By Torl Banas
staft writer

Wayne County executive William

- Lucas, the state's first black candi-

date for governor, became the Re-
publican Party's ofilclal nominee at
its state Conventlon in Detroit Satur-
day by asklng 1,500 enthusiastic del.
cgates to make the “dream” come
true in November.

It was a convention fucled by a de-
sire to unseat Democratic office-
holder Jim Blanchard and populated
with an emerging grassroots force,
many of whom were promoted by

* the Pro-life, fundamentalist follow-

" ersof the Rev. Pat Robertson,

“We are all one people, one faml.
1y; let us go forward as one and
make that American dream history,”
sald the Harlem-ralsed, life-long cly-
il employee Lucas before a nofsy
Cobo Hall convention center, “Make
nisiery In Mlchigan, history In Amer-
ica.” He then added, eliciting a
stand-up ovatlon, “I believe I will be

* judged by the strength of my charac-

ter and not by the color of my skin.”
INSIDE the clusterings of subur.
ban Detroit Congressional Districts,
even lhose supporters who before
the Aug, 5 primary strongly backed
either Brighton businessman Rich-
ard Chrysler, (particularly popular
among western Wayne contingents),
or “hometown” candidate, Oakland
County CEO Dan Murphy, were now
eager to line-up behind Lucas and his
chosen running mate, 12-year Lans-
ing veteran, state Rep, Colleen En-

" gler of Mount Pleasant,

Also nominated to key posts were

BILL BRESLERY statf photogrepher.

Crchestrated mayhem at the
GOP convention.

Said 17th District Chalrman, Alan
May of Bloomf{ield Township, a for-
mer Murphy man, who was even
more impressed with the Engler fac-
tor: “(Lucas-Engler) is a very viable
combination. Engler, in my opinion,
was the most articulate of the five
{gubernatorial) candidates, nndécnds

Brooks Pattersan, assessing the kind
of campaign the Lucas-Engler palr
would project In the months ahead,
said there was no doubt that the soft-
spoken Lucas would maintaln g
“statesman- above-the-fray”
demeaner and would rely on En.
gler's pugnatious, aggressive cam-
paign style “to carry the mail.”

INDEED, Engler exhibited some
of that tenacity, by announcing to
the delegate crowd, “Let's go get
them this fall. Let's win, win, win”

Most agreed the pair should attack
the Blanchard record, particularly
the 38-percent tax hlke Blanchard
englneered two years ago, though
later turned back,

One delegate, Redford Township's
Tom O'Connell, though, called the
property tax fssue *a cheap shot.

. . .ny reasonable person knows
that it was necessary, That was four
years ago. This is 1986." Instead, he
sald other issues should be ad-
dressed.*

A 17th District delegate, L. James
Hall, 29, and a Lucas In
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Lucas-Engler ticket bouys local delegates

DBILL DRESLER/ staff photographar

An exuberant Bilt Lucas claps hands with running mate Colleen Engler and his plcit for
secretary of stato, Weldon Yeager.

suspending the rules to consider a

Southfleld, sald he has been im-
pressed that “we’ve got a black man
running for governor and everyone
knows Republicans aren't suppose to

not only i ut
well spoken on polltical issues, She is
a good complement to Bill Lucas.*
Echolng that sentiment was Livo-
nla delegate Art Sippola, “It's a for-
ward ticket. Engler I3 a natural; she
brings a lot of enthusiasm and jntel-
lect to the job.” .
Plymouth Township delegate Ken
Hulsing wore a pin, bought by his

Oakland County |
Weldon Yeager as the GOP pick for
scecretary of state to face 13-year in-
cumbent Richard Austin and St
Clahre County prosecutor Robert
Cleland, who will face near 30-year
incumbent attorney general Frank
Kelley.

Yeager, a staunch Lucas support-
er who last year resigned as an Oak.

- land County party finance chairman

‘Sen. Alan “Cropsey withdrew his
from

because of a dispute involving party
favoritism toward Murphy, is con.
sidered capable of financing his own
campalgn, and therefore a good can-

wife, that some

on the Lucas-Engler combination. It
read: “A man of quallty is not threat-
ened by a woman of equality.”

WIN, though, May noted that
Lucas, whose Saturday nomination
‘was particarly noteworthy consider-
Ing he only became a Republican,
switching from the Demcratic party
In May 1985, “will need to show he
can win in (the predominately Demo-
cratic) Wayne County. With Bill Mil-
liken, the rule of thumb to win was
42 percent of Wayne County. That’s
realistic. He should be able to get

didate, sald sources. Cleland, a Lu. that

cas fund-raiser In five countles, was
Lucas' pick after conservatlve state

on

Added another delegate, a retirce
from Redford Township, Orlando
Cerullo: “(Engler} {s an excellent
pick. We should be able to counter

Friday.

