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By Tom Hondorson
statt writer

An Oakland County judge may be
the first in the state to order drunk
drivers as part of their probation to
install Breathalyzer units on thelr
cars, which hook Into the ignition. If
the drivers can’t prove thele sobric-
ty. they can't start their cars,

Judge James Sheehy of the third
division of the 52nd District Court in
Rochester Hills thinks the practice
wil spread among the judiciary, but
at least some fellow judges are tak-
ing & wait-and-sce attltude.

*“About 80 percent of our eascs are
drinking related,” sald Sheehy, who
has ordered the devices five times
since July 1 In cases involving re-
peat offenders, “They call district
court drinking court. Nearly all
our are drinking related,
whether it's assault and batteries,
domestic trouble, larcenles while
drunk or 10 support drinking habits,
tninors in possession or drunk driv-
ing.

“Yesterday, for example, there
were pleas of guilty to eight or nince
drunk-driving offenses . . . In our
commiunity, the biggest prodlem is
unlerage drinking and driving. All
you have 10 do is ga down to the cor-
ner and the kids are there drinking
Canadian beer. Stroh's Isn’t good
cnough for them.”

SHEENY SAID the Breathalyzer
devices are the same as those used
by local police, with the. exception
that they hook into the car's igaition.
He said they are marketed by a Colo-
rado firm, Guardian Interlock Sys-
tems Inc. Sheehy said that while he
thinks he is the fi judge in Michi-
gan to order their use, they are
in use by courts in Cincinnati, Day-
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Auto unit tests driver sobriety

‘They're for people
with two or more
convictions who
probably shouldn’t be
driving at all, but in
light of their work
situation you want
them to keep their job
and protect society at
the same time.’

— Judge James Sheehy

ton and Maryland.

Sheehy said the: cost of units is
$456 a ycar, including lease fees, pa-
per work, and periodic checks to re-
calibrate them and make sure they
haven't been tampered with, He said
the gullty pay those costs as pari of
thelr probation.

“I'm not poing to say cverybody
(who is guilty of drunk driving)
should get one, That's not right,” sald
Sheehy, “They're for peapie with two
or more convictions who probably
shouldn't be driving at all, but in
light of their work situation you
want them to keep their Job and pro-
tect soeiety at the same time.”

Sheehy predicted the use of the de-
vices would become widespread. He
said more courts would begin order-
ing their use, parents would have
them installed on the family car te
make sure (hefr kids don't drive
while intoxicated and that compa-
nies would put them on company
cars to reduce their liability., =

“This Is golng to be hot,” said
Sheehy.

He said the devices are color
coded — green for safe, yellow for
caution and red for no-go. He said
the red level can be set at from .05
to .07 pereent blood alcoliol. In Mleh-
igan, a hlood-alcohol level of .08 car-
ries a presumptlon of impalred driv-
ing and o level of .10 carrles a
presumption of drunk driving.

“Alcohol is like a fir .

lem,” Brang sald. “I've been a judge
fer move than 17 years, now, and for
cvery death case by way of murder,
I sec 20 cases where drunks have
kilted people. The real problem In
Redford Is not the guy with a gun,
it's the drunk driving down the strect
m:h two tons of metal. He's our
er.”

JUDGE ROBERT BRZEZINSKI
of the 161h Distrlet Court in Livonta
doubts the machines will be effec-
tive,

“It just sounds llke someone sell-
Ing something to me," he sald Frl-
day, “Whal's to stop someonc who's
been drinking from paylng someone|
a buck or two to blow in it for him?

“And I don't know what the rami-
ficatfons are as far as expenses, I
don't know If it docs any damage to|
the car. At thls point I don’t know
without studying it further, As I say,
there are other things you have to
take into conslderation.” .

Brzezinskl will get a chance to
study it further next week when the|
state district court judges have thelr
annual meeting In Gaylord, Accord-

O&E editors win
national awards

The Observer & Eccentrlc News-
apers recently won four awards in
the Natlonal Newspaper Association
National Better Newspaper Contest,
Brad Emons, editor of the sports
scctlons In Livonia, Redford, West-
land and Garden City, recelved sec-
ond place In sporis sections. Emons
has worked at the O&LE for nlne

cars.

Jeanne Whitlaker, editor of the
suburban Nfe editlens in Blrming-
ham and West Bloomileld, was
awarded third place for lifestyle sec-
tions.

Whittaker has been an editor at
the O&E for nine years,

Also recognized were the West
Bloomfleld Eccentrie, which
recelved an honorable mentlon for
best use of process color, and Jim
Hughes, former editor of the sporis
sections in Rochester and Troy.

Judith Doner Berne Is cditor of the
West Bloomtleld Eccentrlc.

Hughes recelved an honorable
mention In the sports section calego-
ry. Hughes resigned carller this year
to accept a job In the public relatlons
department at Henry Ford Hospital.

The OLE entrics were among
more than 3,000 received in the na-
tional contest.

Construction to start
next month on 911

Continued from Page 9

would have to be made before it
would be effective,

IN OTHER BOARD action, the
Col

Ing to Sheechy, a repr or
Guardian Intertock will make a
presentation about {he devices.

nancing was approved for a 1:.6‘mll-
lion offlee and retail bullding project

said Sheehy. “You don't know when
1t's going ta go off.”

JUDGE ROBERT BRANG of the
17th District Court in Redford is one
of those waiting and seeing.

