" Waednesday, October 7 1870
Does Board
‘Need Retreat
To Discuss
Problems?

By TIM RICHARD

Obumr Nmpapen

Communlty‘ Papers Do Best
To Serve Thezr Communmes

It's common for people whose
work involves a lot of decisions
to want to “gét away from- the
hustle and bustle” and-do some
long-range planning -and thinking *
in seclusion.

N . . But only in the Livonia School
[ ' ‘ I R X . District has it become a political

celebrate. 1f oaldand Cottity’s the present actasa to  Serving communities like South- - issue. .
gift to statewide politics, s;mydy -of the city. is near 68,000. ‘people living in Southfield. field. war?gg l;t:latn:omt;?nz }:i;c{xdaiat;: .
Levin, -wants to cut the state }has a city hall, a city The radio and TV stations Inn the weekend Foct % fora
budget, there's one place to'start.  council, an effective city admin- have the same problems, but only 2%day’ “skull session,” and

In any event, this week is istration, a board of education . more so, since there are-so many immediately found itself the ob- -
National Newspaper Week. . . ..--and numerous schools in the of them that no one can concen- And we like to think that to 5 " crmz,sm and sarcasri,

And, predicfably, we who .-school system two big shopping trate on Sauthfield news and in-  the degree thal we ‘serve the ) Ore issue is the cost-—$i$ a
hold the megaphones of free centers and many- more of formation and still with. hat ity -

benefits, day per person for .seven elected
speech are being urged by our all the others. be ;el“ tﬁ;‘t“;fu:l?d b:t,t.g:,les ".Sw Sy e DT o e e erted

P
|
i

inter. squalls of snow, '
er whxtely onto that dns- ) | We seek to do so.in accord- -
ance with the highest standards

Press releases, announcin,
g of professionalism we can attain.

lesk
National Pickle Week. Or: Na-
fial ‘Cigar :Smoking Week: Or’
an Coho. Salmon: Week. I.
t received. one an-
ing. National Be. Good to

" smaller size, a lively social and LY ihe it
reeToed Sloths Week, -but 1 ~ journalistic peers to trumpet artlstli life: In short, Southfield - ut.we in the  community i : th
4 i . For i administrators. Qnother 'is the
only assume it's not far off. . forth the good word about the vir- - -and the other suburban communi :i:sgsge;cﬁs\?eg:;rmfl:nf:ﬁfabcy us, that's the meaning of length of time; ondimember fears

“ties served by this organization — National Newspaper- Week. -
has all|the attributes of a blg city .
in its ofwn right.

For if .you took Suulhfxeld
and p}unked it down somewhere
away from the Detroit metropoli--

hat the flacks expect
with these thmgsr isn’t
tUsually there -isn’t| any-
ing .on lor:ally to: mark

tues of the free press, how it's -
essential to the democratic proc-
ess, that it's- constantly:threat-
. ened by the- forces of darkness,
“etc., ete.

. Funny thmg It's true

. people will be getting on each
othier’s nerves after 2% days and
suggests the session be shorter.

* * *

. ‘'THESE ARE nuts-and-bolts- -

Just Anqther American Dream?

TRUE AS EAR as this news-

tan area; it would have a big city
status, |. cumplete with its own

difficulties, however, and the real
question is whether - the board
needs suchi a skull séssion at all. -

tber-‘ "paper is' concerned, .in a special - "daily. newspaper and radmf and

1t would be short- slghted ina

sort of way.- "o/ TV stations.. e et
| but ‘Thisis a cammnnity néwspa- THAT'S WHERE a newspa- fggeg etgz‘s:h ;Ergff; a ‘;overn-
le, = per. 1t serves a.suburban com- per like this one comes in, y

mental agency thé kinds of tech- .
niques that business has. If busi- .
ness uses computers, why should
schiools be. confined to adding
machines? If business finds that -

* heavy-duty carpeting.is easier to

- maintain and deadens sound, why
can’t a classrooin or school office
be carpeted, to0?”

* Churches have long sponsored -
“retreats” for spiritual purposes.
A person gets away from routine
to think, read, meditate, pray,
examine his conscience and fig-
ure out where in heaven, earth or
hell be’s going.

Business picked up the 1dea,
and ‘even corporations of modest
-size find it's good for decision-
making executives to-be able to -
spend a few days out of the office
and do-some -long-range thinking
about corporate goals.

Even organized labor, for
pete’s sake, is doing it. That.s -
part of what that UAW Black
Lake campis all about. .

