spe-
cial services and newcomer Judith

your
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