“NOW THAT the general election
Is here, I'm very pleased to support
Lucas,” sald Canton Township dele-
gate Loren Bennett, a supporter and
personal {friend of Chrysler's. “The
ticket ks an extremely strong one for
the party. It's refreshing to Iscc the
party open up to new ple, new
faces and (Lucas) s a :yml of that
new flow of people into the p.nrty"'

's pick of (female incum-
bent Lt. Governor) Martha Griffiths
and also her vast experfence In the
leglslature.”

Sald Rochester
Yvonne Strother,
thing we're embarking on, This is an
cxample of the Republican Party
reaching out to broaden the party
base.”

Hills delegate,
“it's a_historic

Oakland County Prosecutor L.
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a black man and 2 wom-
an,” Hall, though, belleves today's
GOP platform does address milnori-
ty'sand women’s needs by “holding
down taxes and promoting good
common values.”

MEANWHILE, In the four-mem-
ber Garden City caucus, of the 15th
Congressional District, caucus chafr-
man Richard Masiarak sald of Lu-
cas-Engler, “I love 'em both,” Add-
Ing, “Just take a look at what he
(Luccas) has done in Hines Park
slnce he's been in.”

Added another Garden City dele-
gate, Robert Stevenson, “I think it's -
asure bet,”

Party unity was a theme, and one
repeated by former Governor
George Romney, who looked thinner
and more snow-capped than in early
days. He called Lucas “a consensus
candidate.” He satd Blanchard was
now vulnerable. “He’s claimed too
much. He's done a snow job on the
state of Michigan. And I know a
brainwashing campalgn.”

The so,called and much anticipat-
ed Robertson Influcnce on Satur-
day's convention had impact In the
selection of GOP nomlnees to educa-
tlon posts, though failed to get a two-
thirds conventlon approval for

school-based

clinles that help teach birth control
measures. Some said they regarded

the Issue as a “test vote” for the Ro-
bertson followers who guessed they

made up 40-45 percent of the dele-
gates

One Robertson supporter from
Wayne County said he wasn’t disap-
pointed, though, because he believes
the Pro-life, Catholic Lues, can be
counted on to keep so-called state in-

trusion out of family llfe.

Party notable Richard Headlce, a
Farmington Hills insurance cxecu-
tive, said the floor fight gave the
conventlon “some exeltement, If 1
get home too carly today, I've got to
maw the lawn,” he quipped.
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20% OFF All Regular Priced
Leotards - Tights - Legwarmers

10% OFF All Dance Shoes
PLUS up to 50% OFF

Selected Dance Wear

SALE DATES
Fri., Avg, 22, 1986
Sat,, Aug. 30, 1986

SPECIAL SALE
HOURS:
Mon., Tues., Wed, 10.00.3:30

Thurs., Eri. 1000-7:30
Sat. 10:00-5:00

L’yn_aﬁ’i INC.

336t Third 393 Howard 26732 Dequindre
Wyandocte, Michigan ~ Destborn, Mickigan Warren, Michigen
Ezz {313) 281.8108 (319) $63- 31425 {313) 7511780

You are invited to attend
the Michigan Eye Institute
Cataract Focus Group

At the Cataract Focus Group,
you will meet the doctors, staff and
former patients of the Michigan Eye Institute,
hnd "learn about new techniques to restore cataract
impaired vision. A complimentary light lunch will
be served, and information will be provided
for you to take home.

Tuesday * September 9 ¢ 12:00 Noon

MICHIGAN EYE INSTITUTE

29877 Telegraph Rd., Suite 100, Southfield

For reservations, please call Stephanie Rubin at 357-3560,
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A Michigan Family Reunion.

Of course Aunt Sara loved the invitation. Who wouldn't
like fecling so special that someone had the Governor invite
them for a visit. And really, don’t worry about hurting anyone’s
feelings because Governor Blanchard will invite as many

* people as you'd like to have come. Plus they'll get lots of
information on why Michigan is such a wonderful place to -
spend a vacation. There'll even be a little something in the mail
for you — like a copy of Michigan's Travel Planner. That way,
you'll know all the when'’s and where’s of whats happening in
Michigan. Who knows, between you and the Governor; this
may turn out to be Michigan’s best reunion ever.

Call toll free

1-800-MICH150.
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fFree
- travel information sent
. (withavery invitation. ~

" Fill out this coupon and semd to:
Michigan Kamily Reunfon
2.0, Box 23159
Detroit, M) 48232

i
A Michigan

- Family Reunion.
Send our invitation to:
Sume
Address
Pocay
On behalf ol our fomil:
Name
Address”
City

State Zip

State Zip

sevrres

A Michigan Ramily Reunion.