Shouldn’t a school board .be

" alfowed to do the same—espe-

. cially a school board whose ballot
proposals have been so: consist-
_ently and rousingly rejected by

=

still -the -press releases’
rned .out in‘a steadily in-
g stream, . leadmg

‘mnity; located near the City of . . try.to do the job for the
Detroit bit separate from it, part ~community of Southfield — or any.
of a huge metropolitan-complexin*  dther dommunity we serve ~ that

n Michigan but sepa-, no-other organization can.

rate from it, too.. l THe big Detroit dallies do 2

Take Southfield as an exa _good job; but they have to think’

| about Detroit and the entire met-

Accordmg to the 1970 censs - ropolitan area. They simply can’t

) egrees That Yaluable ?

hostage, beat up a teacher, burn a
building or disrupt classes.
It should be brought home to
professors ‘they're lessening the
1mponance of a-degree every
time they turn over their classes
to less capable subordinates to
spend the bulk of their time writ-
ing for, various journals or work-
ing for. industry or the federal
government.

than a grain of truth. But his
view may not be the last word -
yet.

NI t
llege. degrges useless?”’
the headline in a recent
the Detroit News over a

Tty Russell Kirk, |nafional
urhist. Kirk believes ¢ a college

s fast becoming medning-

s an indicator of dcademic
roficiency and he makes several
téresting points.”

There are stili a good many
idealistic kids who set off for col-
lege with the idea of expanding
their - minds through academic,
. cultural and spiritual growth. But
* a 'growing minority-are going to

the university,.not for an educa-
. tion, but strictly for a degree.

says too miany
nd

ge a .
Tevelation, not by study ~ And there are many radicals and It}'should also’ be brought J__—__iackle Klein Writes: the. electorate? Wouldn’t it do
ht. He decl the— non-learners, it .’;ppears,hwhlo ?re hoarrl:.e 0 th: profeisors thesybxl'e them some good to meditate on
bg number of not even attending school for. making. a degree less credible lp their defeats, lick their ‘wounds .
vand - clective -grograms - that. - . -+ - .every fime they persist in cram- One Onder S ust What and figure out a way to regain

ming down the throats of students
their pet social, ecunomxc or pol-
itical theory. .

- - s e %

ie_dégree an even poorer public cm-nfu:lence7
er of adult competance.

A MOST ARGUMENTS favor
letting a decision-making body
“blow its mind,” as the kids say,

“and equip itself mentally to make

* decisions under pressure later on.

.- It is these. latlex' people who
are going to get a rude jolt when
they leave their ivory tower and
enter the outside, realistic world
of work. They’re going to find out AND ADMINISTRATORS
that the boss who has to meet a ~MUSt be made to understand
Lhey’re belittling a degree every

Insurance Does Cover

with a paint brush and a can of
paint to fix my car.
That was the last accident

«+He asserts we. are isuffering
ovéremphasis on academic _
_that- dlscnmmates

1 read somewhere that Amer-
icans are the most heavily in-
sured suckers — oops, I mean

butll . payroll and make.a profit could eople — of any country in the -reported, because it’s cheaper to i
ha A u‘:,.:;’ém’;ls" ac Q”the cate less about who has a degrée’ xme they . meet unjus.tlgied stu- gvor‘].d 1 believe ilt ry kegp it from t'llle x:zsurzncepcom- But the analogy is less than
i the job’s not belng done. .7 dent and faculty activity with This makes insurance one of  pany. . -perfect. - .
eistates that c = appea.SPment, permissiveness and the biggest busmesses in the- A school board is a public .
ivd has It's about time someone lowering of academic standagds. e e body. Its decisions are public pol-

schooling from age
- dulled the minds of many degree-
old: hd he par-
nts o -let - their kids| work or
“travel, if that’s their bag, rather
“than 'grudgmg]y attend " college
- imnd become 1deolug1ca| ‘malcori-

world, but to hear them tell it,

they .get gypped ‘out of every.
nickel by unscrupulous ‘custom-
ers.’

tipped off the radical, the non-

-learner ‘and the degree idolater ™
:that his sheepskin is only ‘a bos- -
"' seat ticket to the ball game, If he
can’t perform, he’ll fast find him-
self relegated to the bleachers — -

|ONCE 1 BURNED a hole in
mylfur coat: I called the insir~
ance’ adjuster, who came out,
gave me a daulmg smile and
asked “When did it happen?”’
Just tast month,” T replled
‘“But that was June and it

,icy. Added up, the individual de-
cisions a school board makes on
building sizes, administrators, -
curficilum and so on~these deci-
sions add up to a philosephy of
education,