“Maybe I'd order it at some point,
but fer now you have to conslder it a
novel approach,” he sald. *I want to
walt for more results. You have to
consider he costs and the reliability
of the instrument. It certainly is
something to eensider. We're inter-
ested in anything that would help.

“Alcohal is the No, 1 drug prob-

In the is
skeptlcal of the need for drunk drlve
ers to drlve, anyway.

“You want to know the greatest
cure for unemployment?” he asked.
“Get "em into court for scntenclng.
People who haven't warked for
years, the minute you're ready (o
sentence them, they've suddenly got-
ten hired yesterday and they nced
thelr car, It's amazing”  ~—

Anyone wanting Information on
the Breathalyzer devlees can wrile
Guardian Interlock at 1003 Grant
Street, Denver, Colo, 80203, or cail 1-
303-831-6123.

Registration
set at OCC

Regutar registration for the 1986
fall semester at Qakland Community
Collegie will be 9 2.m. 1o 8 p.m. Sept.
2.3 according 10 an alphabetical

s begin Thursday, Sept.d.

Students may register at any one
of the following OCC campus loca-
tions: the Auburn Hills Campus in
Auburn Hills (853-4200); the Uigh-
land Lakes Campus in Union Lake
(360-3000); the Orchard Ridge Cam-
pus in Farmington Mills (471-7500)
and the Southcast/Royal Oak Cam-
pus in Roya) Oak (967-5700).

Applications for the 1986 fall se-
mester are being accepled, New stu-
dents should contact the admissions
counselor at the campus of their
choice for a schedule of classes and
Information on admission proce-
dures.

OU to host
job seminar

A frec job opportunities seminar,
focusing on the iccounting assistant
paraprofession, will be held at 7:30
pam, Tuesday, Sept. 9, by the Oak-
land University Diviston of Continu-
ing Education.

To make reservations for the sem-
inar to be held on the Rochester
campus, call 380-3120, between 8
a.m.and 8 p.m., weekdays.

Individuals who seck new carcers
or necd to update office skllls, will
hear about job opportunitics from

of Qakland's
assistant program. Employers will
learn about courses specifically
geared 1o help develop and maintain
accounting and financial records for
their businesses.

Information about OU’s 15-month
cvening program, starting its fall
term on Sepl. 22, will be available to
participants. Admlssion to the pro-
gram s not required to take selected
individual courses, praviding qualifl-
cations are met far the courses.

DNR issues
fishing report

The Michigan Department of Nat-
ural Resources, figuring local an-
glers need all the help they can get
ta make the most of dwindling day-
time fishing, has issued its fishing re-
port for District 14, which is most of
southeasiern Michlgan.

OAKLAND COUNTY

All Oakland County lakes arc
yielding fale amounts of paniish.
Large largemouth bass and blg erap-
ples are hopplng in Lower Pettibone

Lake.
MACOMB AND ST. CLAIR COUN-
TIES

Pike are snapping bait In St
John's Marsh ncar the northeast
shore of Lake St. Clair and good
catches of smallmouth bass are
being made in Anchor Bay. Harson's
Istand is the best bet far panfish.

in
The 40,000-square-foot bullding, to
be known as the Rochester Gallerla,

will be bullt on Maln Sreet between
Second and Third.

Of the $3.6 million nceded for the
project, $3 wlll be financed by low-
cost bends,

It s estimated that the project
wlll generate 100 permanent jobs.

‘The general partners In the
project are C.W. Schaeider of Bir-
mingham and Willlam Mitzelfeld of
Rochester.

INSURANCE REPAIRS
Store Hours
Mon.-Sat.
8:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

"FURNITURE STRIPPING & REFINISHING

FREE Pick-up and Delivery

MICHIGAN RESTORATION SPECIALISTS

542-4110
21620 Coolldge Hwy.
Oak Park, M1 48237
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Perfectly.

Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Farmington 1ills
10 Mile Rd. at Midd!ebelt

Madison Heights
465 West 12 Mile Road
(East off 1.75)

Troy:
3801 Rochester Road

Royal Oak:
3903 N. Woodward

Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

(%4 mile south of Wattles Rond)

(Between 13 Mile and 14 Mile Roads)

Uncle Ed knows your time is valuable. That’s why he insists his
people service your car and get you back on the road in 10 minutes.

But Uncle Ed also knows your caris valuable. That's why he
insists that all twelve Uncle Ed's services be donc only one way:

So, from now on, you won't have to choose between having
your car serviced {ast and having your car serviced right.
Because at Uncle Ed's you get both. Everytime.

¢ Checkoil s Check & fill batlery

+ Change oil filter » Check & [ill differentlal

» Lubrication . « Check air filter

« Check & {ill brake fluld » Check & {11l windshield washer flul
« Check & fil} power steering fluld »Check& fill air in tires .
o Check & fill r ission fluid o Clean windshield

% | Qminore R
_0IC GHANGE "\

MasterCard
and Visa
Welcome

do it fast.We do it right. -

In just 10 minutes, Uncle Ed’s will:

Valid only at Uncle Ed's Oil Shoppe

$3.00

One coupon'pee purchase. Good only theu Sept. 8, 1986
OIL SHOPPE »
Troy: .

3801 Rochester Road

(%4 mile south of Wattles Road)
Royal Onk:

3903 N. Woodward

(Between 13 Mile and 14 Mile Roads)
_-----_—---——-—-‘

Farmington Hills

10 Mile Rd. at Middlebelt
Madison Heights:

465 West 12 Mile Road
(East ofl I-75)
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