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Hills forums turn spotlight on park’s development

Continued from Pago 1

twe weeks carlier scheduled the spe-
ctal meetlng with residents without
knowing planning commisstoners
were alse scheduled to review the
site plan on the same evening, Potter
said.

Yet, according to planning staff,
site plan review was not scheduled
{or planning commission discussion
until at least three days before
Thursday's regularly scheduled
meeting. Commission agendas are
planned at the beginning of each
month, Park site plan review was in-
cluded on the latest of two agenda
addendums.

When he realized the site plan
would be discussed at both meetings,
Potter said he assumed there would
be no problem because the plar had

. been modified to accommodate resi-

dents' concerns voiced at a mecting
in June.

BASED ON the planning commis-
sion-approved plan, the athletie park
will include two baseball/sofiball
fields and two soccer fields. In the
fall, the two ball fields can be used
for soccer. Originally, the plan

called for three soccer fields. The
parking lot’s size has been daubled to

. accommodate 180 cars.
“The last time you were here, a lot
of your comments were registered,”
Parks and Rec issi

Lion C¢

“We have no plans for lighting,
This is not a facility that will be used
by adults,” Potter sald. “The park
will be controlled. There will be only
one entrance to the park and it wikl
be closed at the appropriate time in
the evenlng.™

RESIDENTS WANTED a written
guarantee that the eity would not
change the park, such as by adding
lighting in the future, but clty offi-
clals declined. One parks and recre-
ation commissioncr called residents
request an “unrealistic expectatlon.”

Ttesidents also asked for a six-
fool-high fence around the park,
rather than the the four-foot-high
fence shown on the modified plan.
Although parks and recreation com-
missioners were uncertaln about the
height, planning commissioners re-
quested the higher fence,

Planning commnissioners also re-
quested increased landscaping near
the parking lot and that the plan
show a walkway leading to the park
from a neighborhood on the west,
even though there is no intentlon to
develop the path, Gardiner said,

In rtesponse to requests from
membiers of arca soccer and softbalt
clubs, city officials included on the
plan a concession stand and rest-
roonss,

But that addition drew opposition
from vho J in.

Modifications in the original park
plan that conform to residents’ con-
cerns include the addition of a fence

.+ around the park, fewer fields, a side-
° walk and more landseaping to buffer

the park from adjacent residential
arcas, Putter said.

City officials confirmed that the
park would not be lighted and that
use would be controlled.

stalling a drinking fountain instead.
Planning commisslences, however,
told parks and recreation officials
that while the concession/restrooms
is shown on the plan as only a possl-
v, plans will be required should

the needs of parents and youngsters
who might nced to use the rest-
rooms,” Potter said.
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AT LEFT: This.is the
plan approved by the °
Farmington Hills
Blanni C In. -

' elon for the new ath-
letic park to go in.-
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| near the northwest :
= corner of 13 Mite and
Farmington roada. .
The youth-oriented
park will include soft- .
ball and

fields, which will be .

(CITY OF FARMGTON HILLE

PROPOSED CITY PARK

ready for use next :
spring. The park also
wlll contatn plcnic ta- -
bles. Revenue gener-
ated by passage of a
half-mill exclusively -
for park development
will pay for the .
$310,000 project.

RESIDENTS WERE also con-
cerned about the park’s use. They
asked Potter and Fitzgerald if the
athletic park is considered integral
to youth athletic programs.

“This will be a part of an overall
system,” Patter sald, adding that the
13 Mile fletds wilt be used as exten-
sively as any other.

Continued from Page 1

placed. By the time he returned to
the Department of Public Service
shop, a neighborhood resident was
calling. The sign had already disap-
peared, taken by one of what seems
to be countless admirers of street
sigas.

m doomed," Sweeney said,
when it comes to streets named af-
ter waomen. e hardest sign to
keeg Is “Tina,” but “Sandra™ and
“Elena” present their share of

Signmaking is his specialty

problems, too.

Sweeney has not always been a
sign maker. He is a graduate of
mortuary science from Wayne
State University, a licensed em-
batmer. It Is work he deseribes as a
scientific art and something to
which he wants to return someday.

A mare complex man emerges
when Sweency speaks of this work.
And of Vietnam. He was drafted at
age 24, "Embalmers were needed,
lot's of us. And we had to be 1l

censed,” he said.