- A pnblic body should be’| pre—

Some rebellion - and\jnstabil-

canj bé expected of sgne col-

lege students. After all, y are .
not yet physically. or mentally
‘mature, And most have not expe-
rienced the vast-number of prob-
_ lems and situations that -have

Telling like eally is, it's
like. pulling a mouthful of im-
pacted wisdom h to get'a
nickel out of thes

ts or marijuana addlcts.-

.or even put out of the park.:
P

The  kids should réa]ize

they’re making their degree less
precious.every time they take a

)
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_degrees

_ tion co
contract after nine months of -

confropted their elders. But -
. there’s|no éxcuse for the adults at
our colleges not to provide a good
example and sound leadership.
4 All too often this they fail to
o. ;
" . Specific reference is made to
the redent fiasco at Schoolcraft
College. Despite their profusion of
and supposed « wisdom,
ulty and the admmlstra-
1d not hammer out a labor

the fa

" a colle

L

1

" negotiating- and thus delayed the

start of school for a'month,
In| additi the

The. pay as:you go plan
works fine, as long as you don’t
have to -collect. Of course, ac-
cording to the insurance sales-
men, you never pay, you save.
But in reality you're paying out
so_much money to take care_of
your future that you Te starvmg
in-the present. .

You might as well| believe i in
the hereafter, because you're
probably insured for that too. -

T e

THEY SAY MOST ‘accidents
occur -close to ‘hore ‘and it’s a

good thlng. because with all the-

were smbjected to the spe&acle of
the fachity using the strike‘as a
platform to promote partisan pol-

_ itical candidates.

- This type of conduct d§es lit-
tle to ¢

enhance the presuge of a
co]lege degree.

1f, las-columnist Kirk implies,”
llege degree is becotning use-
less, then changes in.the process

.- of -higher  education must be

made.
made

And those changes can be
nly by the students, the

.teachexls and-the college adminis-

trators| It'll be solely up to thém
to determine whether a college
degree|is worth more than just
the paper it's printed on.

you have to pay you
can’t afford to travel. .

" Once my car was hit while
parked near my house. I was told
repairs would cost $250. I had $100
deductible, so I called-the insur-
ance company, which was my
first mistake. -

“Just- glve me $150 and Il
be satisfied,” I offered. I remem-
bered all the commercials I'd
seen where a guy had an accident
and was pinned under the car and
the adjuster was handing his
money underneath the car. X

Six months later'I get can-
celed for being careless, my pol-
ley goes up 5500 and the insur-
ance company sends over a guy

was. too hot to wear-a fur coat;”’
he pointed-out oh a note of vie-

tory. .
“Well it might bave been in’

March,” I recnnsldered

.~ “Sorry, .we only pay- ior-
‘things that happened within the

last month,” said he smugly.

‘They canceled my : -hole‘in-
the—éur coat msurance and it still
hasn’t been fixed.

\Once I reported a’theft and ’

they cancéled me out because
they said I was careless and-
should have “stayed home and
guarded my belongi

. pared, therefore, to operate in a .
goldfish bowl.:It should be pre-
pared to accept scrutiny from the
publie. “If you can’t stand the
beat,” Harry Truman used to
say, “‘get out of the kitchen,” *
From personal experience,
this writer has learned to be sus-
picious of public agencies on're- .
treat. The classic case oceurred *.
when the Western Michigan Uni-
versity board, composed of pil-
lars of the state’s industrial and
philanthropi¢ community, held
such a retreat at Walden Woods -

. m Qakland County, conducted a

s e

" STATISTICS PROVE that
women live longer than men. The
reason: is, men work themselves
to death to pay for their life in-

surahce. When a man dies, every.

bodg asks, “How did he leave his

I an insurance company
asked someone to do a study on
!h easibility ‘of ]owermg prem-

, he'd: probably sit ‘on it for
u:reé years and they'd make him
vice president. :

1f you want to keep the insur-
ance companies happy, don’t

.smoke, drink, eat, drive a car, or

fly. Just take your policies and
lock yourself in the closet.

. either.

: I Sense And .

hi routine b meet-
ing open to the press-and then -
. made a sneak decision, without a
chance for public comment, to
close University High School,

Livonia’s “skull session’ idea -
isn’t all-bad, and it isn’t all-good

Nonsense I

The grand defender of our in- -
frastructure suclety and arch
enemy of radilibs is none other
than the Vice President of Agne-~
wica. (That's called couung a
craze.)