To relax, Sweeney's Idea of a
good time s reading “Scientific
American™ and other such publica-
tions,

Sweeney and his wife, Mary, llve
in Farmington Hills in a home
filled with antiques the couple have
collected over the years. In addi-
tion te thelr son, Shean, they havea
daughter Shannon, 12,

City coun

A Farmington resident was grant-
ed a limited fence variance Aug. 18
after telling the city council the
higher fence was necessary for the
salety of his child.

Lindsay Clay was granted a vari-
ance allowing his installed 6-foat
fence 1o remain “for five years, or
sale of the house, whichever occurs
first,” according to the unanimously
adopted council motion.

His 3-year-old child can apparent-
ly open the bedroom window and
exit the house, and he is concerned
for the child's safety. The family
tives on Orchard Lake Road,

“Thls gives us the abllity to re-
quire the fence to be reduced fo the
original slze if the sltuation
changes,” said Councilman Richard

Tupper.
C i} Arnold C

tion. “It’s a record-keeping thing.”

THE CITY'S ordinance requires a
fence constructed in front of the rear
bullding line be no more than four
feet high, according to a city report.

Both Tupper and Counctlwoman
Shirley Richardson spoke against the
varlance, although they veted in fa-
vor of the motion,

“I think our ordinances are passed
and adopted for a reason,” Tupper
sald, suggesting Clay get a lock for
the window, “To begin to glve . . .
varlances to me is a major consjder-
ation.”

Richardson sald *“we must adhere”
to ordinances. "I'm not sure it should
be a permanent situation.”

The fence ordinance was original-
1y adopted for hetl

cil OKs variances

in making a declslon.”

The Clay's wooden fence was
creeted two months ago by a person
who never got a permit, according to
:nlormm!nn presented at the mect-
ng.

ALSO GRANTED a variance were
the Drakeshire Shopplng Center
tenants, who wlll be altowed to in-
stall temporary signs on their busl-
nesses untit remedeling of the center
is complete.

The councll voted to allow Detroit
Optometric Centers to place a 25-
foot, low pressure, cold-alr balloon
on the Arbor Drug building in down-
town Farmington as a promotiona)
glmmick for 20 days following the
store's grand openling.

tions,” g to Cily Manager

asked, “Who's going to go back in

. five years?” and monitor the situa-

Robert Beadman, “I think you may
wani 1o take (hat into conslderation

The pany plans to open a new
store In the Arbor Druy building In
mld-August, accordng to a spokes-
man.
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Jumping-Jacks.

Mol feet are born perfect. They should stay thet way.
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ORCHARD MALL EVERGREEN PLAZA
Qrchard Lk, Ad, N. of Mapie 12 Mile & Evesgroon
WEST 8LOOMFIELD SOQUTHFIELD
851-5568 5593580
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Eveaiag and Saturday Appolaiments

CLAUDIA MENTON, D.D.S.

announces the opening of a new ofilce

GENERAL DENTISTRY
1d absasenviog patients of PERRY E. BRUNK, D.DSS.
HERITAGE COMMONS OFFICE CENTER
SUITE 105 (% Mtle N. of I.96 Expressway)

422-3666 « 471-4999 .

L A

O Affitlated with Amerlcan

OJ Open 7:30-5:30

A Unique Montessori Program
DBloomfield - Maples
MONTESSORI
6201 W. Maple, West Bloomfield

{1 miio east of Hanry Ford Hosplin)

O ' &full day preschool, kindergarten
O For ages 2%-6 yrs.

Montessorl Society

A wholistic, foyous approach 10 1eaching. Intornational eachers, atfordablo tultion,
ccnveniant hours, A uniquo blond of a rich academic curslculum plus music, art,

Franch, Suzuki violin, camputors, culiural

[[CALL 661-0910 or 477-8621 |

MAKE QUICK WORK OF MINCING CHbRES WITH ELECTRIC MINIL.CHOP ]

A useful addition to any kitchen, this com
effortlessly. in 2.5 seconds. Plasllc container pulls apart
and cleaning. Turns on by twisting the top. Great for small amounts of parsley,
onion, nuts, and coffee beans. Beigelcleal '

Jacobson’s

pact apptiance chops and minces

r. 6V2"H, $26.

for easy emptying

We welcome Jacobson's Charge Card or The ;\meylcan

Shop until 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday

Express' Card.

Uniil 6 p.m, on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday

*+

soccer '



